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Are you bored to death ? 


. By Rasfaeed A1 Roussan 

• Special'toTheStar _: 

. • YOU ARRIVE sa home, after a hectic day at woik. 
' You take off your shoes and put your feet up- You 
drink your coffee; tom oh the TV set and watch for 
hours until your, eye balls blow up- There is nothing 
new. Even your favorite programs are becoming 
more boring Than ever! 

Afterwards, you decide to phone your friends for 
dinner, but no one seems to be interested, it's a cold 
night, and everyone Wants to stay at home. Well, 
bow- about reading a few magazines, or a book per¬ 
haps? No way! Your mind needs.some rest, and you 
.aren't ready for any intellectual stimulation this time 


of day. 

Do you go through this monotonous routine every 
day? If you do, then you are in deep trouble. You are 
simply heading towards a psychological state of 
boredom! But not to worry. Back in die US, a man 
by the name of Alan Caniba realized the impending 
psychological and social effects of this phenomenon, 
and proceeded to establish The Boring Institute, 
which he did in os early as 1984! 

The year’s worst actors, worst movies, and worst 
features are among the rnsti rule's annual publica¬ 
tions. However, the publications are anything but 
boring! 

In fact, statistics are showing vital facts which 


people are becoming aware of today. Caniba 
believes that “extended boredom is a major warning 
sign of problems that include anti-social behavior 
and suicide. An estimated number of 2.000 young¬ 
sters fin the US] drop out of school every day, and 
boredom is among the most frequently cited reasons 
given," says Caniba. Rash killings by children, sui¬ 
cide and various diseases may simply be the result 
of being bored to death! 

Moreover, the institute is keen on giving sugges¬ 
tions for curing boredom, like helping youngsters to 
realize the advantages of studying: "TV sucks”. 

Continued on page 2 
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Damascus meeting 
ravel ban draws fire 




By Ibtisam Awadat 

Star Staff Writer 
THE RIGHT to move freely is 
embedded in the Constitution. 
A delegation opposed to the 
peace agreements with Israel 
was banned from leaving, for 
Damascus to participate in . a 
conference by Palestinian 
opposition groups last week. 

The two-day venue was to 
protest the Palestine National 
Authority's decision to cancel 
the causes in the National 
Charter which call for the 
destruction of. IsraeL ' 

The conference took {dace in 
„»& Damascus ■ with the partidpa- 
^tion of 300 Palestinian, Arab 
and Muslim figures represent¬ 
ing all the political parties 
opposed to the peace process. 

From Jordan, 67 personali¬ 
ties were invtjed to participate 
in the different sessions t 15 to. 
20 of whom were invited as - 
observers.' 

On Friday, just • one day 
before the conference was 
held, 47 of those attending . 
were denied to cross the Jaber : 
border and returned to Amman. 

In solidarity with than, the rest 
of the delegates also refused to - 
travel to Syria. . 

♦ “The purpose behind orga- . 
nizing the event was to counter 
the pres s u re imposed by brae- . 
lis to get more Palestinian con- - 
• cessions,” said Bahjar Abu 
Gharbeya, head of the'prepara¬ 
tory oommittee of the confer¬ 
ence^ ■■ 

’The powers of rejection and 
resistance—as r . I-.', .call 
tijenh^tieeded to meet and 
declare th^stsnee concerning 
what the HNA is doing”. he 
said. Abu Gharbeya told The 
Star that The second god of die 
conference, which it managied 
to carry oat was to consolidate 
the relation between rite pow¬ 
ers of .the Palestinian, resis-. 
lance, __“A committee; was 
formed foam conference dele- 
J, gates to cany this out.” Aim 
*v. Gharbeya, head of the Jorda- 
nto man delegation who was also 
i banned from . attending., 
believes -that ,‘toe Damascus 
* conference. succeeded in 
■* attracting public opinion to tire 
opposition, while' another . 
r- objective was reached by gath- . 
ering Arab and Islamic, ^acti- 
visis to- discuss a national - 
affair. -- 

Press reports covering the 
■l conference suggested that there 
was major differences, between 
e participants, bm Abu Gharbeya 


described these reports as inac¬ 
curate. Tt was a difference in 
opinion expressed by one of the 
members but eventually the 
decisions were taken unani¬ 
mously.” 

, Officials since said one of 
the reasons of disallowing these 
people to attend was to do with 
security considerations follow¬ 
ing information c laiming that * 
the interest of Jordan would be 
threatened: 

Minister of Information Nas¬ 
ser Judeh, in his weekly meet- . 
ing with .the press, said the 
derision is in line with Jorda¬ 
nian sovereignly, and not a ' 
political reaction. 

One of the-Palestinian fig-. 
ures who was forced to return 
back, was Layla Khalid who 
was heading by plane to Leba¬ 
non to participate in the second 
Arab meeting following 2 die 
Peking women's conference. 

TtVthe first tim e .that offi¬ 
cials at an airport cany out a 
personal check which I refused 


to submit to,’’ Khalid said. 

"The Constitution guaran¬ 
tees the freedom of movement 
and the right to free political 
expression to all citizens.” 
Khalid bitterly described her 
stop at the airport as “a deliber¬ 
ate harassment, I was obliged 
to leave the plane minutes 
before it took oft my luggage 
was also checked repeatedly. 

Tt was an intentional viola¬ 
tion against me.” ft was only 
after direct intervention from the 
Women National Committees 
that she was allowed to travel, 
but the conference was going to 
end soon, she told The Star. 

“According to local and the 
International Aviation and 
Travel Association laws no one 
can force any passenger from 
leaving a plane except at the 
discretion of toe captain, who 
has. to be sure that toe passen¬ 
ger; is- wanted for a criminal 
offence." Khalid stressed, “1 
believe both conditions don't 

- Con tinned on page 2 


bread additives 
PS®# pal biicworry 

-v ^tarStaffyW ri^r:- ; •' j ‘• V;- i‘i - T- • 

it is emmraun^edibread!. 
beigjuMimg of toe faoly month of Ramadan. 
4'toe' eas^^^rttoimtated additives added fo ifcte dough for 
** pastries continue? to occqpy toe public’s 

■J-iniid : , 4 :•£: ‘ ' v ‘ 

jtt vfWtoWifig^J&cloSure Of. three bakeries on toe charge of 
^^hsii^cai^^ge^^jSitives m bread mid pastty, 4 he pubTic 
ViandSriwcc-Bonse deputies began to iake much interest, in 
^^•jSOirV; ooe-whkfcwfe broken byAdDustour daily hew&-. 


rU , ~^^e tgwaafrrient; masked by Mohammed Azaydeh, 
^ ConnmUec-' (FFC) to'release, 

regarding toe latest bread isstie.^ : :. 
^vMfean»1ul£tiootorc\^^ suebaddi- 

'^ith^'-wfcich -may cause fetal diseases, nxtoK&ag cancer. Dr 
. ^'Sarni Kbmeeh,, sfxxialist in can ok 1 tumors, explained that ’ 
V. The “Slufaro’ is'a chemical substance, which; is added, to 
and tasto of bre ad . However, this sub-. 

Usance u^jgphibited in fondan 10 years ago; after discover-' 
a causes caP cgr. - ; ’ " ■ \ 

• ' The-jGCDCTal -Syndicate of Bakeries’ Owners fGSBO). ’ 
1 thar ail bakeries are up to the.required hygienic; 


rr'Abdelelah Haraawi, fead of too GSBO,^emphasized that 

A1 RazZaq Nsou^^^^rteor of 
'Jsbic Healto Cormitnxee of toe txrircr. House is’eanying out 
ijritensrye toatacts wito officials to clarify toe.sfence of the" 
:-gcwestmiie^^9w^ to^ ^ : . " •.' -V 

- > Fmyfe iisly^Eormer hfinister Of Bealto Dr Abdel Rahiin : 
MaUj^swtoned of aootoer imppitagt topic vdnetois related 

y''• Y-’•' ;• •• ‘■ i,Ctmt inoed onpage2 



VS Navy technicians check aircraft on the flight-deck.of the aircraft carrier VSS Enterprise-while cruising at sunset. 
The US is glaring up for a possible VS attack oh Iraqi Reuters 

Clinton’s visit to the region 
creates emotional bond 


By combined news 
agencies 

THE THREE-day visit of US 
President Bill Ginton to the 
Middle East ended Tuesday in 
emotional failure. Although, 
he failed in bringing toe Pales¬ 
tinians and Israelis closer 
together, he gave impetus to a 
future Palestinian state. And in 
an attempt to salvage toe peace 
process. President Ginton kept 
returning to the same plea: 
Retribution should give way to 
compromise. 

Clinton couldn’t persuade 
Israeli Prime Minister Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu to meet the 18 
December deadline to with¬ 
draw additional troops from 
(he West B ank, as mandated 
under toe Wye accord. Netan¬ 
yahu insisted at flrsx that toe 
Palestinians should fulfill a 
long list of commitments, and 
rejected a compromise on the 
release of Palestinian prisoners 
from Israeli jails. The issue of 
Palestinian detainees is highly 
charged for both sides. 


Although Palestinians expected 
many of their political prison¬ 
ers to set free, Israeli officials 
have freed only common crimi¬ 
nals so far. 

However. President Clinton 
said he believes that the lines 
of communication between 
Israelis and Palestinians are 
open again after breaking down 
over many recriminations and 
alleged violations of the agree- 
ment- 

His remarks came soon after 
a summit that Clinton held 
with Palestinian President Yas¬ 
ser Arafat and Netanyahu, in 
hopes of boosting the US- 
brokered land-for-security 
accord. 

Israeli and Palestinian offi¬ 
cials, however, portrayed a far 
bleaker picture. President Ara¬ 
fat left the meeting early in sul¬ 
len face, and toe three leaders 
did not issue a joint scheduled 
press conference or even 
appear together. 

Moreover, Netanyahu 

handed Clintoa a 12-point list 


of commitments he claimed 
that Palestinians have failed to 
live up to. Palestinian officials 
later accused the Israelis' of 
procrastination and sabotage. 

Earlier. Clinton toured toe 
Strip and met with Palestinian 
children, an emotional stop for 
the world’s greatest man on 
toe earth. 

By the time 11-year-old 
Nihad Zakout met Ginton on 
Monday, tears were common 
in their eyes. She told the Pres¬ 
ident that her father spent over 
10 years id Israeli jails because 
of fighting the Israeli aggres¬ 
sion. ”1 told him that peace has 
no taste while l am deprived of 
his caring and love. I asked toe 
President, if he can live with¬ 
out his daughter for a min¬ 
ute?.” said Nihad in an inter¬ 
view. She said that Ginton 
promised to help get her father 
released. 

In a speech later that day. 
Clinton said that his meeting 
with Zakout and three other 
young Palestinians had been 


Palestinians see a more balanced approach by Clinton 


By Howard Schneider 
OCCUPIED JERUSALEM—After years of 
complaining about 'what they perceive as 
American bias toward Israel Palestinians 
were buoyed this week by the visit of a US 
president' who-flt least for. the 
moment—seemed to equate their struggle 
for a homeland wito that of their, histone 
rival, it was repented in the LA Times- 
Wasbington Post News Service. 

Though President Clroton’s three-day trip 
to Israel, Gaza and the 

West Bank left unresolved •; __ 

the most difficult issues in ■ I;. ^ ^ 

toe Middle East peace pro- 

cess, analysts and commen- - W'w ' • 

tutors in Israel and. the ;r^- feVv VliiV j 
Arab worid agreed that toe 
results were unambiguous • “-i . ■■ 

in boosting the Palestinian . - 

struggle for recognition '• 
and eventual statehood- While so one sug¬ 
gested the United States was in any way 

diminishing its longstanding support for 
IsraeL Clmwn’s remarks ill Gaza on Mon¬ 
day were an “assertion of Palestinian rights, 
and will hopefully be translated into fall 




support foe Palestinian independence,” said 
Nasser Qidweh, toe Palestinian representa¬ 
tive to toe United Nations. 

“We are profoundly affected and touched 
by-toe sincerity of the respect be professes 
for the. Palestinian, people, and his readiness 
to support us.” read a front page editorial in 
the Palestinian newspaper A1 Hayat A1 Jad- 
ida. “We perceive in your visit a great sym¬ 
bol of hope in the future ” 

- • “Palestinians have never been 
yJK viewed as equal people in the 
WffV United States. It has always been 
the Israeli people versus the Pales- 
.Jm tinian - ‘problem'.” said James 
££ Zogby, president of (he ,Washing- 
ton-based Arab American Institute. 

. In remarks to a meeting of Palestin- 

ian leaders. Clinton “talked with 
such feeling about the Palestinian 
. : reality, their history, dSspossession 
and dispersal; their aspirations,” said Zogby, 
who attended the speech. . 

“People were silent in the halL- . No one 
has ever said those things before and there 
was sort of an ecstatic but numb sense like, 
'My Goto he’s talking about us’." 


The spirit both in Clinton's speech to the 
Palestinians, and in earlier remarks to an 
Israeli crowd at toe Jerusalem Convention 
Center was one of generosity and rapproche¬ 
ment, a call for both sides to look beyond the 
details and find common ground. 

But toe battle to define the meaning of 
Clinton's trip—and especially his visit to 
Gaza on Monday—was immediately joined, 
wito Israelis in particular feeling they faced 
a serious public relations defeat In Israel’s 
50-year history, its closest ally and principal 
financial benefactor has been the United 
States. Following Clinton's speech m Gaza, 
US officials carefully noted that nothing 
Clinton said or did in his visit here dimin¬ 
ished that relationship. 

Still, Clinton's remarks in Gaza were 
bound to please Palestinians. He expressed 
empathy for Palestinian concerns about new 
Jewish settlements, asserted that peace in the 
region requires "legitimate rights for Pales¬ 
tinians" and concluded that “neither side has 
a monopoly on pain or virtue." 

The Palestinian people stand at a cross¬ 
roads,” Clinton said “Behind you a history 


of dispossession and dispersal, before you 
the opportunity to shape a new Palestinian 
future on your own land.” It looked like a 
state visit and it sounded like a state visit. 
For many Israelis and their American sup¬ 
porters. that was a problem. “The US has 
been married at toe hip to both parties in toe 
peace process," said Abraham Foxiuan. head 
of the Anti-Defamation League in New 
York, but “that should not replace or substi¬ 
tute for a 50-year relationship with moral 
and historical and strategic and cultural val¬ 
ues... Balance is silly and counterproduc¬ 
tive." 

Israeli press commentators Tuesday drew 
parallels between Clinton's speech and toe 
1917 Balfour Declaration, an act of British 
diplomacy that laid the groundwork for the 
founding of Israel four decades later. Given 
toe pace of events, they suggested, a Pales¬ 
tinian state might emerge much more 
quickly. 

“For the first time ever [Clinton] equated 
the suffering, fears and aspirations of the 
Palestinians wito the suffering, fears and 

Continued on page 2 


profoundly emotional, as he 
met 24 hours earlier wito chil¬ 
dren of Israelis said that they 
had toed in attacks by militant 
Palestinians. 

“We have to find a way for 
both sets of children to get their 
lives back and go forward. If 
they had all been lined up in a 
row and I had seen their tears. I 
could not tell whose father was 
dead and whose father was in 
prison." 

Clinton's comments got an 
uproar reaction from Netan¬ 
yahu. who expressed his pro¬ 
fanity and said that. There is a 
world of difference between toe 
children of murderers who are 
in jail and the children of those 
who are murdered.” 

The tension reflects the on¬ 
going political turmoil in toe | 
Israeli leadership. Last Tues¬ 
day, strong news rushed in 
from Jerusalem and affirm that 
Israeli Minister of Finance 
Ya’cov Neeraan intends to 
resign his post this week. The 
news came in favor of analysts 
saying toot the dominant moti¬ 
vating force behind Netan¬ 
yahu’s aggressive positions 
featured from the right-wing 
parties. 

A vote-of-confidence session 
is expected to be held this week 
in toe Knesset, as the Israeli 
government shows defiance to 
Clinton’s visit The no- 
confidence vote would force 
for new general elections early 
next year. 

However, President Clinton 
did accomplish a specific goal 
of his trip. As required by the 
agreement, be traveled to Gaza 
City on Monday and witnessed 
the decision of the Palestine 
National Council to annul 
clauses in its charter. Netan¬ 
yahu didn’t anticipate the 
pageantty of the first visit ro 
Palestinian territory of a sitting 
US President 

Before returning home. Pres¬ 
ident Ginton decided to leave 
politics for a while and loured 
with his family toe Gaza Strip 
and West Bank city of Bethle¬ 
hem. 

In Bethlehem, the family 
prayed, decorated a Chris tmas 
tree in the Manger Square, and 
sang carols wito Palestinian 

Continued on page 2 


Strike against. 
Iraq imminent 
after Butler’s 
report 

By Star Staff Writer and 
agencies 

A US strike against Iraq seems 
imminent Iraq has failed to 
cooperate fully wito the team 
of arms experts, claimed toe 
UN Chief weapons inspector 
Richard Butler. Baghdad has 
not lived to its promise to give 
unconditional access to UN 
inspectors Dying to determine 
if Iraq abandoned its biological, 
chemical and nuclear weapons 
programs. 

Weapons inspectors wen; 
early Wednesday en route td 
toe airport for an evacuation 
from Iraq—a necessary step in 
any American military attack. ; 

UN sources said a plane 
which can accomodate thd 
roughly 120 weapons inspect 
tors arrived Wednesday manr 
ing from Bahrain to evacuate 
toe inspectors. 

The United States and Brit¬ 
ain have warned they could 
launch airs trikes without warn-? 
ing, declaring that Iraq had 
“initiated new forms of restric¬ 
tions," toe United Nations- 
chief weapons inspector con-' 
eluded Tuesday that President 
Saddam Hussein had failed to 
restore full cooperation with 
arms monitors. 

The 10-page report which 
was sent to UN Secretary Gerfj 
era! Kofi Annan was distrib4 
uted later to Security Council 
members. • 

The report mentioned the; 
possibility of sudden attacks by: 
US and British military forces, 
The report also presented the? 
Security Council wito a uega-’ 
tive assessment that could cur-* 
tail any review designed to pos-: 
sibly lift the sanctions that have 
crippled Iraq's economy. 

In a blunt language, Richard 
Butler, said that “despite toe: 
prospect of a comprehensive: 
review, Baghdad’s conduct 
ensured that no progress can-' 
be made in either the fields of 
‘disarmament or accounting for 
its prohibited weapons pro¬ 
grams.” 

“In toe absence of fall coop¬ 
eration by Iraq, it must regret¬ 
tably be recorded again that 
toe commission is not able to 
conduct toe substantive disar¬ 
mament work mandated to it 
by toe Security Council and 
thus to give the council toq, 
assurances it requires wito 
respect to Iraq’s prohibited 
weapons programs," Butler 
concluded. 

The United States and Brit¬ 
ain have previously argued 
that they have the authoriza¬ 
tion they require from toe 
council to launch a military 
attack. 

President Clinton, who. 
returned to Washington late: 
Tuesday from a three-day trip- 
to the Middle East, spent much, 
of the flight discussing the-, 
report, with senior staff, a sen-- 
ior US official said, adding.' 
that Clinton and his advisers: 
will meet Wednesday to evalu-i. 
ate the situation. 

The report “clearly says 
there's a failure to cooper-- 
are—and worse. Iraq ha$. 
imposed new restrictions," the; 
US official said. “We consider- 
this as a very serious matter.” 
White House spokesman PJ. 
Crowley said. 

One administration official, 
declined to respond directly to 
rumors circulated by British 
diplomats at the United 

Nations that the United States 
might undertake military, 
action against Iraq within the 
next few days. “I'm not going 
to speculate on what decision 
the president may make ” the 
official said. ■ 
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A promise of hope for 


Zarqa women 


By Lubna Khader 

Star Staff Writer 


YEARS AGO. Jordanian 
women worked alongside 
their male partner; to over¬ 
come the harsh economic 
realities. Such work became 
more institutional as such 
years went b\. 

In this respect, a center was 
established by housewives 
and unemployed women in an 
attempt to make them more 
productive members of 
society. 

The center was established 
in Zarqa in 19S6 by UNRWA 


to assist Palestinian refugees 
to become self-sufficient. 
“Our goal is to make the 
members of the center feel 
they are productive and not a 
burden on their families,” 
said Miss Rasmeya AI Kha- 
teeb member of the local 
committee at the center. 

"At the beginning, we only 
offered sewing courses. 
Afterwards, we expanded our 
program to include computer, 
typing skills, handicraft, 
makeup and fitness courses,” 
Al Khateeb added. 

“Our design for handicrafts 
and needle work is inspired 
bv Palestinian folklore.” Al 


Khateeb said. “We believe 
that this folklore is our 
national heritage which we 
should protect and improve.” 

The different products of 
the center are displayed 
through independent 

exhibitions. 

“Courses in general, last 
between three to four months, 
and the fees are nominal,” AJ 
Khateeb explained. “We also 
work on developing social 
programs such as combating 
illiteracy. and providing 
social and psychological sup¬ 
port," said Ms Hanoa Za'tara. 
secretory of the committee. 

“We give women small 
loans to start their own pro¬ 
jects, as a way to develop the 
living standards of their fami¬ 
lies.” Za'tara added that the 
center aims at rehabilitating 
the women to assisL their 
husbands. 

“UNRWA is planning to 
open other similar centers in 
the near future but it is still 
awaiting financial support for 
this purpose,” Za'tara told 
The Star. 

Through a guided tour of 
the different sections, it was 
clear that the center has 
women from different age 
groups who are busy learning 


various skills. 

In the Computer Section, 
Tahani Lord is in the middle 
of a computer course. She 
hopes that this training will 
enable her to find a job. 

“I feel very comfortable 
here, three months ago I was 
afraid to touch a computer, 
now I almost know every¬ 
thing about its different func¬ 
tions.” Tahani said proudly. 

In the Sewing Section. 
Eman who comes from the 
Zarqa Camp said, “We learn 
the basic lines in sewing, I 
spent about six months on 
this course.” Iman can now 
make and sew different 
designs, and is capable of 
producing the latest trends in 
fashion. 

People from different areas 
in Zarqa and as far as Yajouz 
come to take part in the 
program. 

Manal Al Abed who works 
as a supervisor in the 
Makeup Section said that fol¬ 
lowing 12 months of training 
which consist of two 
courses—each of a six 
months duration— the sec¬ 
tion graduated many make up 
artists. 

“Four months ago. I 
weighed 84 kilos, now. I 
weigh 56 kilos.” said Reema 



Handicrafts on display 


proudly. “I spend one hour of 
exercises daily in addition to 
the diet I am committed to.” 
Reema, who joined the fit¬ 
ness course four months ago. 


added. 

Saja Al Majali explained 
that all the necessary workout 
machines are available for 
the fitness courses. “Training 


lessons last between I to 2 
hours every day , r and it is 
usually the most crowded 
part of the center, Al Majali 
concluded. ■ 






We’ve decked the hall with boughs of holly, come join us and 
be jolty. Santa Claus for all the children, for you cuisine in all 
its glory. Celebrate with us this year and 
we can guarantee lots of cheer 
Arrive at One for all the fun 
and be sure to tell just anyone. 

December 25,1998 
Philadelphia Hall • I pm 
JD2Q++ and children 1D10++ 
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JMA puts the brakes on 


Star Staff Writer 


Unity doctors, this week, took a 
major step to protect their asso¬ 
ciation against any attempt to 
normalize relations with Israel. 
During a meeting at the Jordan 
Medical Association (JMA). 
doctors inserted a conditional 


clause concerning the right of 
non-foreign doctors to practice 
members in the Kingdom and 
join the JMA. 

Jordanian doctors adjoined 
an additional clause to one of 
the articles which stated that 
“Jewish and Israeli doctors 
would not be allowed to regis- 





and his wife 
Manal wpuld lifce -to' extend 
their sincere gratitude and 
thanks to their ExceUencles the 
AmbassadorsandDipiomatsin 
foreign missions, inembers of 
international organizations, and 
to all friends for congratulating 
them on the birth of their twin; 
boys: Tareq and L Hashem, 
wishing ail those wonderhil 
friends continued happiness, and 
prosperity* 


ter as part of the foreign doc¬ 
tors who are allowed to prac¬ 
tice medicine in the Kingdom. 

“This is along with the deci¬ 
sion of the general assembly to 
combat nor malizati on with 
Israel,” said Eh* Haider AI 
Madani. the rapporateur of the 
Legal Co mmi ttee at the DA. 

Madani denied any Israeli 
attempt to register doctors 
under the umbrella of the Jor¬ 
danian association. “However, 
by taking this step,, we are 
closing the door to any future 
attempts at normalization.” 
Madani told The Star that the 
recent step was taken as a 
purely precautionary act 

The point was raised by Dr 
Jamal Bani Hani. head of the 
sub-committee of the JMA in 
Irbiti “During our discussions 
of the association law 1 real¬ 
ized that article eight of the 
law concerning foreign doc¬ 
tors is flexible," Bani Haiti 
told The Star. “The article per¬ 
mits registered doctors in their 
countries of origins to become 
inembers at the JMA" How¬ 
ever, Bani Hani said that this 
latest decision will prevent any 


Israeli doctor from coming to 
die association asking for per¬ 
mission to open a clinic in one 
of the areas in Jordan. 

“The assembly , voted for 
this unplanned suggestion,” Dr 
Madani explained, adding that 
the association has again dem¬ 
onstrated its aversion to 
normalization. 

“Government attempts are 
ongoing to encourage doctors 
to follow in their steps,” add¬ 
ing “that doctors In the gov¬ 
ernment sector have no choice 
but to deal with therlsraeli doc T ' 
tors." However, he added that 
it is different for doctors m the 
association, who ’ are~bor 
obliged to normalize. 

Madani said that the JMA 
had already boycotted a con¬ 
ference organized in Amman 
recently, where there was 
Israeli participation. Madani 
concluded that they will con-; 
dime to fight any attempt to 
create normal relations with 
someone who occupies a part 
of our land and continues to 
practice all the Zionist acts 
against our people in Pales¬ 
tine.! 


Are you bored 
to death? 
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Palestinians see Clinton attitude 
as shifting toward balance 
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aspirations (’of) the Israelis," 
analyst Nahum Barnea wrote in 
the Israeli Yedioth Aharonoth 
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apply in my case.” 

Khalid, who believes tin* the 
conference organized in Damas¬ 
cus and the public meetings in 
Gaza and Ramallah by indepen¬ 
dent political figures and oppo¬ 
sition groups expressed the 
stance of the Palestinian people. 

“All these public conferences 
unanimously declared their refu¬ 
sal to the Oslo agreement and 
all the agreements to follow.” 
Khalid added. 

The second point of under¬ 
standing was the refusal of can¬ 
celing the Palestinian Charter in 
addition to the concentration of 
the legitimate right of 
resistance." 

The Lower House deputies 
who condemned the measures 
against the participating dele¬ 
gates emphasized die constitu¬ 
tional right of all citizens to 
travel, and to express their 
views and beliefs. 

“We presented a memoran¬ 
dum to the Minister of Interior 
Nayef Al Qadi. to stop all the 
measures against these citi¬ 
zens,” Mohammed Azaydeh, 
head of the Public Freedoms 
Committee iPFCi at the Lower 
House told The Star. “I believe 
that we can punish someone 
only after he commits a crime 
and not before ” Azaydeh said 


that the government is now 
convinced that its previous atti¬ 
tude was incorrect. 

Meanwhile a public rally 
was organized in the Baqaa 
camp protesting the canceling 
of the Palestinian Charter, but 
before tire authorized event 
took place a campaign of 
arrests was launched. 

The PFC listened to all the 
complaints from the citizens 
concerning the imprisonment of 
eight Jordanians, one among 
them is a journalist “We called 
on the Prime Minister to release 
them or send them to court," 
Azaydeh added. 

Secretary general of the Pop¬ 
ular Unity party who was also 
invited to participate at the 
Damascus venue returned home 
alter his colleague Hussein 
Motaweh was refused to leave 
the country. 

“Last Wednesday when we 
reached the borders. I was sur¬ 
prised to find out that Hussein 
Motaweh was forced back so I 
followed suit,” Saeed Thyab 
said. 

“It’s a real tragedy to cele¬ 
brate tire 50th anniversary of 
the Universal Declaration of the 
Human Rights in this way." 
Thyab said that two members 
of his party were detained 
before the Baqaa rally A 
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newspaper. “For Israelis, or at 
least for some, it was an unpal¬ 
atable declaration.” 

But Clinton's oratory was 
not universally popular in the 
Arab world. In Damascus over 
the weekend, leaders of Pales¬ 
tinian dissident groups repeated 
their longstanding disavowals 
of the Oslo agreements and the 
more recent Wye River accord. 
They noted that negotiations to 
date have avoided critical 
issues such as bow and where 
to repatriate Palestinians dis¬ 
placed by Israel's creation in 
1948. Even moderate Palestin¬ 
ians said it was unfortunate 
Clinton left Israel without 
securing a further Israeli troop 
withdrawal from the West 
Bank, the release of additional 
Palestinian prisoners-, from 
Israeli jails or some other tangi¬ 
ble benefit. 

But Arab analysts and diplo¬ 
mats nevertheless described 
Clinton’s speech, as unusually 
balanced—both in its openness 
to Palestinian concerns and its 
positive references to Islam. 

“What happened is a good 
gesture.” said one Arab diplo¬ 
mat in the region. “It. really 
brings back die image of Amer¬ 
ica as committed to human 
rights and basic rights.” ■ 


“sleep early”, and “read more. 
In addition, there are annual 
guides to die worsr films' or 
actors of the year. \ 

Next -to this well-known 
institute is the National Anx¬ 
iety Center. What is fascinating 
about this establishment is this 
Year’s Most Dubious 7 News 
Stories. Starting with Bill Clin¬ 
ton's hilarious sex scandals, 
lies about global warming, con¬ 
firmed deaths by eating pea¬ 
nuts, and ending with false 
alarms about asteroids hump - 
ing into earth! 

All in all, 1998*eextts-io2>etL 
hideous year of - scandals and 
celestial mambo jambo circling 
the earth. . . 

Now, take this phenomenon 
and apply it to Jordan, and 
what do you get? Boredom and 
anxiety!.. 

Nevertheless, I believe thst 
there is no proof of boring 
activities in toe Kragdoovwbo 
needs them anyway? We have 
a lot of ‘important” things to 
do: time-consuming coffee 
shops, jammed Internet; caffe, 
dying intellectual and artistic 
activities, contaminated water 
and bread, and people awaiting 
for political and social reform. 
That - is worth wasting your 
time on* isn’t it7! 

Well, bow about forming a 
small group of complainers? 
Hey couples, are you bored of 
each other? Are you fed up 
with governments, work, fam¬ 
ily affairs, or friends? Not to 
worry, just hold your head up 
.high, and shoot, the sky is the 
limit! ■ 


Clinton’s visit 
creates 
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students. While In Gaza, First 
Lady Hillary Clinton visited 
with her daughter Chelsea and 
Mrs Arafat, a special center for 
women and children relief. She 
said that the US will give $73 
million aids to the center. 

As the Clintons flew home. 
President Clinton hoped he 
could salvage his presidency 
from the impeachment m tse in 
Washington, with an appeal to 
precisely the same theme he 
came in to the Middle 
“We are told that they who 
udge without mercy will be 
judged without mercy. But 
mercy truimphs over judge¬ 
ment” ■ 


Prince 
Hassan 
reiterates t 
Jordan’s role 
in final talks ? 


* 


AMMAN. I Petra}—His Royal 
Hinhncs* Crown. Prince Ha.*- 
san, the Regent reiterated Jor¬ 
dan's keenness to push the 
peace process forward to estab¬ 
lish comprehensive peace oo 
all tracts including ihe Syrian 
and the Lebanese ones. 

In a joint press conference 
with US Secretary of Slate 
Madleine Albright- the Regent 
stressed the need to take into 
account Jordan’s vital interests 
in the final status negotiations 
between the Palestinians and 
Israel noting the importance of 
the issues on the agenda partic¬ 
ularly those related to rcfugccsjp). 
water, security and Jerusalem.' 

“We don’t view the final 
status as an accumulation of 
events but we see the next 
phase as a new chapter in terms 
of discussing the future of the 
region in the next millennium." 
Prince Hassan said. 

The Crown Prince praised 
the role of US president Bill 
Clinton in helping to push the 
peace process forward. 

He said that “in terms of the 
the communications that we 
have seen over the past few 
days, indeed with Prime Minis¬ 
ter Tarawtreh visiting Gaza, I 
would like ro emphasize the 
importance of the achievement 
in demistyfying some of the 
key issues.” like the question 
of prisoners and the question of 
security. 

He said that “People want to 
know, mothers want to know 


the future of their 


Cancerous bread 
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to the bread issue. . He 
explained that the amount of 
additives added in pastry prod¬ 
ucts is .often over-dozed, even¬ 
tually, large amounts of flavors- 
and colors may result in' 
cancer. 

Head of the National Soci¬ 
ety for Consumer Protection 
(NSCP). Mohammed Obeidat, 
said that the National Society 
had previously warned, one 
year ago. from fatal doses, 
which contain illegal additives. 

On the other hand, the gov¬ 
ernment announced that the' 


. price of one kilogram of bread 
will decrease to IS piasters as 
from the start of Ramadan. 

This decline is attributed to 
the lowering of. international 
{rices of wheat, and as a reply 
. to public onging complains of 
high prices. 

The rising prices of bread 
took place in 1996, at a time 
when Abdel Karim Kabariti 
was Prime Minister. Prices 
then was raised, at one stroke 
from 7.5 piasters to ZL After¬ 
wards, it dropped to 20 piasters 
pair one kilo. ■ 


what is 
children." 

Commenting on the final 
status negotiations, the Regent 
said in American football 
idiom, “we are not talking here 
on quarter final, semi final and 
possibly final final status when 
we speak about overarching 
issues. Quire frankly with all 
due respect to President Clin¬ 
ton. to the American adminis¬ 
tration, to the government of 
Israel and indeed to our Pales¬ 
tinian brethren, when you talk 
about issues such as refugees, 
water, security. Jerusalem, you ,'j 
are talking about an overarch¬ 
ing issues. The Jordanian peace 
treaty calls upon us to involve 
and invoke Jordanian interest 
when it comes to many of these 
issues ” he said; • 

Prince'' Hassan . said “...We 
have arr involvement in terms 
of final status issues when ihey 
arise and once again we do not 
see the . final status as a accu¬ 
mulation of events. We sec the 
next, year as a new chapter in 
terms of. discussing not the 
interim of the interim but in 
discussing the future of this 
region into the next 
millenni um ” 

“When we talk about the 
comprehensive solution we are * 
talking about the participation 
of all including the Syrian and 
the Lebanese. We talk about 
the effective role of Egypt.” 
Prince Hassan said. 

In reply to a question on 
weapons of mass destruction in 
the region. Prince Hassan said 
this is an issue that involves the 
entire region and not only one 
single country. “We are speak¬ 
ing about weapons of mass 
destruction and delivery sys¬ 
tems in a number of countries.” 

The most recent dismay to all 
of us was the nuclear explo¬ 
sions in both India and Paki¬ 
stan, he said. I want to say that 
this country [Jordan] is central 
to the region. We live in a kill¬ 
ing zone. I have watched with .g- 
interest our Israeli interlocutor *" 
talking about the distribution of 
new gas masks, we do not even 
all have gas masks." Prince 
Hassan said. 

AIbnght said that during the 
meeting with Prince Hassan 
she discussed President Clin¬ 
ton s historic visit to Gaza and 
his very productive meetings 
with both Palestinian and 
Israeli leaders. 

"I took the opportunity to 
reiterate our admiration for the 
courageous role played by his 

Majesty King Hussein and ihc 
government of Jordan in supr 
port of the Middle East peace 
’ she said. “In fact 
without King Hussein's pres¬ 
ence at Wye. 1 think we would 
aot have gotten this for." 

By striving to heal the divi- , 
sions that have tormented this ^ 
region so long, Jordan has ^ 
made many ^ ^ 

United States and earned the 
. of toe world,” Mrs 
Albright said. “The admiration 
g^inly extends Crown 
Ha ssaa because of the 
HE* ie «derebip he has shown 
MdaMU, and interna- 
iu - 

saRk*—'* 

we 5?* 1 ? ln Jordan, but 
the c m 3k L Vet y graeful for 
^ST n ? il,ce,s «P«i“ce, 

Sf t “ d d ™ on " Se ™^ 

obtain SiOOmMl^ c S n ® ress t0 

jrv 111111,011 for secur- . 

tfon to IoTda n to addi- 0 

and economic 

cram ^^totory assistance pro- 
ch we will seek 

ear-SH^I ® coming 




year,"she added.; 
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An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views 


Ramadan. 

■ The holy month, of. Ramadan is due to start this 
week. Muslims all over the world will be celebrat¬ 
ing this, month. Fasting, as everybody knows, is 
from dawn till duski 

Immunity • 

■ The General Prosecutor submitted a letter to 
Lower House Speaker Abdel Hadi Al Majali ask¬ 
ing for the. lifting of parliamentary immunity on 
deputy Ahmed Oweidi" Abbadi. According to 
Petra, the letter comes in line with a lawsuit 
brought against him earlier this year.. Deputies 
were informed later that the letter was handed to 
Prime Minister Dr Fayez Tarawneh. Intensive dis¬ 
cussions are expected to take place between the 
deputies about the case. It is thought that immu¬ 
nity can't be lifted while die house is still in ses¬ 
sion. however, this is still 'a debatable argument 
from a constitutional debate that is likely to con¬ 
tinue over the next few weeks. 

Pipeline - 

■ NO lawsuit cases will be taken against the 
owners of the Iraqi Petroleum Company sale. 
After two months of intensive investigations. Min¬ 
ister of Water Ham Mulqi submitted a comprehen¬ 
sive report to the Energy Committee of the Lower 
House showing that the pipeline was technically, 
inadequate and therefore it is of no use for either . 
oil or water. The report included details of mis¬ 
management in dealing with the case. 

Ball denied 

■ The Amman Coon of .First Instance rejected 
last week bail for the release of the former direc¬ 
tor of the Jordan Tobacco and Cigarettes Com¬ 
pany, Mr Ali Farid Al Saad. Defense attorneys 
submitted the request to judges Mohammed 
Ghahh Mismar and Mohammed Tarawneh. Both 
judges rejected the bail because of alleged embez¬ 
zlement of JD. 15 million, from the company.. 

Coral reef - 

■ Friends of the Earth Middle East in Eilat 
arranged a workshop for owners and managers of 
dive centers from Aqaba and Eilat The topic was 
“the Impact of Divers and. Snorkellers on Coral 
Reefs.” The purpose of the gathering was to 
present the current status of reefs in Aqaba and 
Eilat, discuss - how to. Improve environmental 
awareness, and promote cooperation between the 
dive centers and local authorities. There are four 
dive centers in Aqaba and two on the way, while 
in Eilat there are 10 operating dive centers. The 
□amber of registered dives in Aqaba per year is 
about 25.000, whereas in Eilat the numbers are 
around 250^1^. dixes pqr year. In addition, icom-; 
parisonswere made between the Two -countries on 

ow law enfosoem«tU is qarrred out. v 


The olive tree 


A legacy of benevolence 


By Ibttsam Awadat 

Star Staff Writer 

PEOPLE CALL it ‘Bint Al 
Bated* (the daughter of the 
country). Known for'its nutri¬ 
tional value, the olive tree 
remains the most benevolent- 
giviog tree right up till this 
very day. 

Olive trees in Jordan are one 
of the country’s main sources 
of income, forming over 70 
percent of total agricultural 
revenues. 

“It’s well known that the 
olive tree is a seasonal one that 
bears olives in large quantities. 
One year, the harvest is plenti¬ 
ful while in the next, h 
decreases, " Khalil Jaren, head 
of the Information Department 
at the Agricultural Extension 
Directorate pointed oul Jorda¬ 
nian farmers and customers are 
aware of this phenomenon, and 
it is a major reason why consu¬ 
mers buy extra quantities of 
olives and oil in the heavy har¬ 
vest year, to make up for the 
□ext. 

Olives in the Kingdom are 


of a high quality. The 10-12 
million trees are planted in five 
areas: Amman, Zerqa. lrt>id 
Balqaa and Jerash. Moreover. 
IS percent of the planted lands 
bear olives very early on. while 
the rest lake more lime lo 
bloom. 

The Ministry of Agriculture 
signed an agreement with the 
Food and Agriculture Organi¬ 
zation (FAO) to finance a cam¬ 
paign tided “Increasing the 
Productivity of Olive Trees." 
as a step towards improving 
the quality of olives and oil in 
the Kingdom. The campaign, 
which was launched in Septem¬ 
ber 1998, will last till June 
1999. It aims at promoting 
awareness among fanners 
through directing them to up to 
date methods of farming, by 
the instruction of agricultural 
engineers. 

“The field survey was very 
efficient. It took into considera¬ 
tion the problems which are 
facing olive farmers." Jaren 
added. The results of the stud¬ 
ies and workshops of the cam¬ 
paign will be published soon 


E 




by the Ministry. “If we get 
good results we may apply it on 
other kinds of crops,’" Jaren 
added. 

Sources at the Ministry told 
The Star that the estimated fig¬ 
ures of the total production of 
olives for the current year is 
about 140.000 tons, while olive 
oil quantities are expected to 
reach 255.000 tons. 

Meanwhile., the local con¬ 
sumption of oil and olives is 
about 21,000 tons, even though 
the season has not yet come to 
an end. 

Statistics provided by agri¬ 
cultural engineer Ibrahim Abu 
Otaileh—head of the Planning 
and Development Administra¬ 
tion in the Ministry of Agricul¬ 
ture—said that Iasi year’s har¬ 
vest of olives was 82.002 Ions, 
and 71.195 tons of oil. In rela¬ 
tion to oil for this year the pro¬ 
duction will eventually cover 
local consumption. 

“We ought to use more 
advanced methods and technol¬ 
ogies, including special fertiliz¬ 
ers, irrigation systems and 
water harvest to guarantee high 
levels of quality production.” 
said farmer Salah Refa’i. 

"However, many farmers 
’ consider the financial obstacles 
' firat are facing them as the main 
; rep son ' againSt- improving this 
Stream of fanning," Refa’i 


added. He pointed out that he 
prefers growing olive trees to 
other kinds of farming because 
he believes that it is a flourish¬ 
ing business. 

“It’s a heavy season this 
year, and till now. some farm¬ 
ers are still wailing in the queue 
to get [heir olives processed.” 
commented one of the farmers 
who was anxiously watching 
the yellow-green olive oil 
squeezed from his olives. 

“Prices of oil depend on the 
quality produced each year. 
However, the most preferable 
oil is that taken from Nebali 
olive trees." the farmer added. 

The Ministry of Agriculture 
pointed out that Nebali olive 
trees contain 26-28 percent of 
oil. Meanwhile, “The imported 
oil is chemically treated and the 
squeezed oil is of the second 
class quality.” Jaren told the 
Star. 

It’s a fact that the oil in Jor¬ 
dan, Palestine and Syria has a 
special flavor. “Locals instantly 
recognize Jordanian oil from its 
taste" and color,” Jaren added. 
He said that that in addition to 
the Gulf markets which prefer 
this kind of olive. Jordanian 
communities all over are keen 
on importing olives and oil 
from Jordan. 

- Nevertheless: if you take a 
look around mills, you may 


easily recognize wrongful 
doings by farmers, like sending 
olives in plastic packages, 
which badly affects ihe final 
product, since the oil starts to 
leak out. However, the right 
procedure is to use potter pack¬ 
ages instead of plastic ones. 


Some people also actually 
boil the olives before sending 
them io the mills to remove any 
bitter after-taste of the 
extracted oil. Others add a table 
spucrn of sail io oil bottle to 
remove the bitterness of the 
new oil. which, sometimes it 
can be very sharp. L'nini Mus- 
lapha says that “only black 
olives are used for oil extrac¬ 
tion. while green olives are 
used for pickling for the rest of 
Ihe year. 

But there are also a lot of 
uses of the residues of the oil. 
The jell for example, a black 
substance, is used to generate 
energy. Unfortunately, this type 
of substance is a wasted 
resource in Jordan. Few people 
use this material as fertilizer* 
or as a source for heating. 

“Olives are a basic staple 
diet which I buy every yean my 
family and I "also use it for 
medicinal purposes." said 
Urnm Ahmad, a housewife 
from Amman. “It never leaves 
our table." Umm Ahmad 
added. “To make sure of its 
quality. 1 buy the oil straight 
from the mill." she explained, 
Olives and the olive oil indus¬ 
try is blooming. This is thanks 
to the endless efforts and euro 
by fanners to maintain one of 
the must famous agricultural 
crops in the Middle East. ■ 
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When the going got tough, 


"...(Arab Bank's) 68-year record in 
surviving wars, nationalisations and 
economic crises virtually unscathed." 

(Moody's) - Nov. 1998 


we just kept on growing. 


Moody’s, the international ratings agency, has just released its evaluation of Arab Bank's performance, praising its sound financials, its wide range of operations, and its 
continuous commitment to customers. 

Todays with 370 branches and affiliates servicing our clients around the globe, and despite the political and economic events in the past 68 years, we have grown to 
become the largest Arab banking network. With renowned ratings agency Thompson Bank Watch, having already given us one of the highest ratings amongst Arab 
banks, we look to the future with confidence. That’s because, in the dynamic world of international banking where changes are commonplace, we have proven that we 
are amongst the fittest 




The larges! Arab banking network. 
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Letter from the Levant 

Clinton’s Gaza visit: The 
burden of history weighs in 


Our Say. . . 


Last man standing 

OF THE three men who met at Erez Crossing point Tuesday morning in a bashful 
bid to salvage the Wye peace accord. Palestinian President Yasser Arafat 
appeared to be the least vulnerable—politically that is. Of course appearances 
may be deceiving. Arafat looked physically and mentally drained ouL his voice 
betraying him at times especially while delivering his speech at the Palestine 
National"Council (PNC) meeting's in the presence of President Clinton. On the 
other hand, both Benjamin Netanyahu and President Clinton have never looked 
better—physically that is. 

But in the quirky world of politics, only Arafat could be standing by ihe end of 
the month. Clinton flies back to Washington to an almost certain impeachment 
verdict by the US House of Representatives, while Netanyahu frantically fights to 
prolong the life of his ailing government for few more weeks until he can decide 
what to do next. 

But the historic events of the past week may soon go into oblivion if President 
Clinton, who only few days ago was the first US leader to visit Palestinian territo¬ 
ries and address its highest political body, is forced to resign or is fired by the US 
Senate, which must decide his fare once an impeachment verdict has been passed. 
The Palestinians will see themselves as the biggest losers if Clinton suddenly and 
quickly disappear.-* from the political scene. Only few days ago the leader of the 
most powerful country on earth was telling Palestinian representatives that they 
have legitimate rights and that they should soon determine vour own future. Who 
knows if Clinton's successor would share his views and enthusiasm to redress the 
great injustice that plagues the Palestinians. 

Netanyahu too could soon become a memory. Not that he is not popular in 
Israel anymore, but his coalition has never stood on shakier grounds than in the 
last few days. Small religious parties, especially those representing Jewish set¬ 
tlers and right-wing fanatics, threaten to quit the coalition if Netanyahu surrenders 
more land to the Palestinians. But under Wye Israel is supposed ro make a second 
redeployment from the West Bank by this Friday. Netanyahu has made it clear 
that he will not commit to new dates and has spelled out new conditions for the 
Palestinians to meet before the Wye deal is allowed to continue. 

Even after Arafat orchestrated the annulment of anti-Israel clauses from the 
National Charier before visiting President Clinton in Gaza, Netanyahu came back 
to demand more of the Palestinians. If his hung government collapses in the very 
near future, no one will miss him. He may still come back brandishing his “land- 
for-security" card to the Israeli voters. But in the hiatus that could occur in the 
event of a Clinton impeachment and a Netanyahu demise, the peace process will 
again find itself sinking in quick sand. Arafat, who appears to have hamessed'his 
opponents for the time being, is likely to be waiting for a new set of leaders to 
take over in Washington and Tel Aviv before he starts all over againJB 


By Osama Cl Sherif 

THIS REGION was never in short supply 
of momentous contributions to human his¬ 
tory. In fact, most of history's earlier 
annals are dedicated entirely to mostly 
extraordinary people and their activities, 
be they good or bad. In this part of the 
world. 

One sbould mention the fact that in 
addition to bearing the burden of history, 
this region also carries a precarious freight 
of religious legacies for which it had 
endured unbelievable hardships. So where 
do we place President Bill Clinton's visit 
this week to Gaza and his address to the 
Palestine NarionaJ Council? The visit and 
ils consequences are already being termed 
as historic by today's historians, the likes 
of CNN, New York Times and BBC 
World. 

Of course not all sorts of human activity 
are deemed unprecedented, momentous or 
unrivaled that they are dubbed as historic. 
History, through the people, agencies, 
organs that eventually write it, has its own 
way of classifying feats such as presiden¬ 
tial visits and declarations. Clinton's visit 
to Palestinian territories is the first of its 
kind, implying recognition of Palestinian 
nationalism and identity. Clinton's state¬ 
ments are also historic because they come 
from the leader of the most powerful coun¬ 
try on earth, the very same country that 
! has stood firmly against Palestinian state¬ 
hood, self-determination and fulfillment of 
national aspirations for almost half 
century. 

The Palestinian vote, by raising hands, 
clapping and standing up to imply 
approval, to drop anti-Israel clauses in the 
34-year-old Palestinian Charter, in the 
presence of President Clinton is also an 
historic event. Historians will be busy doc¬ 
umenting these developments, classifying 
and sorting them out so that they can make 
sense to "future generations. Of course 
much of what happened does not make 
sense to us today. 

For instance* where does the signifi¬ 
cance of Clinton's visit lie exactly? Is it in 
the fact that he had set foot in Gaza Inter¬ 
national Airport, spoken to Palestinian dig¬ 
nitaries at Rashad Al Shawa Hall in down¬ 
town Gaza City, uttered the magic words 
of self determination and legitimate 
rights? is the historical value of these 
events real or fictitious. And then can we 
all be objective about how we see or 
understand certain events within the con¬ 
text of history. Arabs and Israelis have a 
different historical appreciation of the Bal¬ 
four Declaration, for example, or of 14 
May 1947. the-day Israel was born. That 
date has a different historical taste, if you 
will, for both people. 

President Yasser Arafat also made his¬ 
tory in the past few days. He had his day 
in the sun, receiving his American guest as 
a leader of the Palestinian peoples, parad¬ 
ing honor guards, hosting official banquets 
and holding joint press conferences among 



Osama El Sherif 

other activities that only heads of state 
engage in. But apart from the official 
receptions and farewells and the overdose 
of symbolism that the Palestinians have 
had to last them a lifetime, where in his¬ 
tory will this whole charade be recorded? 
Will it be entered as a chapter heading, a 
sub-head or a footnote? 

This is not to belittle the importance of 
Clinton's visit ro Gaza and it's signifi¬ 
cance within the framework, of the Pales- 
rinian-Israeli conflict Indeed, the visit 
indicated a change in US strategy with 
regard to the Palestinian cause. It now 
seems willing to accept that in eventuality 
the Palestinians should be allowed to set¬ 
up their own mini-state on bits and pieces 
of land, that Israel reluctantly regurgitates 
every' now and then, within a final status 
solution. That solution, of course, aims at 
sealing the fate of the Palestinian-Israeli 
conflict For a long time to come. 

From a historical perspective, a century 
dial began with Europe experimenting to 
find some sort of a final solution to the 
Jewish Question, from relocation to exter¬ 
mination. from carving up a homeland to 
the Holocaust, is about to end with the 
United States hoping to broker a final, 
solution to the Palestinian Question. 
Israel, is now a reality and its destruction, 
the amendments to the Palestinian Charter 
notwithstanding, is no longer imaginable 
or feasible. What is left is the Palestinian 
issue, which had remained inconclusive 
for decades, getting more complicated as 
-time -goesbyv ; .. .. 

History' wa^made ’several years, ago 
when-the Arabs endorsed; the peaceful, 
solution, "as opposed to a military one, so 
long as it's goal was to achieve a compre¬ 
hensive, just and lasting peace in the Mid¬ 
dle East. That naturally entailed imple¬ 
menting LIN resolutions and granting the 
Palestinians the right for self- 


determination, which is an unalienable 
right according to the community o 
nations. But in a truly historic twist, none 

of the above was achieved. 

The peace that we have now is a freak- 
It is neither just, nor comprehensive and it 
. is definitely noi lasting, for histoiy tells us 
that nothing lasts forever. Which bring ns 
to the final status negotiations, which is 
the buzz phrase now that Wye has 
' replaced Olso, for now, as a benchmark of 
Palestinian national rights and Israel s 
security requirements. Both seem to have 
developed a sort of uneven relationship 
. where the first diminishes as the second 
inflates. More importantly, we have 
arrived at a situation where the more tbe 
Palestinians give the less they get back in 
return. Tbe final status negotiations'pcom- 
' ise to be as “just", “balanced" and “une¬ 
quivocal” as the whole Middle East peace 
process has been starting from Madrid, 
through Oslo and Washington, into Taba 
and Hebron and culmi n ati n g with Wye 
River. So much for Jerusalem, the refu¬ 
gees, water, bonders, security..etc 
So looking beyond tbe Gaza visit and 
the fainous show of bands and the forceful 
words of a fine. American statesman, 
where" does histoiy stand? 

Within a proper historical context the 
visit may prove to be much more impor¬ 
tant.than roost of us had thought. If s place 
in history, at least for die region, may 
prove to be prominent indeed. The ques¬ 
tion we should ponder is not if history will 
recognize these feats as eligible for men¬ 
tion or not, but how will it judge them. 
Will history mention the thousands of 
dunnums of virgin West Bank land that 
Israel grabbed soon after it gave away 
control of Palestinian towns and villages? 
Will history point to the endless plight of 
hundreds of thousands of Palestinian refu- . 
■■ gees? Or will it detail the hundreds of 
Israeli violations of agreements- and 
accords that it had signed with tire Pales¬ 
tinians? That could make a boring reading 
compared to the flamboyance that comes 
with presidential visits, statements and 
gestures. ' ' ’ 

So far history has not been kind or gen- ' 
erous to. us. For almost a century we have 
- been paying tbe heavy price of historic 
crimes that resulted in 3 homeland being 
wiped out and a nation being fragmented. 

. To think we are closer today to seeing a 
Palestinian homeland bom^ can of the 
peace process is a historical mistake. To 
believe that Israel will eventually band out 
portions of Jerusalem, allow refugees to 
return and tolerate a Palestinian state 
along its borders is equally, wrong. 

: u.. Jdjstory is.not only about.loo&ng bade 
but looking ahead as well We are jkjc - 
i merely observers of histpfy.as ft folds evey 
ryday bva are active authors of its annals 1 
and records. And just as history is a point 
of reference for great events, good orbad, 
fr is also a judge, a harsh one indeed. Again 
we are haunted by the burden we cany as 
our precarious'fieight weighs in;•. • 






Capital in cyberspace 
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By Marwan Asmar 

WE ARE already living the 
events of the 21 si century. For 
ihe pessimist, the next millen¬ 
nium is likely to be character¬ 
ized by polarity. over¬ 
population, poverty, fight for 
clean water, more urbanization, 
and change in our life-styles, 
attitudes and behavior. These 
factors promise to lead to a fight 
over resources, but the struggle 
is likely to be through different 
tools and instruments. The 
notion of cyberspace where the 
computer is the next best thing 


to a human brain is taking over 
our complicated lives, and 
directing relations between indi¬ 
viduals, nations, corporations 
and utilities. 

Rich and poor countries are 
likely to continue. The disap¬ 
pearance of the communist 
world has given the capitalist 
world a free-ride. Tbe road 
seems set. Intellectuals, and 
technocrats are today moving in 
a uni-directional way: To the 
rich and super-rich countries, to 
the states that form the 
cyberworld. 

Now you are talking about a 


capitalist intellectual power dial 
defines and proliferates the 
might of a super-rich economy 
whose ideology is based on 
making even more money. 

Today it is not tbe exude, 
determinism that existed in ear¬ 
lier centuries. The rapid changes 
of technology characterized by 
the introduction of the computer, 
the Internet and the IT technol¬ 
ogy is likely to be used for more 
economic control. . and 
accumulation. 

Artificial intelligence is 
becoming the maneuvering 
instrument in the bands of a 


-.--r •• ^r. imrnm ■. — • 

W" Food for thought 
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Keeping the gravy train moving 




Rebel of Colombia's National Liberation Army (ELN) run from flames after setting fire 
to vehicles belonging to municipal authorities in the southwest city of Cali late 15 
- December . The ELN rebels set up a roadblock on the outskirts of the city, the second 
largest in Colombia, and carried out the attacks in what they see as the corrupt 
^management of city officials. ■* Reuters 
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US PRESIDENT Bill Clinton's visit was 
greeted with mixed reactions: Palestinians were 
elated but it wasn't the case as far as Israelis 
were concerned. The visit comes at a bad time 
for Clinton and Netanyahu. The first threatened 
by impeachment and the second by a no- 
confidence vote in his government The visit 
also comes amidst tensions between Israeli and 
Palestinian politicians on the implementation of 
tbe Wye River accord. 

Issues such as Palestinian prisoners and the 
declaration of the Palestinian state are subjects 
of contention between Netanyahu and 'Palestin¬ 
ian President Yasser Arafat. .■ 

In a joint news conference by President Clin¬ 
ton and the Israeli Prime Minister. Netanyahu 
accused Arafat of moving away from Wye fry 
threatening to declare a Palestinian state next 
May. 

Natanyhu is angry about what he calls the 
latest escalation of violence on the West Bank, 
accusing the PNA of not doing its job 
effectively. 

Arafat, on the other hand, who is incapable 
of controlling the unrest on Palestinian streets 
was forced to reiterate the Palestinian stand of 
releasing political prisoners. 

Palestinians on the whole andunlikethe 
Israelis, are happy about tbe visii of Clinton 
repeating that “it is the first step bn the. road to 
Palestinian statehood," 

Whether this is correct or not, Palestinians in. 
general were excited that an American presi¬ 
dent is visiting Gaza for tills has never hap¬ 
pened before. Pictures of both Clinton and Ara¬ 
fat were all over the city of Gaza with banners 
that spoke of Pal e sti n ia n foture hopes. .. 

Araftu andliis teadeiship jadWred ruemtwrs - 
of the Palestinian National Council to vote-for 


revoking tbe clauses of the .Palestinian-char- -v 
ter that call for the; destruction of IsraeLllxL T ?? 
vote as expected .was: taken with a japqri^y-.VV^ 
hand-vote.Arafax.and 


. members of the. PNC : who refused to^attand 
the gathering with others who voted; in line. ^ 
with Arafat's policies- .' • V. 

Ironically. President Qioton's presence at - T- 
The PNC gave the US president a.wefl-*?£v 
needed push. With the vote of the PNC; Plres^ : '.,- - : 
ide-nt Clinton scored a goal in botb. Israei atkf, --j?; 
in die US. He proved to. Netanyahu that the% 
Rtlestinians are con^jlying wkfsTbefr corit-^f'. 
mitmenis, and theiefcs^ -seoi lhedstaehs tex-y^ 
indirect message to also stick To thor pledg&T‘;T 
ofreleosing Palestinian prisonttir Slid tedopfylr^* 
from Palestinian. land. In- this respec^ P&siv^. 
dent Clinton goes back to tbe Unitetf Stones’^ 
with a Middle Easrtriumph proving to 
American public tbat'th&/prcsndeiil {JtttpgTjT? 
-a good job, that isrccoghized by-The 
world, ' ••' ■; : 

Araihi on the other BaodT wlli’prove -otip^js 
more not only to the Israelis but-fotfe witolte*<3r 
world that Palestinians .-are complying-wittf^ 
the latest accords 
pushing the peace process 
; The visit of President \GHmoa 
have significant reaite-ipr 
near future, since President Clintorw^d. 
busy in dealing wito' lns .own, 

US. Howwa-, 3t-is"stin"considecS5. ^^^^ 

achievement for'Palestinians 

step forward in the process 

has also came to firove Thar Z1 

Adrranistiniion re^tidle$s of 
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minority to manipulate the eco¬ 
nomic matters of the world. And 
in this respect, it is never too 
important to stress that interna¬ 
tional openness has canceled the 
concept of a national territory as 
one that controls the direction of 
its economy. 

Through the possession of 
thought processes, production 
has become internationalized. It 
is produced in one. part of the 
globe, but then transferred and 
exported to other marketplaces. 
However, there have .been peri¬ 
ods of developments, hegemony, 
and strength, which are based on 
geography and space. 

In the - 19th century, for 
instance, it was Britain that con¬ 
trolled tbe world economy; such 
control was transferred to the 
Americans in the present 
century. 

Today, and as we prepare to 
go into tbe 21 century, it is inter¬ 
national corporations who are 
administering world economics 
through its power, and., surplus 
capital. Tins period is different 
because of tbe element of artifi¬ 
cial intelligence. Money these 
days is directed through cnmp.it- 
ers, at the touch of a keyboard 
you can move millions of dollars 
around the world. 

In a global perspective, the 
immediate changes are likely to ' 
be mote. of the same thing 
There are likely to be aggressive 
developments in demography, 
forcing people to leave the 
poorer regions to richer ones. 
Because of the phenomenal 
growth of tbe world’s population 
and the widening sector of the 
«Jd-aged, die poor .will get 
pooler and the rich will get 
richer. It will lead to a more con- 
ceatration of. wealth into the 
bands of a decreasing minority 
in the North. . 

And for such perception, we 
can discern that the 2l century 
will be one of silent strife, the 
object of which will be to accu¬ 
mulate more vapney. Due to the 
increased population of the 
wflaM the conflict will develop 
between two parties:. one will 
further move into the cyber- 
wbrld, buying, controlling, and 
developing more computers and 
intricate software to establish 
more sophisticated methods of 
control-over international space. 
Oh ihe-other hand, the other 
lot—Thfe South—wSJ continue to 
strug^forsubsisfcDce. ■ 


Middle 


-r•:% 


. by . , 

Khairi Janbek 

Chaos and Us 

IF THE fluncrinuN of a 
butterfly in one part of the 
world can cause hurri¬ 
canes in another, then the 
“chaos theory'' can have 
unpredictable havoc. 
Luckily, even chans has 
its own logic and eventu¬ 
ally falls into organized 
sets nf categories. The 
personal problems of the 

US president and his 

uncertain political future 
am casting a heavy 
shadow on our region. 
Wye needs a push In be 
implemented, and for that 
to happen- Clinton must 
be able to avoid the 
effects of the Congres¬ 
sional wrangling over his 
statu*. 

The spiral of violence 
in the Occupied Territo¬ 
ries, coupled with ihe 
Israeli governmeni's hard¬ 
line stance and the stale¬ 
mate in the peace process, 
cannot be resolved short 
of miraculous efforts by 
president Clinton who is 
heading on administration 
which is rapidly losing 
prestige at homo. 

it is essential to realize 
that the individual in our 
part of the world is miss¬ 
ing the most essential 
component of their bcinjf 
Uncertainty. Much has 
been said about develop¬ 
ment. technological 
progress, and economic 
properly taking for 
granted the immediate cir¬ 
cumstances of human con¬ 
ditions. But without 
engendering the feeling of 
personal security of ihe 
individual, all arguments 
tend to fall into sophistry 
and chicken-egg 

dilemmas. 

It has always been the 
Jordanian position as 
stated by HM King Huss¬ 
ein.. and expounded by 
HRH Prince Hassan. the 
Regent, that human values 
are above all other consid- 
’ erations, therefore the 
individual’s sense of dig¬ 
nity. safety, and security 
are the launching pad for 
capfidencenbudding.. and 
cooperation, among the 
peoples, of the" Middle 
East. 

To be used to death and 
destruction, and even find¬ 
ing such methods as dcsif- 
„ able fo .solve, problems is 
. an aberration rather than a 
humanitarian norm, it has 
become an international 
'.;code of hate practice, for 
probable reasons of con¬ 
venience. Once the high 
profile meetings and polit¬ 
ical statements are over, 
the results of president 
Clinton's visit must be 
translated into real trans¬ 
formations in the “Wye 
Accord” in terms of tak¬ 
ing practical confidence- 
building steps between the 
Palestinians and the 
Israelis. 

Away from statistics 
and numbers, the fact 
remains that life and death 
in Iraq, are inter¬ 
changeable terms now. 
Power politics internally, 
as well as internationally, 
oil prices, and weapons of 
mass destruction arc 
becoming implements or 
collective punishment of 
the Iraqi people, a method 
which has been rejected 
many years ago by the 
whole body of the interna¬ 
tional community. Uncer¬ 
tainties are abound in this 
field, and they are clearly 
reflected in the various 
stand-offs between the 
Iraqi political authorities 
and the UN. 

The main player, the 
USA, while rejecting the 
notion that the leadership 
of the Ba'ath Party in Iraq 
is the embodiment of the 
political will of the Iraqi 
•people, seems to act as if 
the situation is really that. 
American declarations are 
K> the effect that the Iraqi 
people are not the target 
of the sanctions, while on 
the other, inexplicably 
according to this logic,, 
they are. e 

There is no denying 
that the situation is com¬ 
plicated and difficult to 
deal with, and there is no 
10 complicate mat- 
• ^ further. So 

where is the decision on 
how to deal with Iraq? 

thTc l de ? s ( ,on - just for 
sake of the Iraqi peo- 
Pte whom have been 
reduced to levels of pre- 
modemity standards. But 

SSLk- the . question of 
in taking firm 

positive decision-is 
™ost important The peace 
^ the Middle 

STmCT yet prove 10 ** 

je life-line to the presi¬ 
dency of Mr Clinton.* ” r 
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Business 

scene 


■ Fbrclgn investment at 
the Amman Financial 
Market (AFM) increased 
this year to JD 116 rml- 
Hon. According to die 
director general of the 
Securities Authority, Bas- 
sam Al Saket non- 
Jordanians . have pur¬ 
chased shares worth over 
JD 190 nullioa this year. 
They also sold .shares to 
the tune Of JD 75 rrrilKnn 
Foreign investment 
increased by more than' 
60 percent than last year. 

■ Hie joint Jordan? an- 
Iranian Committee held 
its third session of talks in 
Amman this week. The 
meetings, attended by the 
Minister of Trade and 
Indnstzy Mohammed 
Hourani and fads Iranian 
counterpart Gfaulam 
Ridha Shafei. featured the 
signing of two agreements 
on transportation and 
banking cooperation. 

■ The Ministry of Trade 
and Industry confirmed 
that its food reserve is 
stable and adequate for 
the upcoming Holy month 
of Ramadan, Different 
kinds of food are made 
available in die local mar¬ 
ket, including meat, vege¬ 
tables and fruits, and 
other food supplies. The 
ministry assured die pub¬ 
lic in its statement last 
week that both die private 
and public sectors coordi¬ 
nate their efforts to pro¬ 
vide foods fra- die Jorda¬ 
nian people during this 
Holy month. 

■ The Arab Monetary 
Fond offered a loan of 
S16.8 milli on to Jordan to 
assist in developing its - 
economy. The loan aims 
at introducing a new elec¬ 
tronic system of 
payments. 

■ Four new members 
were recently appointed 
on die board of the Jorda¬ 
nian Cement Factories 
(JCF). The new members 
represent die French com¬ 
pany, La Farage, who pur¬ 
chased 33 percent of the 
JCF shares, formeriy: held 
by the public sector. ' 

■ The second Jordanian 
Industries Fair will be 
held in Baghdad- this 
week. The exhibition, due 
to open today (17 Decem¬ 
ber), is featuring die latest 
developed industries in 
the Kingdom, presented 
by 50 companies and 
industrial corporations. 
The exhibition continues 
until 25 December. 

■ Board of tbe Securities 
Authority agreed on die 
registration of new 
500,000 shares for the 
Vegetable Oils Company 
and 940,968 foares for the 
Union Developed Indus- 
tries company. 

■ Over $109 million 

were Jordan's exports to 
the European Union dur¬ 
ing 'last year. Haider 
Mlirad, ~ c hairman of 
Amman Trade Chamber, 
said during a special 
workshop held last week, 
that Jordan’s imports dur¬ 
ing die same period 
amounted to $1,326 bil¬ 
lion. The workshop fea¬ 
tured real potentials for 
better exports. 


Tourism promotion way 
for future argues experts 


By Ghassan Joha 

Suit Staff Writer 

TOURISM IS a business that 
thrives on communication. It is 
set to be the world's fastest 
growing industry in the 21st 
century. In this respect, tbe 
World Tourism Organization 
(WTO), a leading global travel 
and tourism sector, is taking the 
bull by the horn and going foil 
throttle to produce a tourism fit 
for the next millennium. 

And Jordan is gening ready 
for tbe occasion. The Ministry 
of Tourism in cooperation with 
the WTO, has just held a two- 
day media tourism conference 
to stmt the ball rolling Tbe 
seminar. Tourism and tbe 
Media: Shaping the Image of 
Destinations in the Middle East 
and North Africa,' was held at 
the Le Meridien Hotel. One of 
jts aspects was its stress on the 
importance of media in promot¬ 
ing tourism in the Kingdom. 

Tourism Minister Aqel Bel- 
taji stressed the vitality of tour¬ 
ism promotion, not just in Jor¬ 
dan but all over the world. 

The Minister urged govern¬ 
ments in the region to work 
hard to develop tourism 
through increasing cooperation 
between public and private 
sectors. 

Minister of Information Nas¬ 
ser Joudeb confirmed later that 
with tourism business flourish¬ 


ing all over foe world, and the 
media can do a great deal in 
this regard. 

Joudfeh said that tbe media 
can play two opposite roles of 
changing foe public’s views 
and attitudes towards tourism. 
It can promote tourism or ruin 
it. 

He em phasized foe impor¬ 
tance of media research as a 
step to promote tourism as an 
independent market. 

However, in the field of mar¬ 
keting media, a defined and 
clear strategy must be applied 
at first with foil awareness of 
foe goals. 

Andrew Harvey, editor of 
foe Beirut-Star, told foe audi¬ 
ence that the image of tourism 
in foe Middle East shouldn't be 
negatively portrayed, especially 
by tbe media. There should be 
greater efforts by foe private 
and public sectors to set out 
their business by coordinating 
efforts between both sides. 

Amr Abdel Ghaffar, regional 
representative for the Middle 
East, shed light on the region's 
figures in foe global panorama. 

He stated that in 1998, 612 
million tourists arrived in the 
Middle East, spending over 
$440 billion in Arab countries. 

He emphasized that the 
WTO is expecting a booming 
future for tourism—it is esti¬ 
mated that 673 million tourists 
will be setting their feet in the 



Arab region in 1999. 

Mr Abdel Ghaffar added that 
revenues from worldwide tour¬ 
ism will reach over S620 bil¬ 
lion dollars next year. This 
time, foe Far East and South 
Asia will be the center of 
attraction. 

And because of this, Debo¬ 
rah T jihnnan, chief of commu¬ 
nication at foe WTO, stressed 
the importance of strong pro¬ 
motional strategies. 

She told The Star that Jordan 
has a rich treasure of natural 
sites around foe kingdom, 
which must be promoted on a 
large scale. 

There is a lot to do to pre¬ 
serve Jordan's position on the 
agenda of world Tourism," she 
concluded. 


A point well taken by Bruce 
Cameron, an international 
expert in public relations and 
marketing. He said there is a 
need for more experienced indi¬ 
viduals in both media and 
tourism. 

Mr -Cameron warned of the 
terrible outcome of misusing 
the channels of the media. "We 
can end up portraying foe 
wrong message," he said. The 
time which is spent on building 
a certain image could be 
destroyed in a matter of min¬ 
utes, through the media. 

Mr Cameron highlighted the 
real potential behind creating 
public awareness about tour¬ 
ism. "Various techniques could 
be utilized today to improve 
public opinion about the tour¬ 


ism sector around foe world. 
Media is a business which 
highly depends on the public's 
aniuides and tendencies." he 
added. 

He stated that transparency, 
thorough communication tools, 
origin al material and consis¬ 
tency are the main factors for 
promoting tourism through foe 
media. 

Furthermore, Mr Cameron 
told The Star, that the Middle 
East countries must work on 
promoting tourism through 
coordinating policies. 

The Kingdom should separ¬ 
ate its tourism from that of foe 
West Bank. Tbe archaeological 
sites here are marvelous and of 
a great magnitude. Therefore, 
the media is obliged to promote 
local tourism in a proper and 
efficient manner" he continued 
to say. On the other hand. Pro¬ 
fessor Sari Nasser from the 
University of Jordan, spoke 
about foe social and cultural 
impacts of tourism in the Mid¬ 
dle East. 

He said that benefits could 
be maximized by enhancing foe 
way we reach people abroad. 
During foe seminar, participat¬ 
ing journalists were taken in a 
special visit to the recently- 
uncovered and excavated Bap¬ 
tism site, which is considered 
to be Jordan's paramount land¬ 
mark for the new Millen- 
nium.B 


The ‘99 budget 


Views from the private sector 


By Ghassan Joha 

Star Staff Writer 

SINCE ITS implementation 
in the early 1990s,' the eco¬ 
nomic reform program In Jor¬ 
dan went through promising 
changes. However, stricter 
commitments and determina¬ 
tion towards mobilizing the 
local economy is- still 
required. • 

__ The government’s new" 
budget of 1999, conld just 
enhance a new phase of eco¬ 
nomic growth and develop¬ 
ment In the Kingdom. 

Tbe budget, which was 
submitted last week to the 
Lower . House, will estimate 
public expenses next year by 
JD 2,160 million, and reve¬ 
nues by JD 1,720 million. 

Furthermore, foe budget 
will wt out JD 950 million 
for salaries, fees, pensions, 
and public compensations. 

Meanwhile, foe govern¬ 
ment still has with debts of 
about JD 307 million. 

However, the budget fore¬ 
casts that the economy will 
grow, despite a deficit of JD 
435 million. 

Sources at foe Ministiy of 
Finance are optimistic about 
the future arguing that the 
deficit is showing signs of 
slowly going down. 

They say that it conld go as 
low as JD47 million! But this 
would depend on the degree 
of state revenues from public 
investments. But even so this 
figure could be greatly over¬ 
stretched. 

But foe Ministry has other 
tools under its sleeves. It 
wants to use foreign aid— 
estimated at JD 200 million—- 
to further lower the King¬ 


dom’s deficit But even using 
that, foe deficit would only 
decrease to JD 188 million, 
which is about 35 percent of 
the Gross Domestic Products. 

Nevertheless, economists 
are analyzing the new budget 
from a different point of 
view. They say that foe gov¬ 
ernment is hngely optimistic, 
arguing that foe budget will 
■ only have a marginal impact 
on- foe national economy, 
leading to increased taxes, 
recession and reduction in 
public consumption. 

Three prominent bankers 
highlighted the issue. They 
pointed out that foe banking 
sector is vital to foe growth of 
foe economy at a time when 
Jordan prepares to go into the 
next millennium of globaliza¬ 
tion and competitive eco¬ 
nomic markets. 

Wassif Azar, general direc¬ 
tor of the Jordan Ahli Bank, 
argues chat the country has 
the capability to mobilize 
local investment But this 
wouldn’t be realized unless 
there is a greater coordination 
between foe public and pri¬ 
vate sectors, and an expan¬ 
sion of local investments. 

Mr Azar asked for more 
stable measures which must 
be applied in the banking sec¬ 
tor to secure, more funds for 
investment projects. He added 
that such projects sbould be 
of a long-term nature to 
increase the country's 
revenues. 

However, banking must go 
side by side with public inter¬ 
ests in order to promote the 
national economy. According 
to Fakhri Balbisi, a well- 
known Jordanian economist, 
such adjustment conld be 


achieved when the govern¬ 
ment expands its financial 
facilities, and develop eco¬ 
nomic policies, through set¬ 
ting out up-to-date studies 
and research to measure foe 
advantages and disadvan¬ 
tages of new policies. 

The Central Bank of Jor¬ 
dan (CBJ), however, sticks to 
its policy of acquiring a 
stable monetary reserve of 
foreign currencies. 

According to foe latest 
records, the reserve increased 
to $1250 million. Addition¬ 
ally. foe monetary in the 
Kingdom bas increased 
firmly during the year. 

Moreover, increasing foe 
interest rates is the main 
objective of foe CBJ, as long 
as it withholds the value of 
the Jordanian currency. 

Statistics show that foe 
national economy was badly 
effected by its slow develop¬ 
ment during the past three 
years. Experts suggest that 
reasons behind this are politi- 
caL The sanctions on Iraq, in 
addition to the frozen peace 
process affected the local 
markets in Jordan. 

The situation obliged pub¬ 
lic institutions to increase 
revenues, and refrain from 
applying more unsettled 
loans. 

Abdallah Dweik, general 
manager of the Housing 
Bank, emphasized the neces¬ 
sity to merge financial insti¬ 
tutions altogether. He added 
that Jordanian banks 
expanded their business soon 
after foe signing of the Jorda- 
ni an-Israeli peace process in 
1994. 

Mr Dweik continued to say 
that people would have foe 


opportunity to cooperate 
within on-growing compa¬ 
nies, by using high developed 
services to increase financial 
investments. 

Under the umbrella of 
political dilemmas, the gov¬ 
ernment should promote foe 
idea of international coopera¬ 
tion with large markets like 
the European Union. 

Mr Azar mentioned that 
foe pan-Arab markets and 
economic considerations 
must be put ahead on foe 


government's agenda. 

All in all, foe new budget 
is considered to be more 
comprehensive than the pre¬ 
vious year. Experts men¬ 
tioned in particular all foe 
expenses that foe Kingdom 
must pay off during ihe 
upcoming year. They also 
wished that there will be 
more transparency and credi¬ 
bility in dealing with foe eco¬ 
nomic status of the King¬ 
doms 




Business 


Prices in Ramadan 

RAMADAN IS upon us again. It is a month of religious 
worship. Whilest people are already expressing fears about 
the same old story of high prices, they are hoping that mer¬ 
chants this year will stick to the reverence of foe month, 
and keep down foe price spiral that always occur when 
there is too much demand. In a normal suppiy demand situ¬ 
ation prices would usually go up if there is scarcity in 
demand. What usually happens in Rmodan however, is that 
prices go up anyway despite the fact that suppiy is 
abundant. 

Each year, the prices of food soar high during foe first 
days of Ram dan. and their quality takes a downhill drive. 

Here, government can play a very effective role. They 
must control prices or at foe very least keep a tight check 
on it. 

After abolishing the Ministry of Supply, foe Ministry of 
Trade and Industry have become responsible for control¬ 
ling prices. But during Ramadan, the situation as far as foe 
prices are concerned become more elastic than usual. This 
is partly triggered by consumers, as they influence market 
behavior, and markets in turn. 

But despite this, it will be up to foe Ministry to keep 
both prices at a reasonable levei, and stocks in markets 
around the country plentiful. In this respect, foe govern¬ 
ment's descion to cut bread prices by four percent at foe 
outset of Ramadan has been greatly welcomed. This 
attempt to stabalize prices indicates that foe government is 
becoming aware of the public's needs, and foe ongoing 
economic dilllmos of foe recession in the Kingdom.B 


Boosting business between 
Jordan and Spain 



MR ABED Al Qader Kheir, a 
Spanish national is tmesendy 
in Amman to meet Jordanian 
businessmen. The purpose of 
his visit is to establish links 
between foe local business 
community and Spanish Busi¬ 
nessmen. Mr Kheir, who is 
orgjnally a Jordania citizen, 
represents the business people 
in the province of Castilla and 
Leon in Spain. Mr Kheir seeks 
also to widen the area of coop¬ 


eration between Jordan and 
Spain especially in the fields 
of commerce, industry, and 
tourism. At present Mr Kheir 
is pan of a team that is orga-r 
nizing a Spanish businessmen 
exhibition that is due to be 
held in Amman in March. 
Many businessmen from Cas¬ 
tilla and Leon are expected to 
participate in the 10-day event 
(21 March-3 April). ■ 


Royal Jordanian celebrates its 35th anniversary 

By Star Staff Writer 


"THE DEBTS of Royal Jorda¬ 
nian decreased from $708 mil¬ 
lion in 1993 to 5706 million in 
1998" said Mr Nader Al Tha- 
habl Chief-Executive Officer 
at Royal Jordanian (RJ) in a 
press conference held at the 
Housing Bank complex in 
Amman on Tuesday 15 Decem¬ 
ber. His speech was made o n 
tbe occasion of tbe 35tb anni¬ 
versary of RJ. 

Mr Al Thahabi said that 
Royal Jordanian is trying to 
decrease its liabilities by sef 
(Tristar) and replacing it t 
(Air Bus) which will eventually 
save die airline $33 million 
annually. 

He added that the existing 
debts are basically the results of 
charter flights and foreign 
banks loans, explaining that 
Royal Jordanian has paid back 
more than half of these debts. 

However, RJ is still indebted 
to the Arab Bank, Housing 
Bank, foe Social Security Carp-* 
Jordan’s Oil Refinery Co„' and 
others local companies. Mr Al 
Thahabi said foal die airline's 
biggest debts belong to the Oil 
Refinery company reaching JD 
160 imffion. But ire added that 
the airiinebas paid back about 
JD 1 i million of this. 

He affirmed foe dedication of 



Mr Nader Al Thahabi, Chief Executive Officer of Royal Jordanian speaks to reporters at 
press conference 


Royal Jordanian to the privati¬ 
zation process and the restruc¬ 
turing of foe airlines and added 
font Royal Jordanian is working 
to improve service quality. Al 
Thahaoi told reporters ■ that 
Royal Jordanian is still looking 
for a strategic partner with spe¬ 
cific characteristics. 

Mr Al Thahabi expects tbe 
n umb er of passengers to reach 
around 1-2 million compared 
with 1,350 million last year. He 
added that this decrease is due 


to foe regional instability and 
tension between Iraq and the 
US. 

Al Thahabi also pointed out 
tha t the Indonesian and Malay¬ 
sian financial crises badly 
affected Royal Jordanian since 
foe number of pilgrimages from 
these countries decreased 
substantially. 

Al Thahabi said (hat foe per¬ 
centage of plane-takeoff 
reached 79.7 inl998, which is a 
high percentage compared with 


others 

Mr Al Thahabi concluded the 
press conference with thanks 
and gratitude to His Majesty 
King Hussein for his continuous 
support for die national airline. 
Al Thahabi also thanked former 
and current employees of foe 
company for their hard work 
and dedication. 

Royal Jordanian won die 
‘Platinum Star’ award for ser¬ 
vices and tire IS SO 9002 
awaxdJH 





For more information, call Royal Wings 
or 

any Royal Jordanian office. 
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Clinton visit 
brings them hope 
Palestinians say 



s‘ 


I ■ ' "itinian President Yasser Arafat holds President Clinton's hand against his heart after Arafat’s speech to the Pales- 
itir National Council December 14. Arafat called for a vote that passed and abolished all references to the destruction 
!>•’ aelfrom the Palestinian Charter. 


By Rebecca Trounson 

GAZA CITY—Far from the 
convention halls, the show-of- 
hand votes and the airport rib¬ 
bon cuttings, the people of the 
impoverished Gaza Strip 
looked to President Clinton 
on Monday for dignity and 
hope. 

And many said they found 
what they sought, discovering 
io the eloquent words of the 
US president and in his pres¬ 
ence here in Gaza a deeply 
compassionate recognition of 
their dreams for statehood and 
of their yawning needs. 

“He has made u$ believe in 
the future again.” said Amal 
Dobbagh. a Gaza City house¬ 
wife and mother of five. “He 
has given us hope.” 

At times, this narrow 
stretch of desert seemed 
almost unrecognizable Mon¬ 
day. awash in a sea of red- 
white-aod-blue and dotted by 
signs, in English and Arabic, 
that were filled with the Ian- 


Clinton goes to Palestinian 
erritory to prod peace along 


Nicholas Goldberg 

i' * vA CITY—In a move that 
v- _'i(J have been inconceivable 
* • a few years ago. President 
C : • ••>n traveled Monday to 
!'••• City, the seaside town 
t has been a symbol of Pal- 
oans* resistance to Israeli 
c. .••.pation and. more recently. 
i 1 -eir aspirations for a sove- 
r: : i. independent state. 

3 ’Icstinian police officers 
]•' ••••.! up against the gmftlti- 
!'• vd walls, and thousands 
«■.' -.merican and Palestinian 
f •-• were unfurled when the 
•j icrican helicopters appeared 
r the sky. Donkey carts 
l ■-pcd. barefoot children 
"od out of their cinderblock 
S'" cs. and Israeli soldiers 
3 : ed up over their sandbags 
>he president touched down 
M the brand-new Gaza Interna¬ 
tional Airport. 

: In speeches and meetings 
with Palestinian leaders who 
fnly a decade ago would have 
teen considered terrorists. Clin¬ 
ton took the extraordinary step 
pf empathizing with their frus- 
L’jti'in.s and acknowledging 
their right to determine their 
n fate in their own land. 

"I know the peace process 
stjsids at a crossroads.” Clinton 
- : , :d. “Behind you. a history of 
J-■possession and dispersal: 
ircl'nrc you. the opportunity to 
shape your own future on your 
land. I am profoundly hon¬ 
ored to be the first American 
pi'-'Mdent to address the Pales¬ 
tinian people in a city governed 
Palestinians.” 
in ton was in town to 


attend the Palestine National 
Council session that was to 
annul, formally and publicly, 
clauses of the three-decade-oid 
charter that called for the 
destruction of Israel. After sev¬ 
eral weeks of controversy 
about whether the vote would 
satisfy the demands of Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu! hundreds of Pales¬ 
tinian,., leaders Monday raised 
their hands'to indicate that the 
offensive articles—they have 
already forsworn them but 
agreed to do so again—were 
no longer in force. 

Moments later, the Israelis 
sent word that they were satis¬ 
fied that the issue had been 
resolved. “I hope this will close 
this chapter forever," said Pal¬ 
estinian Authority President 
Yasser Arafat after the vote. 

Even as one difficult prob¬ 
lem was solved, however, oth¬ 
ers moved to the forefront. 
Aides to Netanyahu said he 
still was not prepared to go 
ahead with the next series of 
troop withdrawals from the 
West Bank, scheduled for later 
this week, which was agreed to 
in talks in Maryland in Octo¬ 
ber. The aides said there were 
still more conditions they 
expected Arafat to meet, 
including a pledge not to 
declare an independent state 
unilaterally next year. 

With the Wye accord on the 
line, Clinton. Arafat and Netan¬ 
yahu planned met Tuesday 
morning on the Israel-Gaz’a 
border. Then after visits to 
Masada and Bethlehem, the 
president headed home later 



«uage of pride and aspiration. 
“Palestine is the Land of 
Peace," one said. “We Have a 
Dream, Same as Yours,” read 
another, in an apparent nod to 
the words of Martin Luther 
King Jr. 

On the dusty streets of 
Gaza, there were surreal 
scenes: Palestinian children 
rode bicycles decorated with 
US flags, and normally 
uncommunicative Palestinian 
police shouted words of wel¬ 
come to anyone who appeared 
vaguely Western. American 
flags four stories tall and 
giant posters of Clinton with 
Palestinian Authority Presi¬ 
dent Yasser Arafat hung 
above streets that have often 
been the scene of violent dem¬ 
onstrations, where a US flag 
was more likely to be set 
ablaze in protest over US pol¬ 
icy. There was eager anticipa¬ 
tion of a budding relationship 
with the United Stares that 
would have been unimagina¬ 
ble less than a decade ago, 
when US diplomats were for¬ 
bidden to speak to the Pales¬ 
tine Liberation Organization. 

Clinton's role in pushing 
the negotiations forward at 
the October marathon that 
resulted in the Wye Plantation 
agreement has. for many Pal¬ 
estinians. earned him grati¬ 
tude and the permanent man¬ 
tle of a peacemaker. 

‘Today he (Clinton) will 
not support a Palestinian 
stale, but maybe tomorrow," 
said Khalil el Biram. a 54- 
year-old shopkeeper selling 
dry goods not far from where 
the American president spoke 
to the assembled members of 
the Palestine National Coun¬ 


cil. “The US used to help 
Israel, but now we hope 
they'll help us. The Ameri¬ 
cans are sharing our 
troubles.” 

“Today it’s a new era. a 
new situation” with. the 
United States, said a Palestin¬ 
ian police commander, Sayed 
Shaban. 41. whose men 
helped guard Clinton. “I'm 
not saying that everything is 
on the right path. I'm saying 
rhnr the majority of the peo¬ 
ple are very happy with.the 
visit.” 

Perhaps expectations were 
raised too high, creating the 
risk of disappointment and 
anger at the United States if. 
or when, the peace process 
w'ith Israel bogs down again. * 

But in the territory's 
squalid refugee camps and 
along this city's narrow, 
crowded streets, not all were 
convinced that anything, fun¬ 
damentally, had changed dur¬ 
ing the president's daylong 
visit. Some said they won¬ 
dered if peace will bring them 
jobs, repair their broken side¬ 
walks and feed their children. 
In the Jabaliya refugee camp, 
where residents, said more 
than half the population is out 
of work, many, said they sup¬ 
ported the pek:e process but 
doubted that even the US 
president could keep it ~ on 
track for long. “We hope it 
will be good, but the Israelis 
don't want if to go forward.” 
said Samir Oweis, 35. 

Even so. he and others 
made it clear that they were 
counting on die United States 
to press forward with the pro¬ 
cess. “We know the solution. 
is in the hands of die. United 




States.” said Shchadch 
Amoudi. 45, who owrts a 
household goods shop in the 
camp, "h gives the people 
better hope. It makes them 
feel they con be more suppor¬ 
tive of peace." 

The. crowd gathered just 
outside an unfinished build¬ 
ing, sitting on plastic chairs 
and drinking cups of sweet 
tea. Several expressed a meas¬ 
ure of anger that, despite the 
peace - process, hundreds of 
Palestinians ’ remain impris¬ 
oned by Israel. And they said 
Clinton should do more to 
pressure Israel to free the pris¬ 
oners, whom they view as 
heroes of a national struggle. 
Israel has said it will not free 
Palestinians who participated 
ip violent acts against Israelis 
or..who are members of mili¬ 
tant Islamic groups. 

Abdul pattah Sharafi, a 20- 
year-old in a jaunty blue hat, 
proudly declared that he had 
burned American flags during 
the long uprising known as 
the ‘‘Intifada.” He remained 
determined to see Israel fall 
into the sea. he said. Several 
youngsters in the crowd 
agreed. But on this day of 
newly heightened aspirations 
for peace with Israel, it 
quickly was apparent that 
they were in the minority. 
“No-one wants to destroy 
Israel.” said Amoudi. “I 
worked in Israel for 20 
years.” “If they will live in 
peace with us, we will live in 
peace with them,” another 
said. “We all want peace.”! 


LA Times- Washington 
Post News Service 




a warm 
from Palestinians 
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President Clinton with his daughter Chelsea hang ornaments on a Christmas tree during 
a ceremony in Manger Square in Bethlehem, December 15. Clinton was on the last day 
of his three day visit to the Middle EasL 


Tuesday. In the end. Arafat's 
agreement to have the PNC 
vote once again to annul the 
charter’s call for the destruction 
of Israel was a small price to 
pay for the historic visit of the 
president to this 28-mile-Ions 
patch of land. 

On the streets, there were 


some Palestinians who said 
they still distrusted the United 
States, which has Jong been 
viewed as Israel's most stead¬ 
fast ally in the regional con¬ 
flict. However, most Palestin¬ 
ians Monday said they were 
proud that Clinton had come, 
and most felt sure that it 


augured a dramatic shift in 
relations with the most power¬ 
ful country in the world. 

“The United States is the 
superpower that can help eve- 
p'body, and whatever country 
ir helps will be raised up," stud 
Khalil Mahmoud el-Biram, a 
shopkeeper in Gaza City.1 


Arab Americans torn over Clinton tragedy 


By Ray Hanania 

■ iO OTHER president or American politician on a 
national level has done more to support the aspi ra¬ 
dons of the Palestinian people than President Wil¬ 
liam Jefferson Clinton. 

Anyone who even allows his wife to join him in 
making a public statement supporting Palestinian 
Statehood that challenges the official policies of 
AIPAC deserves extra credit for courageousness. 

Yet despite all this, many Arab Americans who 
believe strongly in issues of morality are torn 
between Clinton’s record of fairness on Palestinian 
-nd Arab issues, and his unethical, immoral behav- 
inr in the White House. 

Clinton's conduct deserves censure and it mav 
even deserve impeachment. It is a tragedy when 
we consider his track record of balancing Ameri¬ 
can foreign policj between Israel and the Arabs 
better than it ever has been before. 

Clinton’s efforts far exceed even the policies of 
President Jimm> Carter, who. despite selling the 
laic Anwar Sadat a bill of goods, managed to 
declare his support of Palestinian Statehood imme¬ 
diately after he was defeated for re-election. 

It wasn't long ago that American Officials— 
'•even African Americans—were severely pun¬ 
ished for simply "talking” to representatives of the 
Palestinian people. 

Andrew Young, the courageous African Ameri- 
;an civil rights leader and right hand of the assas- 
inaled Rev Martin Luther King Jr., was forced to 
resign as the United States Ambassador to the 
United Nations, simply for having a conversation 
■•ilh Zuhdi Labib Terazi. the kindly old former 
official observer of the PLO. 

Paul Findley was ostracized, berated and then 
forced out of his southern Illinois Congressional 
district seat in a campaign of hate that was funded 


by pro-Israel extremists. Even though, his policies 
meticulously adhered to the needs and the wishes 
of his congressional district’s constituents. 

Need we remember the stunning defeat of one 
of Illinois’ most popular US Senators. Charles 
Percy, who also was defeated in a campaign partly 

funded by pro-Israel fanatics who opposed his 
“evco banded” approach to the Middle East. 

We can so ail the way back to President Harry 
S. Truman, the so-called “people’s president" who 
was forced by his high-level Jewish advisers to 
recognize Israel's boundaries despite the fact that 
those boundaries violated even the United Nations 
Partition Plan and contradicted .American interests 
in the .Arab World. 

There was a time when being fair wasn't 
enough in the United States. You had to be pro- 
Israel or you had to be defeated That was and still 
is AIPAC policy, although they are not as effec¬ 
tive today as they were during their “Thousand 
Year Reign.” 

Public debate between candidates for election 
was never about which side the candidate sup¬ 
ported in the Middle Ea.su but about which candi¬ 
date supported Israel more. 

President Clinton didn't have to support Pales¬ 
tinian rights. He could have done what most 
elected officials—including those of Arab heri¬ 
tage—often do. and that is to support .AIPAC and 
Israel’s one-sided agenda, offering lip service to 
Palestinian rights only once out of office. John 
Sununu and Senator George Mitchell are great 
examples of Arab Americans in high places who 
could only whisper about their Arab heritage until 
they were filing their papers for their pensions. 

President Carter is credited with bringing about 
the first ever peace accord between Israel and an 
Arab government when he convinced the late 
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat that the American 


Indians didn’t get such a bad deal when they sold 
Manhattan Island for a handful of beads and empty 
promises. 

President George Bush, who orchestrated the 
Arab Front in the war against Iraq, was actually 
the first president ever to address an Arab Ameri¬ 
can audience, although it was very low key. 

Clinton became the first American President 
ever to publicly address an Arab American audi¬ 
ence. And while the flack was coming in hot and 
heavy against him from extremist supporters of 
Israel, he even dispatched his wife, Hillary, to pub¬ 
licly declare her support of a Palestinian State. 

His actions are a testament ro amazing courage 
considering that every prior elected official who 
ever expressed a hint of sympathy for Palestinian 
or Arab concerns was hammered first by AIPAC. 
then ostracized by the US Congress (which is the 
first territory Israel has occupied), and finally, 
ousted in campaigns of hatred funded usually by 
people who don'L even live in the targeted elected 
officials' home district. 

Arab Americans must not be silent during this 
debate on Clinton's alleged transgressions, how¬ 
ever. We should be vocai. But once the debate is 
over and his punishment is decided, let us not for¬ 
get that President Clinton has forever changed the 
American-Middle East game board, and has 
opened a door that has shamefully been closed to 
Americans of Arab heritage, and that can never be 
closed again. 

More importantly, Clinton has stood publicly 
for whai Is right, rather than for what is politically 
correct.! 

Arab Media Syndication (Ray Hanania is a 
Palestinian American author and journalist) 


By Rebecca Trounson 

GAZA CITY—Of many stand¬ 
ing ovations at the Shawa con¬ 
vention center Monday, one of 
the warmest went to the other 
Clinton in the bouse, the Amer¬ 
ican president’s wife. Hillary. • 
Welcomed by Pales tinian 
leader Yasser Arafat as a 
“great and generous guest,” 
Hillary Rodham Clinton 
beamed to the audience, her 
daughter Chelsea at her side. 
Mrs Clinton and. Arafat’s wife. 
Soha, seemed genuinely 
friendly, walking arm-in-arm 
and whispering to each other as 
though sharing comfortable 
confidences. 

While her husband is in 
Israel and the Palestinian terri¬ 
tories to attempt to rescue an 
endangered peace. Hillary 
Clinton is making a few stops 
of her own. She visited a 
school for handicapped chil¬ 
dren on Monday. The day 
before, she went to a village 
where Arab and Jewish fami¬ 
lies live side by side. 

Praised as a strong woman 
who stands by her family in the 
worst of times, she has 
attracted fans oo both sides of 
the national divide. But espe¬ 
cially among Palestinians, the 
first lady has earned special 
status because she is remem¬ 
bered for having declared, way 
ahead of American official¬ 
dom, her support for a Palestin¬ 
ian state. 

“I think that it will be in the 
long-term interests of the Mid¬ 
dle East for Palestine to be a 
state, and for it to be a state 
that is responsible for its citi¬ 
zens’ well-being,' a state that 
has responsibility for providing 
education and health care and 
economic opportunity to its cit¬ 
izens, a state that has to accept 
the responsibility for govern¬ 
ing," she said. 

That statement last May set 
off alarm bells among Israelis, 
American Jewish organiza¬ 
tions, and an antsy US Stale 
Department that was then 
attempting to restart Israeli- 
Palestinian peace negotiations. 
The president's spokesman 
found himself having to dis¬ 
tance Hillary Clinton’s com¬ 
ments from her husband’s offi¬ 
cial position. 

On this nip, the Israelis have 
not mentioned their dismay 
over the matter, although 
Israeli television Monday night 
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wi f e °f Palestinian President Yasser 
Binary Clinton try on ZjSml 
P f’. s * num <* d yeomen's center at 

SUP £ 0rtS SmaU business development 
J or Palestinian women December 14 . President ciiLtnn \ 

timZZ! ^^^wwntrolled area was lauded by Pales- 
dntan leaders as a boost to their quest 


rebroadcast the comments, 
which she made to a group of 
Israeli and Arab students. 

And on Monday as she vis¬ 
ited Gaza children who sere¬ 
naded her with drums and bag- 
pipes, a reporter shouted out a 
question, .asking whether she 
still supported a Palestinian 
state. 

She ignored the reporter. 
Instead, she pledged $73 mil- 
lion in aid to Palestinian refu¬ 
gees and women’s groups. 

Palestinians who jostled to 
catch a glimpse Monday of 
Uiston or her’ husband said 
they were grateful to the first 
lady for her. statehood state- 
twins. “There was an impres¬ 
sion that the US 'was only a 
mend of Israel, but 

when she said these things 
and then came here, there was a 
change in that impression” 
said Mahmoud ^awafua, who 
was working in his father’s 
small grocery store. 



Amal Dabbagb and her 
daughters were hanging off 
their third-floor balcony to 
watch the festivities as the 
Urnton motorcade whizzed by. 
Dabbagh. 43, .had stayed up all 
rnght cooking, and done all her 
cleaning in the. morning, so that 
she would (x. feu for when the 
Utnrons came to town. 

“It is a very good thing for 
she could come 
with her husband and visit the 
msstinran people, and that we 
could see them with our own 
eyes, she said. 

In krael, Hillary a in con had 
adrmreratoo. “Hillary is a role 

SS mer said Jocelyn 
from Phil¬ 
adelphia who is “making aliya” 
- unnugrating _ to Israel. 

,n ‘ e %em woman 
who ran stand up for herself. 
Aod she dresses greaL"! 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 
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Voice actors’ abilities are 



more in demand than ever 


By Michael P. Lucas 




HOLLYWOOD—Dylan fickle, the 
gnarly new baby on. Nickelodeon's 
long-mnning animated, series 
“Rugrats," is actress Tara CharehdofFs 
brotber-pummeling, toy-grabbing, op- 
spittmg bundle of joy. 

She supplied TJylan’s cries in “The 
Rugrats Movie” and she’ll be with him 
in February when be crawls, cooing 
and gurgling, into the small screen to 
join the gang of preschoolers in new 
episodes of the No .1-rated prime-time 
children's series. 

Cbarendpff is considered a rising 
star among the newest wave of voice¬ 
over actors, a fraternity long regarded 
as Hollywood’s carnival 
sideshow—the ones who 
laid the goofy Goofy 
soundtracks on slapstick 
cartoons. But with ani¬ 
mated shows sprouting 
like kudzu, and reflecting 
costlier production values 
and better writing, voice¬ 
over work, bas become a 
hip thing. £ven TV and 
film stars clamor for guest 
spots on children's stows. 

Her babbling, giy»plin p; 

Baby Dil performance— 
from the first starkly mov¬ 
ing delivery-room cries in 
the “Rugrats” feature 
film —have marte .her a 
top choice of Hollywood 
casting directors. And her 
peers now consider Cba- 
rendoff a major new tal¬ 
ent among those actors 
following in the footsteps 
of the late Mel "Bugs 
Bunny” Blanc. 

But “Rugrats” is only 
one of the series that Cha- 
rendoff is on this fall. The 
petite, 23-year-old 

Toronto native also plays 
Spot, a neurotic ben in 
“Disney’s 101 Dalma¬ 
tians”; Bubbles, one of 
the “Powerpuff Girls" on 
Cartoon Network; and 
she's lined up a parade of 
guest spots. 


mal-loolring people who. undergo an 
amazing transformation once they’re in 
a recording studio. They make weird, 
wild, wonderful sounds—as If they 
were possessed by zany or bizarre 
characters. 

“I tend to do a lot of goofy, crazy 
stuff. Chairs, dogs, cars, motorcycles, 
all kinds of animals.” Welker said after 
a recent recording session near Warner 
Bros. Widely regarded as one of the 
foremost talents in the field, he has 
hundreds of credits over the past two 
decades, working steadily in children's 
a nim a t ed shows. He is Santa’s little 
Helper in “The Simpsons” and Freddie 
Jones in “Scooby Doo." He played a 
dog that explodes on an episode of 


That means Hollywood animation stu¬ 
dios are running at high gear, hiring 
voice specialists as well as on-camera 
actors who enjoy the quick sessions— 
no need for wardrobe, makeup and 
hair—and the chance to play out of 
type or do work their children can 
appreciate. 

“It’s a great gig, it’s really fun, and 
if you're vain and worried about the 
way you look, you have that on your 
side,” said Flea, bassist in the rock 
group Red Hot Chili Peppers, who 
plays a mute but emotively noisy 4- 
year-old, Donnie, in the “The Wild 
Thornbeirys,” another Nickelodeon 
series. It's a role he took in large pan, 
he said, to please his 10-year-old 



Tara Charendoff is the voice of Baby Dil, on Rugrats. 
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While Charendoff is usually only 
heard, not seen, her ability to act is as 
important as her voice. 

“After all, Blanc was a great actor, 
he had great timing, comedic gifts. He 
didn’t just do a Brooklyn accent, be 
became those. characters," said Mau¬ 
rice LaMatcto,: wtore^fly. yop , an - 
ammatiag Ad ne ffwanpftbr (ft perfor-i? 
manceus the Bram' on W&mer Bros. ^ 
lab mouse buddy series. “Pinky. & the 
Brain.” . 

"When I do the Brain, people tell me . 
1 hunch over and cock an eyebrow; I 
become the Brain,", said LaMarche, a 
comedy club impersonator tapped to 
perform Chief Quunby 13 years ago on 
“Inspector Gadget.” 

Voice actors-—take an old hand like 
Frank Welker, for instance—are nor- 


“Tbe X-Hles." In feature films, be was 
Khan in “Mulan” and the murderous 
female alien Sil in “Species.” 

Welker and other voice actors create 
the characters that are later given final 
form by animation artists and, by all 
measure, greeted eagerly by audiences. 

Indeed, a number of network and 

watf^ aama ted kids’ ■ptogra m nung'^ 
Satnrahy mornings, and more of it on 
weekdays before and after school. 
Fox's successful prime-tune shows 
The Simpsons” and “King of the Hill" 
have spurred the network to order the 
animated “Futurama" and “Family 
Guy," to begin early next year. UPN 
will soon introduce “Dflbert” and there 
is talk that other networks are consider¬ 
ing prime-time projects. 


daughter, Clara. 

“But it's not for everybody,” be 
said, adding that some actors find it 
difficult to act if they can’t use their 
faces and body language. 

After all, acting is the soul of the 
craft, even amid a dizzying array of 
technical advances in TV and film pro¬ 
duction, said Bob Kurtz, veteran com- 
meraaf animator and governor of the 
animation- peer group of the Academy 
of Television 1 Arts & Sciences. The 
basic tool is still just a microphone. 

-“To put personality in a voice, to be 
dramatic, comedic and in a sense to hit 
your mark vocally, it takes quite a bit 
of talent,” said Kurtz. 

Billy West, the new voice of Woody 
in Fox’s upcoming senes "Woody 
Woodpecker.” said it takes hard work 
to stay on top. 


‘The best people have this endless, 
ever-expanding bag of tricks,” said 
West, another top-tier actor who has a 
starring role in the upcoming “Futu¬ 
rama.” from “Simpsons" creator Matt 
Greening. 

“It's all theater of the mind ... all the 
worlds you create arc based on the 2- 
mch strip of flesh in your throat.” West j 
said. "It’s not this goofy- collection of 
witty little voices. It’s real damn 
acting." 

The ultimate tribute to the voice¬ 
over profession has come from TV and 
film stars, who have been flocking to 
ihe recording studios for feature roles 
and guest spots, a trend started by “The 
Simpsons.” 

Sure enough, a recent 
“Simpsons” featured Alec 
Baldwin, Kim Basinger 
and Ron Howard in an epi¬ 
sode about celebrities 
mobbed by overeager fans. 
But in real life, celebrities 
are practically mobbing 
animating casting offices. 

“Fra getting calls from 
(celebrityi agents all the 
time,” said Leslie Lamers, 
casting director at Warner 
Bros. Animation. 

Bat regular roles require 
voice specialists, which is 
why Jamie Thomasson, 
casting director at Disney 
Television Animation, 
hired Charendoff for a key 
part—a neurotic ben—in 
“Disney's 101 Dalma¬ 
tians,” a new 65-episode 
TV series. 

Charendoff recalls prac¬ 
ticing silly voices as a little 
girl. She turned profes¬ 
sional as a 13-year-old in 
the title role in “Hello 
Kitty.” a 20-episode ani¬ 
mated series. 

Her facile vocalizations 
landed her roles in the 
video feature “Scooby Doo 
on Zombie Island” and 
“New Batman/Superman 
Adventures.” She was the 
doll Molly in the Hallo¬ 


ween episode of “Sabrina the Teenage 
Witch." 

Unlike most of her voice-over breth¬ 
ren, Charendoff has a fair number of 
live-action credits, including ABC- 
TV's “Sabrina Goes to Rome,” playing 
a 17-year-old witch who gets her first 
kiss. 

Of course the role of baby Dylan 
will mean sbe’H be playing even 
ter dialogue is limited to the 

and “Pdopyl*—but she 
plays it with passion. 

Barbara Wright, casting director for 
“Rugrats” production company Klasky 
Csupo. said Chareodoff was her first 
choice for the part “It was her and 
there wasn’t any runner-up.”* 


LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 



He’s winter’s 
warmest snowman 


By 5nsan King 


HOLLYWOOD—Michael 
Keaton has gone from Batman 
to snowman. 

- As flue star of the new family 
fantasy“Jack frost," Keaton 
plays a cool dad and budding 
rock star who tragically dies in 
a car crash one Christinas. Jack 
gets the. . opportunity to 
become—quite literally—an 
even coaler father to his young 
son, Charlie, when he returns 
to Barth as the magical snow¬ 
man the- next holiday. The 
Warna' Bros, film opened last 
Friday in the US. 

The talking and walking 
snowman, which reflects Kea¬ 
ton’s bouncy personality, was 
created by Jim Henson’s Crea- 
mre Sbop (“George of the Jun¬ 
gle," “Dr Dolitile”) in Burbank 
and by Industrial Light & 
Magic, which created com¬ 
puter-generated images _ for 
Jack Frost’s more action- 
packed stums. 

In a room at the Creature 
Stop, petite puppeteer Denise 
Cheshire recently suited up to 
demonstrate the Jack Frost 
puppet, an impressive three- 
snowball creature made of 
foam latex. Hanging at its sides 
were the mechanical arms, cov¬ 
ered in brown latex to simulate 
brandies. 

Besides Cheshire, “there is a 
puppeteer at the performance 
control station who is perform¬ 
ing the bead by radio control,” 
said General Manager Matt J. 
Britton. “When we are using 
cable arms, there are two per¬ 
formers on those. When they 
use die radio-comrol . arms, 
those only require one 
performer” 

One of the puppeteers also 
serves as die performance coor¬ 
dinator. “Part of what you have 
to do is get those four people to 
work all as one character, 
Britton said. _. 

Thirty-nine parts comprise 
the variations of Jack frost 
seen in the file*. 

Jacks in die film are a melting 


snowman, a prone version for 
when . Jack is accidentally 
swept up by a snowplow and a 
sealed version in which the 
lower snowball pouches out in 
front 

The elaborate costume bas 
an inner structure made of 
foam. “That is what gives it the 
structure,” Britton said. “When 
she moves her leg, you don’t 
want her knee pushing oul 
Y ou want that whole ball to 
move. That is why she is sur¬ 
rounded by that foam and 
wrapped in spandex.” 

Before the Creature Shop 
became involved in the project 
in early 1997, Warner Bros, 
had built a prototype of the 
suit. “The prototype had a sili¬ 
cone skin which had a neat 
translucent (quality) to it, 
which was like -teal snow” 
Britton said. “The downside is 
that it was incredibly heavy. So 
that made the suit a real pig to 
wear.” 

This suit has a foam latex 
cicin that was painted with a 
layer of white silicone. Before 
the silicone cured, they pressed 
artificial snow into the.silicone 
surface. “When it cures, it 
bonds into the artificial snow,” 
Britton sad. 

Originally. George Clooney 
was set to play Jack Frost, so 
the head was sculpted to 
resemble the *ER’ heartlhrob. 
Keaton and director Troy 
Miller, who replaced original 
director Sam Raimi, came on 
board the project very late in 
the game. 

“We sort of had to play 
catch-up,” Britton said. “Once 
it became Michael Keaton, we 
didn’t change the head com¬ 
pletely. We did some signature 
things to the chin and to the 
lips because Michael Keaton 
has this little mouth and talks 
out of the front of his mouth. 
You can only do as much to 
reflect the performer.? 

■jhe snowman also had to 
look like it was made by young 
Charlie. The suit even has sev- 
eral child’s handprints 


imprinted into the skin. Tf it 
looked like a snowman 
designed by a Warner feature 
animator, h would be a fun 
character," Britton said. “But it 
would also make it harder to 
believe that a child made the 
snowman.” 

For the snowman's coal 
eyes, the designers frosted 
what would be the white of the 
eyes and kept the center point 
“real shiny to give, it focus," 
Britton says. 

The eyebrows, which were 

- made out of juniper bush, were 
added so there would be more 
than just white snow making 
up Jack’s face. 

Keaton prerecorded his dia¬ 
logue and “we would feed 
those lines into can- computer 
system and then record the per¬ 
formance of the animatronic 
bead in sync with that. 

The only part we prere¬ 
corded is the performance of 
(he mouth for the lip-sync 
sniff. The rest of the stuff, the 
eyes and brows, are kept alive 
by the 'performer so you' can 
keep /a certain amount of 
spontaneity.” 

Industrial Light & Magic 
supplied the compater- 
generated-images of Jack Frost 
for the things the puppet 
couldn’t physically do. “We 
did all the mg action shots of 
the snow man flying through 
the air, jumping or falling 
apartf’said Joe Letted, Indus¬ 
trial Light & Magic’s visual 
effects supervisor. 

- Before production began, the 
company photographed Che¬ 
shire in the snowman’s suit 
“from many different angles,” 
Letteri said. “We built a CG 
(computer generated) model 
that repEcaied it Ultimately, 
the CG model needs to be the 
same character (as the puppet). 
When we build the baric 
model, we have to do all the 
facial expressions jp ihe same 
way they do.” 

Both the Creature Shop and 
Industrial light & Magic wres¬ 
tled with several problems dur- 



Michael Keaton 


ing production, especially 
those related to shooting a 
white object on the equally 
white snow. Just as real snow 
does. Jack Frost tended to get 
dirty and yellow during the 
shoot. 

“Everybody bas their own 
ideas of what a snowman 
should be,” Letteri says. “Ulti¬ 
mately, we bad to fall in line 
with whar Troy’s ideas of what 
the snowman would be.” 

Britton said h was also diffi¬ 
cult to figure out how the 
snowman should move because 
it doesn’t have feet. The twig 
arms were also a problem: 


They were much too small for 
Cheshire to fit into. 

But. said Britton, “if you 
could see that those arms were 
big enough (for a person), it 
throws the gag away. We 
wanted to make that illusion as 
strong as we possibly can. The 
big part of the illusion was hid¬ 
ing the proportions of a human 
performing inside so lhai the 
audience doesn't see them and 
it doesn’t look like a perfoimer 
in a suiLTB 


LA Times- Washington Post 
Newsservice 



ER’ tackles social 
issues and stays 
atop the ratings 



By Greg Braxton 


HOLLYWOOD—It seemed like a natural 
for an evening out—two lovers going to a 
nightclub to hear some cool jazz. But the 
situation was anything but simple for Dr 
Peter Benton, County General Memorial 
Hospital’s intense, high-profile black sur¬ 
geon played by Eriq La Salle and one of 
die central figures in *ER\ 

The show's writers have woven Ben¬ 
ton's struggle to adjust to his relationship 
with white surgeon Elizabeth Corday (Alex 
Kingston) through most of this season and 
last In this particular episode, Benton faces 
his anxiety about being seen with Corday at 
the club, which has a largely black 
clientele. 

While Benton fights his own internal bat¬ 
tles. the emergency room corridor is lined 
with unfolding stories of class, race, cultu¬ 
ral diversity, AIDS, disabilities and preju¬ 
dice in all its forms—themes that course 
through the show season after season. And 
while ‘ER‘ moves at a breathless pace with 
its trademark rapid-fire medical terminol¬ 
ogy, quick camera moves, surreal happen¬ 
ings and romantic entanglements, it takes 
its time dealing with, significant social 
issues: 

It’s 1 a’format‘that’s working: The land¬ 
mark medical drama is television's most 
popular series—and at $850 million over 
the next three years, its most expensive. 
Last Thursday. *ER’ celebrated its 1001b 
episode still at the top of the ratings pack. 

Amid all of the care and healing taking 
place at the emergency room of die Chi¬ 
cago facility, tempers flare, romantic ten¬ 
sions unravel and the personal lives of the 
physicians require almost os much mending 
as the medical problems of the patients 
they're treating. 

Lydia Woodward, an executive producer 
on die series, said the story lines explored 
on ‘ER‘ flow naturally out of the charac¬ 
ters. and not because of any agenda put 
forth by the writeis or producers. 

“AD of our storytelling starts with the 
character, dol with the issue," Woodward 
said. "The only message that we ever want 
to put forth is that these are really hard jobs 
that these people are doing—emotionally 
demanding. These people see a lot of things 
that most of us don't see, and they have 
certain ways of handling it.” 

Nevertheless the series gets high marks 
from outsiders for its diligence in tackling 
often-controversial issues with a dimension 
and intensity seldom seen on network 
television. 

“What they have done on “ER" is noth¬ 
ing short of revolutionary in dealing with 
real-life issues among physicians that have 
rarely come to light.” said Dr Gaiy Cohen, 
a board member of the Pacific Oaks Medi¬ 
cal Group, which he called the largest HJV 
treatment facility in the country. “It’s 
shown physicians as human beings, not as 
magicians." 

By slowly advancing the plot on the 
Benton-Corday relationship, the show's 
prodocers have been able to touch on a 
number of complex aspects surrounding 
inteiracia] dating, cultural identity and the 
difficulty of romance in the workplace. 
And they have made it as much Corday's 
story as Benton's. 

“The race issue played a small part of 
that interaction in the beginning, but then 
we let that fall away.” Woodward said. 
“Now it’s basically about two hard¬ 
working individuals who have trouble see¬ 
ing each other. We approach it as ‘How 
would two people juggle all of this?’” 

“It’s good for TV to show that interra¬ 
cial relationships do happen," said Karen 
Grigsby Bates, a commentator on National 
Public Radio. "People on television dra¬ 
mas have diversity, while sitcoms are still 
largely segregated." 

As they have with La Salle's character, 
the writers have spent several years fol¬ 


lowing Jeanie Boulet (Gloria Reuben), a 
physcTan’s assistant who is HIV-positive. 
The series shows her dealing with her own 
health crisis while being determined to 
help others. She contract&J the virus from 
her estranged husband, who had been hav¬ 
ing extramarital affairs. Reuben’s charac¬ 
ter moved from anger to forgiveness in a 
series of poignant episodes. 

In previous seasons, the writers used 
Reuben's character to get at the public's 
reaction to those who are living with HIV, 
exploring fear, discrimination and, ulti¬ 
mately, acceptance. . 

“There are an awfol lot of quality peo¬ 
ple and health care workers infected with 
HTV, and this was a story that needed to 
be told,” Cohen said. “Jeanie is shown as 
being a competent person dealing with a 
real-life issue.” 

The themes the writing staff chooses are 
rarely easy ones. The drama has also dealt 
with the inward struggle of Dr John Carter 
(Noah Wyle) as he tries to reconcile his 
lifestyle and choice of profession with his 
silver-spoon, upper-class upbringing. And 
the abrasiveness of attending physician 
Kerry Weaver (Laura Innes), who walks 
with a crutch and has run-ins with almost 
everyone around her. 

“When you have these familiar charac¬ 
ters and audiences form a kind of personal 
relationship with them, it’s a fertile way to 
show how they would deal with certain 
societal or quality-of-Iife issues.” said 
Innes, who joined the series in its second 
season. “The value of my character is that 
Kerry has a disability, but she functions 
extremely weU in a high-pressure environ¬ 
ment, and she has an expertise that makes 
her colleagues respect her.” 

Had Kerry Weaver been written as a 
victim, the role would not have interested 
Innes: “Usually disabled people are por¬ 
trayed as victims, on the outside looking 
in. They are pitied. Kerry is not any of 
those things. I don't want to sound highfa¬ 
lutin, but TV is the perfect format to 
change that image." 

Despite the series' avoidance of getting 
on platforms, scholars and others suggest 
dial by taking on difficult topics, what 
ultimately results is simply good 
television. 

“What they’ve done, particularly with 
Jeanie Boulet, is terrific," said Smart Fis- 
choff. professor of media psychology at 
California State University, Los Angeles. 
“It's provided some of the most moving 
hours of television. When she reacts to 
things in the hospital, all the audience 
needs to see is a close-up of her face, and 
that speaks volumes. They don't have to 
keep announcing what her affliction is.” 

Innes agreed: “I think we've made some 
inroads into people having an idea that 
HTV just doesn't hit junkies and gay men. 
Gloria did a beautiful job. and it's nice to 
see a different face on that kind of 
problem." 

At first even the studio that produces 
the series didn't have a sense of the 
show’s potential. And then executives 
began seeing the footage. 

"The first 10 episodes of this show 
exceeded everyone's expectations, and 
during the last five years it's just been run¬ 
ning hot and steady,” said Tony Jonas, 
president of Warner Bros. Television. 

The writers slipped in a subtie nod to 
the show's survival with a story Erie that 
runs throughout ‘ER's’ 100th episode. In 
this week’s show, the hospital’s oldest 
patient, Ruth Johnson (Anne Pitoniak), 
who was born at the facility 100 years 
ago, is honored during the hospital's 100th 
anniversary. 

Said Innes of bitting ZOO: “It’s a bit of a 
surreal event I don’t think it registered 
too much with everyone until the day of 
die cake-cutting. But other than that, 
there’s still the work to do. And we’re 
here every day 
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Delegation returns 
from Yugoslavia 

A JORDANIAN press delega¬ 
tion. which was invited by 
Yugoslav Airlines. has 
returned from Yugoslavia 
after a week-visit to the coun¬ 
try. The delegation which met 
with several Yugoslav offi¬ 
cials included Mr Nader ‘Aji- 
lat. Mr Mohammed Sala- 
meh, Mr Faisal ShbouL Mr 
NabiJ Ghishan, Ms ‘Aiasha 
A1 Razem and Ms Fardous 
Ai Masri. Details on the visit 
will be published in The Star's 
next issue. 
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Hotel InterContinental Jordan 
donates trees GAM 

ac tt has become the customi. Hotel 
toter Continental Jordan donated three trees forth* 
Se Amman Municipal*. Mr- Jonathan Soper. 
Manner of the Inter.ConUnental accumpa- 
of the hotel's Environmental 

Committee visited the Greater Amman Mn-W 
and helped the Municipality officials to plant the 

The event is part of several other environmental 
activities carried out by the hotel's management in 
its continuous efforts to preserve and protect Jor- 
dan’s environment^ 


OFF THE 
WALL 

By Rana Haddad 


Trust 

THE OTHER-day. I-weni- 
. out to a supermarket to - -, 
buy some chips. While'I ' 
was looking- for fn»y-.- 
favoritc kind.. a . youug- 

- boy entered and asked '.. 
■the' man if there was- L 

; "Trust.'’! •• • - - 

The man pointed to.a.'. 
’ certain ' corner -of" th'e 
■ shop, the boy went there : 

. and come back, holding's - 

- • bar of chocolate. - - : ' 

_1 was expecting to see-, 
something else, bur'no,;- 
. there was only: the :bar!-l— 
_ was just waiting' There' ip : j 
pay and leave, something - - 
which l did .when the: - 
' owner finalTy- - real ized-j If-‘ 
was there. - • 77;7 

. Trust is ihe.corc of. our:. 
lives, it ' Has-'' a “great ~ 
impact cm our socialrrela- 
tions. When yon; trust:, 
someone, you speak out~ 
T^our mind to : ’hint-share 1 : 
_yoar secrets, dreamy, ■fblir: 
lies and (ears. rr :: 

Nevertheless.- - the' true 

- essence of this-; sacred:; 

word remains , an unan- ■ 
swered question. When I~ _ 
told a friend, of mine." 
about what happened in 
the supermarket he just - 
laughed. - - 

He believes that every¬ 
one needs u kind of‘'Uto¬ 
pian trust**, where; some - 11 
times a peace .of : 
chocolate, could become : 
your own true 'friend! 
"Imagine, after, eating . 
this mouth-watering bar 
of chocolate which' :; is ’ 
called Trust, you'll 'start 
trusting everyone, you:: 
may even stan wijfr mist¬ 
ing yourself _ and ? ;y our_: 
abilities.'’ he added. ,~~" 

Just ask yoiirself a'si m- '• 
pie question:. How -many; • 
people do. you.really.trust. _ 
these days? Is it possible 
to give a number?'" ” -J - 
" -If you want ray .opm-_" 
-ion. it is not.easy to'find:: 
a trustful person these - 
days. But what would it. 

- "be like if .you spend-your-: 
J-life wft hou [having some~ 

. one to!trust? T •. - 7 ; 

I'.. Trust is a basic-hnrn^p ~ 
:-n^d.: Dee p T n-tfi ^depths— 

. of your heart,-ybir -seek 11 

peace with your own self:. 
and with others'.'" 

However, _ - trusting-.' - 
yourself is the-mosr diffi-. : 
cult thing. Unless you.:- 
believe in your self- ydu- 
will get nowhere.. You 
will also End it difficult* 
10 communicate with oth¬ 
ers, because you- - feel 
insecure about every-. . 
thing, including people.—- ■ 

The power is within}! 
our own minds to change : 
and progress'.-Moreover.' - 
through experience, "one 
might be able .to choose: 
those who. deserve'his or: '- 
her trust an? 1 qye.' Ti is a - 
bliss to Find a crue_com- - 
panion. in a. '.world.".of : 
deception : - and 
conspiracy. 

Trust is a slogan, a:, 
bridge- for people's aspi¬ 
rations to meet togethe.r.-; 

It is a communion of con? '. 
Fidence and dependence 
that must remain a sacred _ 
code in societv.! 


Islamic sculptures 

A Relationship between 
man and his Creator 


By Kofi Attah 

Special to The Star 

MODERN ART is an irrepress¬ 
ible vehicle of conveying mes¬ 
sages. It has become the saint 
of modem culture. I. azim 
Harim Da wood, an Iraqi sculp¬ 
tor has been able to combine all 
the qualities of art and exploit 
bow meaning is contingent 
upon the viewer’s background 
and developed to the artist's 
advantage. 

In his exhibition entitled 
Islamic Sculptures now on dis¬ 
play at the Buran Gallery for 
Fine Arts, he explores human 
perceptions and behaviors in 
different social and political sit¬ 
uations. Going through the 
exhibition, the visitor is struck 
by two outstanding pieces he 
dedicates to peace. These are 
more deeply involved in the 
problem since they point out 
the present state of affairs in his 
country. His cause and method 
of expression are both shaped 
by socio-political events. 

Not everything in the gallery 
depicts the socio-political zig 
zag of his country. The visitor 
is welcomed by a giant Fish dis¬ 
played at the entrance, he calls 
this the fish of fortune because 
of the religious inscription it 
has. Another two pieces bear 
the versus of *Avat Al Kurisi - 
from the Holy Koran. Bui the 
pieces are endless and various. 
In one of the works is a Figure 
of a miniature city of Mosul— 
his birth place—modeled in 
ceramics. 

Da wood was born in 1952 
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in Monsul, about 400 kilome¬ 
ters from Baghdad. He stud¬ 
ied and graduated from the 


University of Baghdad in 
1975 and 1985 and earned 
his BA and MA in fine arts. 
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At the moment he is prepar¬ 
ing for his doctorate in fine 
arts from the University of 
Baghdad. At the same time be 
teaches an at the University of 
Monsul. 

For a long time he has been 
fascinated by Islamic sculp¬ 
tures. but these are. enthused 
by universal themes that come 
out distinctly in his works. His 
statutes of fish, cities and gen¬ 
eral human conduct is 
employed to give a stark 
effect. 

But be goes far beyond and 
dwells on the spiritual realm of 
consolation. His calligraphic 
work is devoted to the praises 
of Allah and the spiritual well 
being of his fellow men. His 
pieces depict a harmonious 
relationship between man and 
his creator. 

Most of his 32 pieces in the 
exhibition are abstracts in 
their surface rendition, a typi¬ 
cal Islamic abstraction. This 


brings out the spirituality of 
the Holy Koran. 

Mixing sculpture 
with calligraphy, he uses sub¬ 
stances which easily attract the 
audience. 

The carefully selected 
medium is chosen for the per¬ 
fection of his work, its propor¬ 
tion and the harmony of its 
movements. Dawood exposes 
the viewer to diverse situa¬ 
tions in Iraq. All the same the 
presence of a hidden message 
is undeniable. The exhibition 
“Islamic Sculptures" represent 
the work of an artist whose 
innovating spirit gives the 
visitor another facet of his 
imagination. 

The exhibition continues till 
26 December 1998 everyday 
from 9 am to 8 pm except on 
Fridays at the Buran Gallery 
For Fine Arts, Al Hamra 
street, in Sweifiab.B 


Hotel InterContinental 
Jordan launched Christmas 
seasons in style 

CHILDREN FROM around the Kingdom joined Hotel 
Intercontinental Jordan to launch the joyous Christmas sea¬ 
son at the hotel. The Children lighted the beautiful and colour¬ 
ful Christmas tree which was set for the happy occasion in the 
main lobby of the hotel. 

During the lighting ceremony. Mr Jonathan Soper, general 
manager of the Hotel presented the four winners of the young 
artists competition organized by the hotel last month their 
awards. The young artists competition demonstrated the 
vision of children in regard of the world's environmental situ¬ 
ation In the year 2000. Other students from the competition 
were also present to celebrate the long awaited event! 


ehab opens internet door 


The new Mercedes-Benz 
CL: in a class of its own 



J i ■ - 


A NEW internet center is now 
open in Amman. The Rehab 
internet Center was opened at 
the beginning of this month in . 

Abdoun. ■ 

Many people and internet j 
lovers attended the opening cer- ■ 
emony. One of the supervisors ! 
in the center, told The Star that . 
he and his partners were hoping ; 
for such a center in their area j 
for long time. j 

He added that by establishing : 
the center, we offer the people ! 
and inhabitants the chance to j 
.surf through the well-developed 
cyberspace technology. The 
Rehab Internet promises its cli¬ 
ents and visitors the highest surfing speed available in Amman. 

An open invitation is made to all those interested, to discover the real atmosphere of surfing. 
The Center, located beside Demi-Tasse Cafe and Khan Muijan coffee shop, is open daily from 
1 i am till midnight. ■ 


STUTTGART—Once again. 
Mercedes-Benz is injecting 
impetus into the top end of ihe 
luxury car market. To follow 
the successful new S-Class, the 
Stung art-based car manufac¬ 
turer is now to unveil another 
model with special attributes: 
the large Mercedes coupe. The 
new CL will make its world¬ 
wide debut next March and 
will be appearing in the show¬ 
rooms of the Mercedes-Benz 
bran sales and service outlets 
by fall 1999. 

The two-door car exudes an 
unmistakable aura. Formal ele¬ 
gance is combined with techni¬ 
cal perfection to produce a syn¬ 
thesis of dynamism and beauty’. 


The new model bears the hall¬ 
marks of the Mercedes style, 
such as the familiar four-eyed 
face with the oval double head 
lamps, reinterpreted in a new 
and exclusive manner to under¬ 
line the unique identity of the 
sports coupe. The soft, rounded 
contours of the wings, the 
extended silhoueue with the 
arresting sweep of‘the curved 
roof and the new design of the 
wrap-around rear windscreen 
highlight the coupe's distinc¬ 
tive features. 

The same approach can be 
found in 3ll aspects of the cars 
technology: the Mercedes 
coupe leads the world car mar¬ 
ket with innovations hitherto 



unseen. The principal innova¬ 
tion is the completely new 
Active Body Coatrol (ABC) 
suspension system which 
creates optimum levels of 
sportiness and comfort, sur¬ 
passing anything previously 
available on tbe market. Using 
sensor signals and special 
hydraulic-cylinders on the 
axles, ABC virtually eliminates 
the roll and pitch movements 
familiar to drivers when setting 
off, cornering and braking. The 
whole process lasts for just a 
fraction of a second, which 
means that the damping effort 
adapts to any situation instanta¬ 
neously. This takes the driving 
experience into an entirely new 
dimension.! 
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Abu Al Hana! 

By Th tihal Ahmad 

Special to The Star 

WE ARE used to seeing Duriad Laham depicting the role of 
die extraordinary in his television programs—indeed he goes 
from one .extreme to the other. Sometimes we see him as lhc 
tyrannical leader who cares about nothing but his own satis¬ 
faction, at another time we see him as the meek wbo cannot 
do anything right, or the law abiding citizen who want* to 
live in a fair and peaceful world. In fact, we have seen him in 
so many roles that it is difficult to recall the number of char¬ 
acters he in the past 20 years or so. And it's only 

fair to say that he perfected each and every one of those 
rales. 

When I -nham decided upon his present character—Abu Al 
Hana—viewers were not surprised as much as they were a 
little distorted about this choice. In the comedy program, 
which is are-run on JTV's Arabic Channel, we are presented 
with the character of the Arab man. Abu Al Hana. portrays 
everything we in die character of the Arab male, he can 
not even speak without dithering, and when he talks, be 
. always says the wrong thing, and stumbles on the wrong foot. 
His character is so irritating it makes the viewers feel like 
shouting or-switching tbe television off. 

But the veteran actor keeps viewers interested because 
they know he has a point to prove. In foci, Abu Al Hana, who 
has extreme difficulty in expressing himself or asserting his 
own views, comes up with words of wisdom, ones which are 
badly needed in our wodd today. He too cannot stand the 
mishaps in our society, and wants them to be put right. But 
things can only go m tbe right direction if you have big 
“Wasta", or knew somebody who can push things along the 
way. But being a poor small time employee in the ministry, 
he can only stand bye and take the hate of insults from his 
superiors. 

In tbe program we can also get some idea about how 
things are run in official ministries, and how most of its 
employees are bored as well as inefficient indeed, we see 
them most of the time eitfier’gossfplng or having tea and 
snacks. Abu AI Hana also presents to the viewers the pathetic 
state of the hierarchical system in government departments in 
die Arab World, where petty officials are always frightened 
of their superiors. For instance, Abu AI Hana feels uneasy 
when he is summoned by director of his department. 

However the main character is not always as obedient and 
meek as vie were first think. Sometimes he flies over the han¬ 
dle when his wife criticizes his mother, or even tries to make 
the odd comment about her mother-in-law for instance. In 
this respect, Abu Al Hana represents the traditional Arab 
male who puts the comfort and respect of his mother before 
anything else. Indeed be carries this notion so far, that the 
viewers feel he is subservient to his mother's wishes. 

- -In tom, this behavior introduces the much contested con¬ 
cept of rivalry between wives and mothers-in-law in the Arab 
World. 

The wife tries to instill her personality in her house, but the 
strong will and sometime cunning mother-in-law stops her 
cold. The conflict between the two women in his life, makes ■, 
Abu Al Hana writable and apologetic, because no matter 
what he does he can not please either of them. For viewers, 
just keep watching for more!! 


Exhibitions 

■ The American Center 
features a poster exhibi¬ 
tion mariring the 50th 
anniversary of the Univer¬ 
sal Declaration of Human 
Rights. The exhibition, 
which includes 30 posters 
reflecting the history of 
human rights movement 
in the US, will be on dis¬ 
play until 30 December. 

■ The 10th anniversary 

exhibition of Contempo¬ 
rary Arab Artists, is cur¬ 
rently showing at Darat 
AI Ftinnn, Jabal Al- 
Weibdeh. until 28 January 
1999. y 

Lectures 

■ The American Center 
hosts an Interfaith Cele¬ 
bration, on 21 December 
at 8 pm. The special 
event, due to be held at 
the auditorium, will fea- 
tore prominent Arab- 
American poet/writer 
BhDaz Abinader reciting 
poetry, traditional Arabic 
music and Christmas car¬ 
ols by students from the 

School* 11 Commun ^ 

Films 

■ The Darat Al Funun 
hosts an art meeting 

Thursday, 17 
December. The Iraqi artist 

Kifah Habib will join in a 
telk meeting after a film 

show, due to be presented 


by Dr Mazin Asfour at 
5:30 pm. 

■ The American Center 
is showing Jingle All The 
Way, today (Thursday), 
17 December. The movie, 
starring Arnold Schwarze¬ 
negger, begins at 5 pm. 

■ The European Film 
Festival is currently on 
display at the Royal Cul¬ 
tural Center. The festival, 
showing several Euro¬ 
pean, movies, will last till 
Friday. 18 December. 

B On the occasion of tbe 
Holy month of Ramadan, 
the French Cultural Cen¬ 
ter holds a special film 
festival this week. Tbe 
festival, which features 
five movies from the 
1990s, will be held daily 
81 Cinema Philadelphia, 
•hid will begin on 19 
December, at 8 pm. 

® The British Council 
will show the movie The 
Bostonians, starring 
Christopher Reeven and 
Vanessa Redgrave, on 22 
December, at 6 pm. 

Concerts 

® til celebration of 
Christmas and the New 
Year, the National Music 
Conservatory’s band will 
hold a special concert of 
light musical pieces on 19 
December, at the Terra 
Sancta Cultural Center- 
The concert, conducted 
hy Mrs Barbara Johnson, 
will be held al 8 pm. 
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Amman cinemas 


Programs on JTV2 
from 19 —25 December 


• Philadelphia I (Tel: 46341491: For Richer Or 
Poorer 

• Philadelphia H (Tefc4634149): Red Comer 

• Galleria I (Tel: 079 33430): Desperate Measures 

• Galleria II (Tel: 079 33430>:The Horse Whisperer 

• Plaza (Tel: 5699238): Saeedi Ai The .American 
University fAwWi-j 

• Concord I (Tel: 5677420): Esmasliya Raveh lay 
(Arabic) 

• Concord II (Tel: 5677420): Black Dos 


Marassem restaurant 
opens in style 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Saheeb Bukhari 
t Religious program) 

3:30—The adventure of the 
Bosh Patrol 

4:00—Neighbors (Drama) 

4:25—Maghreb call to prayer 
5:00—French Progs. 

6:15—Omar Bin Abdel Aziz 
(Arabic series) 

7:00—News in French 
7:15—Words of Wisdom 
7*30—News Headlines 
7:35—Morphy Brown 
8:00—Die Changing world of 
Islam (Religious program) 
8:30- The Pretender (Drama) 
9:15—ABC of Democracy 
10:00—News At Ten 
10:30— Film: 

12:00—Twisted 

SUNDAY 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Saheeh Bukhari 
3:30—Life Off 
4:00—Big Cat Diary (Doc.) 
4:25—Maghreb call to prayer 
5:00—French Programs 
6:15—Omar Bin Abdel Aziz 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—Words of Wisdom 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—The Brittas Empire 
8:00—Journey in the Muslim 
World (Documentary) 

8:30—Walker/Texas ranger 
(Police Drama) 

9:05—Farming & Ecology 
9:30—Behind the Scene 
10:00—News in English 
10:30—Mini-series 
11:50—Doogie Bowser 

MONDAY 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Saheeh Bukhari 
3:30—David Cooperfield 
(Children Drama) 



Journey in the Muslim World, Tuesday at 8:00 pm 

4:00—French Program 
4125—Maghreb call to prayer 
5:10—French Program 
6:15—Omar Bin Abdel Aziz 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—Words of Wisdom 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Parenthood (Comedy) 

8:00—Islamic arts and 


Antiqohies (Documentary) 
8:30—Big Sky 
9:20—Encounter 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—FX -The Illusion 

TUESDAY 
3:00—Hofy Koran 
3:10—Saheeh Bukhari 


330—Bananas in Pyjamas 
4:00—Life Choices (Doc.) 
4125—Maghreb cal) to 
prayer 

5:10—French Program 
6:10—Omar Bin Abdel Aziz 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—Words of Wisdom 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Step by Step 

8:00—Journey in the Muslim 
World 

8 JO—Tom Jones (Drama) 
9:15—You and Yoor Car 

9 JO—Uncut-with movies 
10:00—News At Ten 
10:30—Lonesome Dove 
11:15— -Film: 


WEDNESDAY 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Saheeh Bukhari 
3 JO—Halfway Across The 
Galaxy & Turn Left 
4:10—French Program 
4:25—Maghreb call to prayer 
6:15—Omar Bin Abdel Azi 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—Words of Wisdom 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—< 2 Point AChildren) 
8:00—The Changing World 
of Islam 
8:50—N.Y.PJ) 

9 JO—Great Moments Of 
Science & Technology 
9:40—Faces & Places 
10:00—News at Ten 

10 JO—The Cover Story 
11:15—The Album Show 

THURSDAY 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Saheeh Bukhari 

3 JO—Space Precinct (Sci-fi) 

4 JO—Maghreb call to prayer 
5:00—Sparks (Comedy) 

6:15—Omar Bin Abdel Aziz 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—Words of Wisdom 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Family Matters 
(comedy) 

8:00—Journey In the Muslim 
World 

8 JO—Dr Quinn- The 
Medicine Woman (Drama) 
9:15—Oprah Winfrey Show 
10:00—News at Ten 
10JO —Film: 

12:00—Dudley (Comedy) 

FRIDAY 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Saheeh Bukhari 
3:25—Animated Classics 


4:00—Treasure Hunt 

4 JO—Maghreb call to prayer 

5:00—The Simpsons 

6:15—Omar Bin Abdel Aziz 

7:00—News in French 

7:15—Words of Wisdom 

7:30—News Headlines 

7 J5—Fresh Prince of Bel Air 

8:00—Islamic Arts and 

Antiquities 

8:30—Babylon 5 

9:15—The BBC documentary 

10:00—News at Ten 

10J0—The X Files i Drama) 

11:15—The Halifax 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRAN ASS 
SAMEDI 

17:00—Faut pas river 
19:00—Le journal 

DIMANCHE 
17:00—Le Grand Secret 
19:00— Le Journal 

LUNDI 

17.-00—Tbalassfi 
19:00—Le Journal 

MARDI 

17:00—Les Yens D’Heiene 
19:00—Le Journal 

MERCREDI 
16:00—Francais 
17:00—Des trains— 

19:00—Le Journal 

JEUDI 

15 JO—H’Juckle Berry Fin 
19:00—Le journal 

VENDREDI 
19:00—Le journal 


j Programs are subject to change by JTV 



AL SHl'ROQ COMPANY for Entertainment has opened the Marassem Restaurant in the hie 
Magic city for amusement entertainment on Airport Highway near the Marj Al Hamain inter¬ 
section. Marassem is a fh e-star restaurant offering ! 

It is a Lebanese fond and drinks restaurant under the supervision of Lebanese experts. Mr 
Khalil (Famous, one of the partners in the venture said Marassem is a part of a comprehensive 
hall that includes McMagic and a large entertainment hall. 

Mr Damous added that the project is a part of a JD 45 million complex extending over 125 
dunums. Businessmen and members of the press attended the opening or the restauranUI • 
- - ■ ■ ■■■■ ■ 

The New Grand Hyatt Amman 

Soft opening next week 


AMMAN— The Grand HyaU 
Amman, the Middle East's first 
Grand Hyatt opens its doors to 
the public. It is a welcome 
addition to the tourism and 
business infrastructure of 
Amman and it has been 
warmly welcomed by the local 
Jordanian community. 

Grand Hyatt Amman is 
located in the heart of 
Amman's stately business and 
diplomatic district with an 
invaluable direct link to the 
trade. Exhibition and Confer¬ 
ence Centre. Perched on a 
slope, the hotel overlooks daz¬ 
zling panoramas of the city. 

The hotel’s remarkable 
facade is graced with rosy 
tones, intricate designs and a 
stunning gate entrance—all 
designed to reflect the ancient 
city of Petra. Exquisite works 
of an adorn walls and spaces. 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


IP 

a 

* 

a 


m 

m 

m 

a 

a 


a 

a 

a 

a 

fcl 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

u 

m 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

p 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

m 

M 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 


■ 

■ 


a 

■ 


■ 


a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 


a 

a 

m 

■ 

■ 


a 

m 

■ 

■ 

_ 

a 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 


a 

9 

m 

■ 

■ 

a 

a 

il 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 


a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 


a 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■: 

■ 


a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 


a 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 


■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 


a 

■ 

m 

■ 

■ 

■ 


a 


■ 

■ 


a 


■ 

■ 

■ 

i 

a 

L 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 


a 

■ 

■ 

■ 


a 

a 

a 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 



a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 


a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 


■ 

■ 


a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 


■ 

9 


CflCSS 
1 -a-yda* 

5 Dwett 
1C GaRtenten 

14 Gweappnjrai 

15 Cream tS the 
aap, 

-.6 Raps- 

17 Hoendtight 

18 Puls ou the 


TV shew) 

36 Cal up 

37 Snare, tor 
enB 

38 -„afx)ye 
shsl fscsmbT 

39 Prafle 

40 _ hand 

41 CorwMton 


<3 PartoJtef 


20 *_ tor toe 
money-*. 

21 PxHyphri 
2S Duwnct 

mystery 

22 Short appre- 
fMM 

25 Aucacneerts 
am 

26 Sedan stater 

28 Mwewtti 
iroancy 
32 FBiwtth owe 
5 33 Raetwr* 
r 


44 LaManaMi 

45 Certain 
Atoeztn 

-46 GdtfoBlef 

49 Rwiptart 

50 Kind of Jazz 
53 GeceamcM 

on 

55 U|p®t»task 

56 Trte* partner 

57 Court evert 

58 PBfcsalonal 


DOWN 

1 SBvUbfcw 

2 Rotated 

3 Ratal 

4 Sierra carter 

5 Pumaorchet 

6 Smart 

guy) 

7 High Her - 

8 *_a 
WOnderU 
LtBT 

9 Practice a 
note 

10 GWxtmUM? 

hums 

11 Fairy tab 


k 


58 Sonowtul 


34 B igpee 
UdssstooaS- 

fcn 

35 1 Love _*{<*) 


60 ContBSJprtZB 
31 Horae flat! 


12 ■Rxto 

13 Cafcfistect 

19 Raines and 

fitzgeraid 

21 Current lash- 
ton 

34 tnfcdnct 
25 PUUctH 
28 Began! 

awns • • 
27 Ertarteh 

20 Gun&e 


29 Roar off 

30 MB7vtajni_ 

31 Etombecket 
at 

33 wone 

36 Objects 

37 Burper boo- 

boo 

39 FtecCal num¬ 
ber 

40 Muscat 
Home 

42 Ouencnes 

43 Geese group 
45 v. Houser 

(Dfctans) 

48 Att-ttars 

47 indana 
negfitw 

48 Barryasl 
baby 

49 WBT_ 

51 Bread spead 

32 Amoyingper- 
eon 

54 MteeuneSah. 

pay _ 

55 TbwBRitoe 
stem 


(BT THE WAUL 

o W S. T*BOe MaJb serwa 


O 098. H»me Meat* Swk» 


ever 






M 


to 




:7 c ■- /*'- 


anxieties; 


- *;■ 
- trS 



nnein 

Enon 

□nmo 

□nan 

D 

□□SO 

ODD 

neon 

oann 

nnom 

nn 

non 

nrinn 

nnnn 

□DH 


iNomrros 


-This Week?s-v 

HOROSCOPES 

By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: The sun is in Cancer 
now, shifting the focus to domestic 
matters. This phase will be in effect 
for approximately 30 days, causing 
most of us to want to spend more 
time at home. 

Aris (March 21-April 19)—Study 
hard. You’ll use what you learn as 
quickly as you assimilate it. A friend 
needs your attention. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20)—Count 
your money and then go shopping. 
You need a few new tools and books 
to learn about - in upcoming 
assignment 

Gemini (May 21-June 21)—Yon're 
almost in control of the situation, bnt 
your grasp is beginning to slip. Move 
quickly, to secure the territory 
you've already taken. 

Cancer (June 22-Jnly 22)—You 
may feel pressured but it’s natural. 
You’re about to emerge from yoiir 
chrysalis, that's all. the push you get 
will simply help you take off and fly. 
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)—Your team 
is practically invincible. Your 
encouragement is a big help. You 
znay feel like something is gaining on 
you, however. 

Virgo (Aog. 23-Sept. 22)—Hold 
onto your bat Changes are coming 
fast and furious, from the top- Things 
are in a state of flux. Your friends 
have some good ideas — go along 
for the ride. 

Libra (Sept 23-OcL 23)—You’re 
sharp as a tack. Practice your 
favorite foreign language — you may 
get a chance to use it You'll be 
asked some 1 tough questions.' 

Scorpio (OcL 24-Nov. 21)—Money, 
money, money. That’s your‘theme. 
Make the most of it Love and travel 
dominate, not necessarily in that 
order. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 

21)—Your partner has the great ideas 
but the money being spent is partly 
yours. Better go along on that 
shopping trip! 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jao. 

19)—Work, work, work. Thai’s 
supposed to be your idea of fun, 
right’? You’ll find out Your partner 
will be very demanding. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)—A 
conversation could lead to romance. 
Once you have that out of the way, 
launch into a project together. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)—Home 
and family are'on your mind. You're 
in a snuggle mood, too. Go ahead 
and get a sensitive matter talked out. 
You'll all feel better afterwards. 

If You’re Having a Birthday This 
Week: Your theme for this year Is 
completion, especially pertaining 
to paperwork. Once you get an old 
matter settled you’ll take off like a 
rocket. Put your secret thoughts 
down on paper this year. It’ll be 
amazingly empowering. 
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Words of 
Wisdom 


An argument cannot occur 
if one of the two panics 
refuses to take put 

Why do people want lo 
conceal their poverty when 
they’re young and brag about 
it whan they’re older"? 

The wise person chooses 
to want less rather than to 
have more. 

It isn’t enough for a gar¬ 
dener to love flowers; he or 
she also must hale the woods. 

If you sloop ici deal with 
idiots on their level, they will 
beat you every lime. 

When laws are not clear, 
the } 1 become corrupt in their 
inlciprelation. 

O N*. Tnlmw Mott* S»kk 


imparting the rich heritage of 
local artists and craftsmen 
throughout the hotel. 

During die soft opening, the 
hotel will feature only 120 ele¬ 
gant guestrooms and three food 
and beverage outlets in our 
inspiring lobby. The Grand 
Cafe offers a splendid selection 
of popular International dishes 
and local favorites served 
throughout the day at this pan¬ 
oramic indoor/outdoor cafe. 
L'lncontro, die hotel's Italian 
restaurant, is home to a wood 
burning oven and exhibition 
kitchen where you can watch 
the Italian specialties cooked 
right before your eyes. 

A showcase for luscious 
Mediterranean cuisine, (he res¬ 
taurant also features a charm¬ 
ing outdoor terrace and a pri¬ 
vate dining room for business 
or social dinners. You can relax 
at the Oryx Lounge to the 
sounds of live piano music 
while enjoying a long cocktail 
or fine cognac next lo a cozy 
fireplace. - • 

In January 1999. the 316 de- 
gant guestrooms include 9 Jun¬ 
ior Suits. 4 Executive Suits. 2 
Prince Suits and one Royal 
Suite. All are luxuriously 
appointed and designed to pro¬ 
vide supreme comfort and 
modem convenience including 
individual climate control, 
direct-dial phones with voice 
mail fax line/modem points. 31 
channel satellite TV. hairdryers 
and safes. 

The two floors of Regency 
Club accommodation form a 
“hotel within a hotel” offering 
the highest level of personal- 
wed hospitality and service. 
Guests may relax in the private 
lounge while realizing the mag¬ 
nificent views and a compli¬ 
mentary Buffet breakfast, light 


snack and evening cocktail. 

A further three food and 
beverage outlets will form an 
exciting addition to Amman's 
nightlife. JJ’s, the casual and 
fun Entertainment Center, will 
feature live music, dynamic 
entertainment activities, a tasty 
Tupas menu, a video wall and 
high-tech audio-visuals. At 
Indochinc, the Asian restaurant 
of the hotel. East meets West 
with a mosaic of exotic Vietna¬ 
mese and Asian flavors served 
in a courtly French colonial set¬ 
ting with an exhibition kitchen. 
A private dinning room for 
business or social dinners is 
also available. The Deli shop, 
will offer sensational home 
made salads, imported cheeses 
and freshly baked bread. 

The Grand Hyatt Amman 
offers a variety of versatile 
meeting, banqueting and con¬ 
ference facilities unsurpassed 
in the city and ideal for busi¬ 
ness or social occasions. A 900 
square meter Grand Ballroom 
seats up in - 10 CH.* guests and is 
divisible into three separate, 
soundproof sections. The ball¬ 
room opens onto a lush garden 
courtyard providing a quaint 
area for pre-function activities. 
A junior ballroom, meeting anid 
boardrooms serve as flexible 
venues for a multitude of 
occasions. 

Club Olympus the sophisti¬ 
cated health club and spa 
houses u fully equipped gym. 
aerobics studio, massage and 
pampering treatment rooms, 
sauna, Jacuzzi, indoor and out¬ 
door pool. 

The Business Center is 
equipped with expen Staff to 
help our guests stay in touch, 
with a wide range of communi¬ 
cations, secretarial and support 
services.! 


Air France has identified Jordan 
as one of the priority market in 
the Middle East in 1998, which I 
am very proud of ! 



LAUNCHING THE 4 non-slop 
flights to Paris is a great suc¬ 
cess. This lead to an increase of 
capacity by +130*5-. The reve¬ 
nue of Air France Amman 
increased by +32 f r in 1498 
compared to 1997. In ihe pasr 
eight months Air France carried 
30000 passengers to and from 
Amman in comparison with 
13000 same period last year, an 
increased of +45 f -i*. 

Thanks to the American Alli¬ 
ance signed this year with Con¬ 
tinental and Delta Airlines. Air 
France now offers 220 Ameri¬ 
can destinations through its 
HUB ai Charles de Gaulle Air¬ 
port. This lead to an increase of 
+ 22 tY« of passengers from 
Ammon to the States, both 
ways. 

These code-sharing agree¬ 
ments allow Air France to offer 
multiple-leg flights under the 
Air France flight code from end- 


hxnd. including legs operated 
b\ partner airline. Moreover, life 
alliances can also be used to hajj- 
munize frequent flyer programs: 
Frequence Plus members can 
earn More Miles, ft 

Air France operates 4 noo- 
sinp flights weekly out of 
Amman with the High Techno(- 



econnmy seals. Smoking seats 
as well as telephones are availa¬ 
ble in both cabins. Four million 
French Francs have been allo¬ 
cated to provide a better product 
and in-flight entertainment ser¬ 
vice on board for the coming 
summer. 

The new General Manager 
for the Middle East is Mr 
Franck Thiebunt. He is in 
charge of 18 countries in life 
Arabic Peninsula and the Mid¬ 
dle East Area.H 
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Jourdain 

Supplement en frangais du Star 



Charles Guthrie, a informi Tony Biair et les ministres concemes (Offense et Affaires etrangeres)de la situation turn* T^norte-Darole a to utefois soulignc qu' 
porte-parole. En debut de soiree. Tony Blear s'est ensuite entretenu pendant quinze minutes avec U president > Ui. . ixrp ajoute. iulcrroge sur 

intervention ne se deeidaitpas en «claquant des doigts*. «be rapport Butler est arrive lord mardi soir. nous atscututts me fnrteur* que le gouvemement 

Imminence d'une intervention. Le fait que le monde musulman se prepare an debut du ramadan leweek-end procams ^ rapport du chef des inspecteurs 

prendra en compte. ant ajouli le porte-parole et le ministre des affaires ftrangires, Robin Cook. Ce dernier a quolipe aejaes £ tnulisnani que les resolutions 

de VONU charges du desarmement de ITrak, Richard Butler. Londres estprit, le cas echeant, a unefrappemditatre, a *V \ \ f ois que nous ne donnerions 

du conseil de securite de VONU sur ITrak foumissaient, a son avis, «!'autorite ligale* necessaire a une action. «Nous avo , ,. ^ paurrions faire a 

pas divertissement supplimentcdre a Saddam Hussein (avant une intervention), vous comprendrez qttejene vats pas com s tationncs an Kuweit, 

present *, a souUgne M. Cook. La Grande-Bretagne dispose d'un disposidf militaire important dans le navire ^quipe de canons, 

sue en Arabic saoudUe et quatre en Turquie. Le Royaume-Uni a aussi une frigate dans les eaux du Golfe, le UMb Boxer, amsqp , . . Bridie, nous tSsposonx de 

mais pas de porte-avions. all n’v a pas actueUement de plan pour modifier ce disposidf. Si une intervention miumre contre i trv* • ^ ressortissants 

force, suffUaaus.. poor, participle imlique le oan&ere de la Defease. De son dUi, le minister* des Affaires ^.^^^Z^sZ^fro^^Te 
contre tout deplacement en Irak et aux alentours du pttys. «Nous ripitons noire mise en garde contre tout voyage en irate, mats 
Vlran avec ITrak*. a indiqui un porte-parole du Foreign Office. 


t 




j. EclaboUsgUres 

La fuite des 
capitaux 

D-apres les estima- 

j: tions d'un rapport emis 
par une entreprise 
americaine specialises 
duns le domaine des 
placements financiers 
arabes a 1 'etranger. ces 
demiers ont constam- 
meni augment# au 
cours des deux der- 
nieres decennies. En 
1978. iis etaient estimes 
‘ a 150 milliards de dol- 
: lars.cn 1983. a 27J mil- 
• I Sards de dollars, en 
1991. a 600 milliards de 
: dollars et aujourd'hui, 

: ces capitaux sont eva- 
' lues it plus de 820 mil¬ 
liards de dollars. Cette 
Fuite des capitaux est- 
elle le signe de la cor¬ 
ruption galopante qui 
gangrene les pays 
arabe? II y a Fort a par- 
ier que oui. En octobre 
dernier. IVoIgson, le 
president du Fonds 
monetaire international 
mctiait en garde contre 
ce fleau qui, selon lui. 
est le plus grand peril 
qu’affronte actuelle- 
ment I'economie mon¬ 
diale. assurant de plus 
que cetie question oc- 
cupe une place essen- 
ttelle dans ('agenda du 
Comite international 
pour le deieloppemenL 
le Fonds monetaire in¬ 
ternational avail ainsi 
mis en garde les Etats 
contre deux aspects qui 
peuvent declencher. a 
ternie. une veritable re¬ 
cession econnmique 
mondiale. 

D'une part il s'agit 
de I'augmentatinn de la 
concentration des rich- 
esses. et done du laux 
de pauvrete. II s'agit 
done de promouvoir, de 
fa^on annexe, des poli¬ 
tiques visant a redis- 
tribuer les ricbesses au 
sein de la societe. 

D'autre part, il s'agit 
de la corruption gene¬ 
ralist qui Frappe le 
monde. engendree en 
partie par I'extreme 
liberalisation de 

I'economie. 

On salt deja qu'une 
grande part de ia ri¬ 
ch esse des pays arabes 
est entre les mains 
d'une minorite. le Fosse 
entre ces priviiegies et 
le reste de la population 
sYlargissant sans cesse. 
d'annees en annees. 
Mats de norabreux ci- 
toyens de pays arabes 
n’ont cure des recom- 
mandations du Fonds 
monetaire. Cc qu'ils 
constatent e'est que 
dans ieur pays. I'argent 
Fuit vers 1 'etranger et 
n'est pas investi sur 
place pour donner des 
emplois a la population, 
et Faire progresser 
I'economie locale et la 
societe. 

D'ailleurs, meme a 
1 ’etranger, la part de 
cet argent qui ~tra- 
vaillc" est minjme. Le 
reste est entasseJI 


Y. A 


Politique 


Vous voulez 
ecrire en 
i frangais ? 

\ Alors n’hesitez 

i 

!pas a collaborer 
; a 3a redaction 
du Jourdain . 
i Que vous soyez 
; passionne 
| de politique, 
d’economic, de 
! societe, vos 
| articles nous 
! Interessent! 


* 


Stephane 

Foucart 

5664153 


Le droit des Palestiniens a «leur propre terre » 

C'est un moment historique qua vecu le peuple palestinien f au debut de cette semaine , avec la visiledu President Bill 
Clinton. Si la situation concrete n ’a pas evolue, le glissenient de la politique regionale des Etats-Unis laisse entrevoir 
une eventuel/e rupture avec Vintransigeance israelienne . D'ores et deja Benyamin Netanvahou a declare qu’il ne 

cederait a « aucune pression ». 


Paroles hismriques F l, ur un 
voyage hisiorique. Pour la pre¬ 
miere visile d'un President 
aj n erica in dans un lerriloire pj- 
lesrinien. Bill Clinton a recon- 
nu lundi aux Pulestiniens le 
droit de -determiner Utir 


propre devince \nr leur propre 
terre -. A ces paroles sans prec¬ 
edent.de la part d'un President 
des Etats-Unis. a rCpundu le 
^este lout aussi historique du 
Conseil national palestinien. En 
presence de Bill Clinton, les 


centaines de membres du CNP 
- le “Pariement" palestinien - 
ont revoqu# les clauses de la 
Chane palest in ienne appelant a 
la destruction d'lsrael. En effet, 
a Fappel du President de 
I'Autorit# palestiniennc. Yasser 


Un vote au pied levc a mains levees, et e'est Vannulation des clauses de la Charte palesti- 
nienne reclamant la destruction de I'Etat Hebreu 



Le Proche Orient clans la presse franqaise 

La chute de l’or noir 


La crise du peirole ii laquellc est 
confnoniee le monde depui> maimenant 
un an est I'uu des sujeLs puhlie djns Li¬ 
beration du 11 dcccmbre : II n ‘est /his 
encore perceptible par le cotnonuitateur 
occidental, mais tile stipe les bases 
economitpic des pays pn\lncicitrs. Join 
beattcottp unit en Jijjicnlre.....la crise du 
pet role s'accclere cl perstmne ne sari 
comment I'cnniyer Aujourd'hui que 
le ban I luquine 9-10 dollars, alors qu'il \ 
a un an il coiait plus vfc 15. memo 18 
dollars. Liberation roppelle que - e'est 
done it une veritable tlegringoluje que 
la plan L ie assisre en direct Un 
Krach. poursuit le quotidien. La panique 
gagne les pays qui viivnt csseniiclic- 
menr de leur reserves d’hydrocarbures. 
cotmne I'Algcrie. le Nigeria. I'Angola, 
le Venezuela, la Nori’dge. la Russie et. 
bren sur. route la zone du Gaffe. ■■ 

•• Le pi re. continue le journal, e'est 
que le phenemcne setnble durable. Car 
les causes de la i rise sotu Je pins ieur s 
nrdres. Economitpte, d'abnrd. avec les 
cjfers devastateurs Je la crise •»*/*?- 
tique.... ifchnoh.'giqut. avec des prog res 
permettani ans ^tvnpagnie.s pctroliercs 
Je forer roujours plus loin, lattjnurs plus 
profond. Politique, avee des pays oity¬ 
rant pen a pen am cornpagnies 
etrangeres des Jtvnaines mittiers ittex- 
plorcs. Diplomatique, enfin. avec .me 
organisation Jcs pays cxportaiettrs de 
peirole (Opept incapable dc '.'unifier cl 
Je se discipliner (tour redttire une afire 
surabondante -. Le journal lonMaie que 
■« le melange du tout est en train de faire 
exploitr les regies du club ires tcrmc 
des compagnies petrofiires et Jcs pay v 
prot/ucleurs nottrris grussenteni aits 
geysers d'or noir ■■. Quant aux pass du 
Golfe. Alexandra Schuartzbrod. I'uuteur 
de I'tirticie. explique qu'uujourd'hui ces 
pays * qui vivent eux deux tiers du pe- 
tmie. soul dans iimpasse....ElUs (les 
monarchies du Golfe / se son: engagees 
a prt danger de slv ntois supplementalrc % 
les reduct it ms de production Je him 
dccrettes cette unitee dans le cadre dc 
I'Opcp. Sans grand espoir. II cm en cjje: 
inquire qtic certains membres. comme le 
Venezuela on I ‘Iran, tie respecter; , n ir> 
les consigtK’* de moderation. La Knsion 
Jans la zone est done it son cvtnble 

En Palestine, la semaine pas see a con- 
nu le meunre d'un employe municipal 
arabe et lies uffrontemenis entre les soi- 
dats israeliens eL des monilestanl qui re- 
clamaient la liberation des prisonniers 
poliliques palestiniens detenus par 
Israel. Ces evenemems. selon Le Monde 
du 12 decembre sont un - brutal resain 
Je tension, dix jours avanr ia visile de 



Arafat, qui leur demandait de 
r&tffirmer a main levde le vote 
d#ji effectue en 1996 en ce 
sens, les membres du Conseil. 
re unis a Gaza, se sont dresses 
et ont leve la main droite. 
• quasi-unanimemenl» selon les 
responsables du CNP. Les voix 
□‘ont pas dtd d#compt#e$. M. 
N#tanyahou avail demand# un 
vote a mam lev#e. faute de 
quoi il menai^ait d'inierrompre 
le retrait israelien de Cisjorda- 
nie. - Benjamin Netanvahou a 
fait part de sa satisfaction 
quant a Tissue de ce vote du 
CNP. a indiqud son porte- 
parole, qui est inten-enu d 
Tins is tone e du gouvemement 
israelien. » 

Standing oyation 
pour Arafat 

Cependant, le porte-parole a 
ajoute que "Bibi”, qui fera face 
lundi k la Knesset h un vote de 
censure de la part de son oppo¬ 
sition d'extrSme droite. conti- 
□uerait a insister pour que les 
toutes autres conditions israe- 
liennes soient remplies. 

Cependant, Yasser Arafat a 
tenu a adresser. au cours de son 
discours, un message qui se 
voulait ferme a I’anention des 
dirigeant israeiiens. Le leader 
palestinien a ainsi #r£ salue par 
une standing ovation lorsqu'U a 
demand# la lib#ration des pris- 
onniers poliliques palestiniens 
et I'airei de la construction de 
colonies de peuplement dans 
les tenitoires occupes: t Nous 
voudrions que nos fils rentrem 
.d la maison s’est-il exclame. 
r#clamant egalenient la fin de 
1 'occupation de tous les terri- 
toires occupds par Israel depuis 
1967, y compris -r Jerusalem la 


Verbatim 

Morceaiix choisis du discours de Bill Clinton devant les 
dirigeants palestiniens , lundi a Gaza. 

<* Je VOUS remercie d'avoir leve vos mains [en volant pour ('abrogation des clauses sptici- 
fiant la destruction d’lsrael. NDLRJ. Je vous remercie pour votre rejei des clauses [de la 
Charte] appelant a la destruction d'lsrael. * 1...) * Vous a\vz fair une bonne chose en tevuni 
vos mains. Ceci n'a rien a voir avec le gouvemement d'lsrael. Vous ullez enu/uvoir le peuple 
d'/srai’l. Vous ullez toucher les gens dans la rue. Vous aliez toucher leur coeur i> « Jc writ 
que le peuple palestinien est a un carrefour: derriire vous. une his tot re de dispossession et de 
dispersion. Devant vous. la possibilite de constrain votre axenir sur voire propre terre. •• 
(...) * Vous etes arrives la grace d un engagement envers la putt et la negotiation, lints 
Vavez rcaffirme aujourd'hui. Je pense que e'est le seal moyen de sat'tsfaire les aspirations de 
votre peuple. • t...)<Tour Palestinien influent (...) doit se faire une mission de pro sen re dc 
Tesprit des enfants I'image de kamikazes glorieux et de mettre fin A cette pratique qui con¬ 
st ste a parier de pa 'tx duns un endroit et it pricker la haitte dans un autre. » (...)■* Les diri¬ 
geants palestiniens doivent agir contre rout ccttx qui ont reemirs A la violence cl au ternm'x- 
me et ceux qui les soutiennent. r (...)« Quels que soient noire ressenliment uu noire peine, il 
n'y a pas dc raison pour lucr des innoceias.(.~) ll est absolument faux d’identifier les Pales- 
tiniens en particular et Tislam en general au rermrisme. * (...) « Je comp rends votre inquie¬ 
tude devant les acrivites de colonisation, les confiscations de terre et les destructions de mat- 
sons. Il faut de la determination el du courage pour faire la palx et parfois encore plus pour 
perst*vt ( rer sur cette voie. celle dc la paix. » ■ 


4* 


sainte *. * Nous ne tolererons 
aucune violence, a-t-il poursui- 
vi, et ne laisserttns personae 
faire obstacle a la securite des 
deux cottfs. » 

Pourtant. le Premier ministre 
israelien Benyamin N#tanya- 
hou. s'il s est declare satisfait 
de cette decision, n’en a pas 
moins fait raontre. le lende- 
main a Eretz. de son intransi- 
geance coutumiere. Le chef du 
gouvemement israelien a en ef- 
fet anaonc# le gel de tout nou¬ 
veau'retrait de Tsahal jusqu'i 
ce qu'Arafar renonce a son pro¬ 
jet de proclamer en mai 1999 
un Etat palestinien ind#pendant 


avec Jerusalem-Est comme 
capitale. D'ailleurs. signe que 
certains associent a une capitu¬ 
lation. le president de I'Autorit# 
n'a pas fjut mention de ce pro¬ 
jet dans son intervention de 
lundi devant les instances pa- 
lestiniennes. 

Renoncer a 
un Etatson verain ? 

■■ Mais -outrfr- -le-- retrait'- de 
Tannonce de Ta cidation d'un 
Etat : sbuverain, • prfivue pour 
mai 1999. de oouvelles me- 
sures doivent encore, selon les 
dirigeants isra#Jiens. etre prises 


Une poignie de mains diplomatique qui ne change en rien le glissement de la politique 
regionale americaine 


La panique gagne les pays 
producteurs de pftrole 


Bill Clinton « Ce brutal regain, pour- 
suit !e journal, illusrrc la nette deteriora¬ 
tion de la situation dans la region. *- Le 
Premier ministre isnurlien menace done 
de suspendre les retraits, et cela - selon 
Le Monde - aura incontestablement un 
effet sur les accords israllo- 
paiestiniens : ** Au ryihme oft If Premier 
ministre i.-.roelien laisse atier les choscs. 
reht risque de prendre plusieurs annees. 
voire ne jamais se faire. L‘ultimatum is¬ 
raelien Jisriinule mai le desarroi poli¬ 
tique Je son auteur, depuis son rerour 
Je Wye Plantation. St. Netanvahou 
doiine cn effet Timpression de 
hi ton iter - 

D'jpres un article public dans Libera¬ 
tion le 1 2 decembre. le President ameri- 
cain est - huuie en Israel -. • Le simple 
fait, poursuit le quotidien. que le chef de 
in premiere puissance mondiale se 
rendc Jans la bc.nde de Gaza et le lende • 
main d Bethleem. la rifle nulule du 
Christ, enene pmdigieusement les diri- 
gcanii hracliens. Apres de longues trac- 
Utturns, ies am erica ins ont renonce u 
poser Tavion presidenliel Air Force 
One sur le tarmac fiambant neuf dc Rn- 
fth. Bill Clinton gagnera l ‘aeropon pa- 
lestinien i; b> >rd d'un helicopicre juge 
nioitr. vyarj. Tome action de sa part 
risque d’etre interpretee en Israel 
amunc un svitiicn a eel emhrxon 
J ■ Li par exemple. le discours de 
President amcricain devant les instances 
palestiniennes et sa presence en ce lieu 
est. selon I’article. . d'ores et deja can- 
sidercc comme une victoire par Yasser 
Arafat, des etulitr el etudiants 
' 'oppre:eiu a agiler des millien de bun- 
iiiCt'es etoilces tout au long du panrours 
presidenliel. Un gi’.tie nouveau pour une 
population plus habitude a britler les 
con leu rs dc I'imperialisme amcri- 
cdin B 

Nahed Khlouf 



par les Palestiniens pour mettre 
fin d la violence cn Cisjorda- 
nie: reduire nurneriqueroem 
les forces dc polices paJesti- 
niennes et les armes qui circu- 
lent ill#galement. 

Mais lundi. outre ses declar¬ 
ations devant les dirigeants du 
CNP, Clinton a evoqu# au 
cours d'un dejeuner donne en 
son honneur par Yasser Arafat, 
le droit des Palestiniens a 
raufodeterm/nation : « Pour la 
premitre fois dans Thistoire du 
wiDuvrinehl palestinien. a-t-il 
affirm#, le peuple palestinien 
et ses representants elus ont 
desormais /’occasion de deter¬ 
miner leur propre destince sur 
leur propre terre ». Ainsi. le 
glissement de la politique des 
Etats-Unis pounait aboutir a de 
nfeDes confrontations entre di- 
rigeants israeiiens et am#ri- 
cains. Le Premier ministre 
israelien Benyamin N#tanya- 
hou a en effet precis# qu'il’ne 
efiderait pas a des pressions 
. #ventuelles des Etats-Unis. 

* Nous ne sommes influences 
par aucune pression. Nnus fe- 
rons ce qui est juste, a-t-il 'de 
plus affirm#. Nous esperons 
que les Palestiniens respecte- 
ront toutes les dispositions, et 
aucune pression ne va changer 
cela *. 

Quant aux Palestiniens, ils 
attendent toujouis la lib#ration 
des plusieurs centaines de pri- 
sonniers politiques, probl&mes 
qui ont provoqu# cees deux 
demi&res semaines des 
#rneutes qui ont vu la mort 
d’au moins quatre Palestiniens. 
Selon plusieurs sources m#di- 
cales. les balles tirfes par Tsa- 
hal _ sur les manifestants 
n ftaient pas, comme d'usage. 
gain#es de caoutchouc.* 

Le Jourdain 
(avec AFP, AP) 


M, 
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Les larmes de Madeleine 
Albright 


Ce fut le seul rfiel moment demo¬ 
tion de la visite de Bill Clinton h 
Gaza : des filleues de prisonniers poi- - 
itiques palestiniens sont venues, en 
larmes, plaider en faveur dc la Irbfra- 
tion de leurs peres aupr&s d'un presi¬ 
dent amcricain tits #mu. Le secre¬ 
taire cTEtat am#ricoin Madeleine 
Albright n'a quant 5 die pas cherch# 
a cacher ses larmes pendant de cette 
rencontre au quarter g#n#ral de Yas¬ 
ser Arafat a Gaza avec ces enfants 
qui rSvent de voir leurs pines lib#i€s 
avant le d#but du Ramadan. •Vaus 
aimez passer vos vacances avec vos 
enfants. nos peres aussi auneraieni 
faire pared*, a (fit Sabar al-J amala, 
10 ans. Nihad Zakout, 11 ans, a tendu 
une lcttre h Bill Clinton et lui a de¬ 
mand#: * Est-ce que vous oublieriez. 
votre propre fille?». Avant d'#daler 


en sanglots. *Non, pas-une aside sec¬ 
onder, a rfpondu le president, tandis" 
que les yeux de Madeleine Albr^bt se 
remplissaient de larmes. «Ton 
sermt tris fier de rm>, a ajoute Bill 
Clinton. Le p#re de Nihad.est en pris-' 
on & perpetuit# en Israel pOur meurtre * 
d'un Israelien. celui- de Sahar pq'ur 
avoir hi# un coilaborateur palestihieit. 
La question de la lib#ration des pris-' 
owners politiques est la plus d#bcatc L 
du moment, qoi-ijrovoque violentes 
#meutes en Cisjordame: Benyamin 
N#tanyahou a fait savOir qulstagf 
remplirait ses engagements pris eat 
veitu de J'accord de Wye River en li- 
bdrant 250 pnsonniCTs, des droits 
communs pour la plupart .mais s’est 
refus# S . Ub#rer ; . ; militan ts 

d’organisations islamistes ou des au-, 
tcure d'assassinaL Les Pakstiniens 





ffJT^yfmericain Ires emu. 
^^^A^hiaubordd^ 

consid^ent que‘900 des 2 00 n 
niers “s^curitaires" en israil 

,|S?s8ttSr« 



Du neuf dans Le Jourdain 


Vous avez aitne ou deteste un article au tin dossier ? Envoye* vo 
tions par met a: le-jouidain@eudoramail.<[:om liw nibrique “c ** 

des lecteurs" devrait ainsi voir U jour dans hoscolonnes ° Urner 
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Le mot de la semaine 
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* 


.. ,<• - ,-y ?• '""hP WgrbveT signifiah: er? guelque'sorre 

C.e&t i dir^ij^mbiLler snr Ties bonis “dels, Seine. A cette 
■ idtait pas sdiMjd en deux.signification 

Vi>S° |*«e d« grfeve feaii le nonLqoe portait,. 

• dcrt* Jfacft dej’a&ndle.place da I'Hotel de ville. -ft 

v.-S^ChK wwaon-arocb^a dcJa'SeiBe.C’Staif Scat eodroH qua se rfunls- 
; - sateOL, ttSj- tHwneis a Ja., zecbexchc d*im _ [ravaiL TD&ignani a J'orieme le 
; Ja : artve” a dyoqnd ensuite I’anfit vo-; 

j KHjtsirc OQ'_Q3vai-,pat j>roteStaiiQoT Mais -cetze~ strategic du tnonde oiivrier 
1 .a e st pa s im.jwfiwra^^: fecent La ptemferc grfcve da piles faits omdtenelai- 

^.'plasw^Teprisas en effec, sous le 
•.'! Jes ouyiiera cessfcreat’le' travailau tombeau en signe de 

v -protestahoq contnyl^rrdfenlftnfe <ht .paicmgnt des'«alaims fonmig nature,: . 


"Jl . ^ .. 'W.-i/ 




; et concre les raauvais traiteipeuts qui leur dtaient infligds. En principe on ne 
devraient parler de. grfrve qua lorsqu’i] s’agit de P arret d’un travail subrdoo- 
o&, puisque !a gr&ve consists en un acte de inaction face 1 fautorite supd- 
rietune, Mais la pratique s’est elargre en me me temps que son sens. Au- 
jourd’hui, n’importecfuel coips-.de metier est susceptible de se metue en 
grfrve- (exceptds bien sur Pannfcr la police d Jes corps de mdtier relevant de 
la sdcurifd Rationale): Le but escorupte se modofoe aossi selon les circon- 
stances': il s’agit dang un premier temps de bloquer la bonne marc be d’u 
systfrme de production en misant sur les retorn bdes dconomiques. Au- 
jourd'hui, rotgectif d’une grfeve pern viser des intefets politiques ou 
dthiques. L’id time Evolution & facte de grftve a'est-il celui qui fait dj recre¬ 
ment appel ft la probitd d’autrui: la grfeve de la finm...? ■ 

. . Ydromqae Ahu-Nijtneb 



La manifestation, corollaire 
natural de la gr£ve.» 


C’est la vie 

L'agenda frangais d' Amman 
Cinema 

Dans le cadre du Festival du film Francis : 

Rieus du n>ut. un film de Cddric Klupisch. 1993. ecu leur. sous-iitre 
cn a rube, avec Fabrice Luchini. Un nouveau PDG dynumique 
prcnd les renes cf un magasin parisien, les Grander galeries... 
Stance au Philadelphia le samedi 19 d£cembre a 2(lh00. 

Retrouvez egalement. sous-titres en arabe. au Philadel¬ 
phia : Western de Manuel Poirier i20 dec.-201i. non sous-tiirdi. En 
cnvir fun past de Laetitia Masson (21 dec.-20h>. L’ufte des possi¬ 
bles de Pascule Ferran (22 dt?e.-2Uhl et Nelly et M. Amuud de 
Claude Sauiet (23 d£e.-20h»... 


it/u Ha 


fious pouvez vous 




*£• / r *5i 'iH T‘i^ 






____ _ _^ d _—__... a la liste de diffusion par Internet du Jourdain. Au programme, la chronique ammonite de 

y^&W&bdjek et' les critiques des films d Vaffiche . Pour vous inscrire, adressez tout simplement un courrier electronique a : 

■ r \' - : ■ Ie-jourdam@eiidoramaiI.com 

- i • /Voiis recttrez directepient dans voire boite aux lettres les rubriques en question . 



Processus de paix 

Wye, avec un point d’interrogation 

Une eriquete d’opinion publique, menee par le Centre de recherche et d*etudes palestiniennes , devoile 
un soutien mitige awe accords de Wye mais un certain ralliement autour du processus de paix . La popu¬ 
lation palestinienne semble Egalement craindre un conflti arme interne en raison des divergences sur la 

ligne atenirface al’Etat hebreu. 


a 


Qui croire? Les dbi- 

geants de TAutoritg palesti¬ 
nienne nSpfitent & I’envi que la 
grande majority des Palestini- 
ens sont favorables aux accords 
de Wye, alors que I*opposition 
palestinienne. d6non.ee n£gu- 
U&remeot ces accords comme 
Iargement impopulaires, de la 
Cisjordanie k la bandc de Gaza. 
Mais nombre d’observateurs 
politiques voient dans fopinion 
palestinienne une donn& mou- 
vante et instable qui varie sid- 
vant les conjonctures, non 
moins mouvantes et instables. 
Les m£mes fluctuations 
s’appliquent d’ailletirs k la sod-. 
6t6 israelienne. Une r&cnte en- 
qu&e du Ceutre de recherche et 
d’gtudes paksturiennes de Na- ■ 
plouse viept de mootrer que la 
part de la population palesti¬ 
nienne qui so orient les actions 
anodes centre des objectifs is- 
radliens s’est dterade de peur 
de voir les accords de Wye non 
appliquds en ce qui concerne le 
retrait de Tsahal d'une partie 
des temto i res . , D’afllenrs, dans' 
le ro2rae temps, le Premier mic- 
istre isradEen,. cfacrch? d tout 
prix un pidtexie' jpoiiSr. tie pas • 
mettre en oeuvre oatte retraite 
«tragique» autsi qoe lui mdine 
la ddcrit Aitisi; dans les mi¬ 
lieux politiques proches de Ha¬ 
mas, des discussions soul en 
cours pour dvaluer les conse¬ 
quences qu’amajt. une cam- - 
pagne d‘actions violentes dans 
cette conjoncture ddlicate. 


Un observatoire palestinien sur la Palestine 


i de rechetche et cf dtudes pa^; 
...i lEstinienhes^ (Center forTPalestine resesoeb 
" ffld-studie$ - £P!i3Lbasdi-1 Naplouse. qui 
; s£ ddcrit comme m» ^msritunon vidfpeni- 
z j. dantir .de. .• - recHejchf'- accuUmitfite 
'd’jnmlys&poKtupie* a dtd fondd en mais 
5^gr^ai,'a<»dom mteroatioii^jX 
^iwMnrne. aiire'iitrt^ Ta Kxidation Rocker 
'/>^feiter,-la Fondation T-Fwi, la'iordan-Qulf 
'iT^BS^ Le'Soinds canadieb ; ou; encores le- 
g ;; .jepndfff natibnal. pafestimem Selon le Cen- : 
T ‘trej C'est cette -vandtd de doimtetns qm leur 

k^rP e ®^^M<p^odanqe:des copclusons des <• 
■<?k ..^dttidesqu’il mdn*. ’ -fj -j/’-'. 

T'^ j^be'CMCS Be; pose conjtoe un obserya-; ■ 


et sociaie de la Palestine, mais egalement 
cells d'Israel, dans la mesure oh cette der- 
hidre a des consdquences sur favenir de la 
Palestine. Ainsi, une attention certaine est 
- portde sur la politique de colonisation me- 
- nde par: Isradl dans les tenitoinss occupds. 
: Le CPRS s’anache dgalement k dtudier les 
relations .qu'entirtiennetit la Palestine et 
les autFK pays arabes d’un point de vue 
tant politique qu’ddonomique. Rdgu- 
EfcremenLJe CPRS mdnent dans la popula¬ 
tion palestinienne des enqudtes d'opinion 
puWiques pour dvaluer les retombdes des 
ddcisions prises, et par I’Etai hdbreu. et par 


1'Autbritd. palestinienneJI 

jt;TMu^yutf j^uuijw, cwnumiqucc- ..-- , _ LeJoordain 


L’enqufete d’opinion pub¬ 
lique rtklisde avant les accords 
de Wye estimait la part de la 
population favorable & l'usage 
de la violence centre f£tat ht- 
breu k prfes de 51%. Alois que 
ce taux se situair aux alentours 
de 44% en aoiU de cette annee. 
Dans l’enqufre idalisde der- 
nidrexnent, ce taux descend h35 
points. En revanche, la part de 
la population palestinienne rej e-.. 
- cant les actions- amides est passd 
quant k lui de 44% k. 53%. De 
plus, malgrd un enthousiastne 
clairement limiid des Palestmi- 
ens lore de la signature des ac¬ 
cords de Wye, la proportion de 
cenx qui soutiennent globale- 
ment le : processus de paix 
s’flftve i. 75%. aiore qu’elle 
n’dtait que de 66% lore de 


Fenqudte prdeddente. Et si elles 
refletent un certain optimisrae, 
ces donnees ddmontrent dgale- 
ment la grande versatilite de 
fopmiofl. 

E reste que, si 75% des Pa¬ 
les tiniens se disent en faveur de 
la poursuite du processus de 
paix, seuls 59% d’entre eux 
s'estiment en faveur des ac¬ 
cords de Wye. Cela pern Stre 
envisagd comme une conse¬ 
quence du fait que nombre de 
Palestiniens estiment que leurs 
dirigeants auraient pu liner plus 
de ces accords et exiger ties 
conditions Iargement plus avan- 
tageuses. En effei, k la question 
“pensez vous que le tidgoda- 
teur palestinien aurait pu tirer 
plus des accords de Wye?”, 
51,4% out repondu oul et 


40,1% out repondu ncm. 

Des clauses 
securitaires 
problem atiques 

Par ailleurs. les principales 
oppositions qui existent entre 


les partisarns et les opposants 
aux accords de Wye concement 
les dispositions securitaires. 
Ainsi, 7S% des opposants om 
ddclard que leur opposition dtait 
lide a de telles dispositions, et 
41% des partisans se sont dits 
“inquieis" quant a 
1'applications de ces mdmes 
dispositions. De plus, 60% de 
ceux qui soutiennent et les ac¬ 
cords et la poursuite du proces¬ 
sus de paix, affirmem pour leur 
part craindre que ces mcmes 
dispositions sdcuritaires, et les 
divergences qu’elles engen- 
drent dans la socidrd 
n'aboutissent d une sone de 
guerre civile, ou au moins un 
conflit amid interne. Inquidtant 
indicabeur. dans la mesure ou 
ces suffrages proviennent des 
partisans de la paix. 

Quant a la erdation d’un dtat 
inddpendant d court terrne. plus 
de la moitid des sondds pensent 
qu’elle n'aura pas lieu et que le 
processus de paix D'aboutira 
pas, dans les prochaines an¬ 


odes, d femergence d'un Etat 
souverain. Seules 44% des per- 
sonnes imerrogees croient en la 
creation de cet EtaL Elles 
n’diaient que 37% lore de 
fenquete rdalisde en aofit mais 
pres de 49% lore de celle de no- 
vembre. A chaque fois. mains 
de la moitie. Ce pessimisme est 
sans douie lid a ia difficultd de 
starner ddfiniiivemeni sur des 
questions telles les foontidres. la 
place de, Jerusalem dans cet 
dventuel EtaL, et I'arrei de la co¬ 
lonisation. 53.9% des Palestini¬ 
ens interrogds pensent done que 
des solutions satisfaisanies k 
ces questions ne verront pas le 
jour, et seuls 35% d'entre eux 
se disent persuades du contra- 
ire. Ces demiere chiflVes stig- 
matisent quant a eux 
fincapacite du negociateur pa¬ 
lestinien a dvoquer les ques¬ 
tions ultra-sensibles qui n'en 
sont pas moins le fond et la 
source du probleme.B 

Y. A.-S. 


Yasser Arafat et Benyamin Netanyahou Ion de la 
signature des Accords de Wye Plantation. 51.4 % des 
Palestiniens interrogfs pensent que ces accords auraient 
pu etre mieux negocies par le President de VAutorite. 


Politiques 

«Les grandes puissances dominent Peconomie nationale» 

Ahmad Ibrahim, secretaire general du Front d’action nationale , se confie au Jourdain sur les grandes 
questions de la politique jordanienne.Troisieme volet du rendezvous politique du Jourdain. 




V-V. 


Lnj aanama demi&e voas pcntvvsz ^Ere^^iiuis its ^nifi&iKi^colonries les mots “cfarfoens”. “inusul- 
mansT, ‘thalddens’T, etc^ pourvus d' une ^>bgr^>hfe affublant leur prcmidre Jettce.d’ une capitale. ; 
Nos tectem les jtfusi anera& oni .pu en raison ~ choquds. En effet, les mots qualxfiant la 

, confession retigeiise. 4 la drfififireBce de^tkux qur ddfinisamt^^rapparienance Shim pays ou une mi- 
-■ mMit6'‘‘et!mo-IiiigiDi^(Jire’’ > ri£^ jqbqo’lls sont ntQisds comme des, noms et non comme des ad- 
jectife, gard^ trae nnmJscmle S l^ preirHdre l^re- Deux .exceptions ft cette rtgjej Juif et Armd- • 
men qui'd^iiusseaxt ftkfc^Confession et ^fflrtenance^ bn peupfeJi ; : ; -K-- .- . .. V 


Moi Juif, 
toi chretien 





■> 
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Moi Ivan, toi Abraham , un 
film de Yolande 
Zauberman, 1993,105’, 
couleur. 

En pret an Centre 
culture! fran^ais 


Moi Ivan, toi Abraham, est un film 
de Yolande Zaubennann qui met en 
setae famitid entre deux garden sdp- 
ards par des- traditions et des tetig- 
ions diffdrentes. Soixante cinq min¬ 
utes desqueUes se ddgagent les 
complications qui peuvent surgir en¬ 
tre une gdndration, celle de Ivan ex 
d’Abraham, et ceUe qui, ft travers 
nae stride Education et le culte de la 
tradition, lenr inculquc la baine de la 
difference. Le fflm montre dgale- 
meot comment nalt et grandit facte 
de rebellion face a une autoritd incul- 
quant des valeurs sans fondements, 
et sc ramenant au simple trachtiona- 
tisme refigieux dans sa version fa- 
natisanie. 

La traroe se ddroule dans un petit 
village de Pologne, en 1933, le lieu 
et de la date n’dtanl pas, bien sfir, 
choisis par basard. Abraham a neuf 
ans et est dlevd dans un environne- 
ment fanrilial ttes marqud par la re¬ 
union juive. Nachman, son grand 
pfere, qui est aussi responsable de son 
Education, est un adepts de la rad>- 
caliid la pins striae a compie bien 
trarsmettre ft son petit fils, non 
settlement une religion, mais ^ale- 
mem on mode de vie et de peas®®- 

Ivan, quant ft lui, qui est chretien, 
habite chez eux afin d’apprendre le 
mfitier de couturier mais, dans ce pe¬ 
tit village de Pologne. les Jrnfs sort 
considdrds comme la source de tous 
les maux et un dvdnement went a 
rendre leur situation imenabJe. Nach¬ 
man ddcide done de quitter le vil¬ 
lage, ce qui impHquebienent^idu la 
separation d’ivan et d Abraham. 



Ivan, Abraham 


Aussi. c’est pour dviter cette separa¬ 
tion que les deux gar^ons ddcident de 
prendre la fulte. C’est 1ft que 
I’enchafeement del'action commence 
rdeUemenL 

A bien des dgartis et surtout dans 
notre nSgion, Mol Ivan, xoi Abraham, 
est un film indispensable. Evoquant 
avec intelligence et finesse la possi- 
bilitd de se ddgager de son education 
pour donner libre cours ft des senti¬ 
ments universels, e'est tout -le 
probfeme regional qui exisre entre 
Juifs et Arabes que traite ici Yolande 
Zaubennann. 

De plus, nristotre, dmouvante et 
simple, de l’amitid entre ces deux 
garpons, traitde sur un mode itialiste, 
gagne en crddibilitd par le jeu retenu 
et nature! des deux jeunes acteurs. 

Mais la date ft laqueQe se situe 
faction: e’est ft dire la date 
d’accession au pouvoir de Adolf Hit- 
. ler. so rate comme une note profondd- 
ment pessimism cor, suggere Yolande 
Zaubennann, si I’amitid peut exister 
entre Ivan et Abraham, elle 
n'empficbera pas 1’Histoire de faire 
son cbemin, et de pOTnettre la Sboah. 
dix ans plus tanL- Ml - 


Amineh Isbtay 


Le Jourdain : En qnoi le 
Front d’actkm nationale se 
ddmarque-t-fl -ou ne se de- 
marque-t-il pas- des autres 
partis d’oppotition ? 

Ahmad Ibrahim: 0 est nor¬ 
mal que fon trouve des diver¬ 
gences entre les partis poli¬ 
tiques de 1'opposiiion, mais 
cela ne doit pas nous conduire 
ft des heurts, car nous travail- 
loos tous ensemble au sein du 
mdme comitd, el somraes unan- 
imes sur la ndcessitd de pre¬ 
server r unite nationale, et nous 
devons dviter le schisme. Par 
exemple. nous sommes 
d’accords sur la question pales¬ 
tinienne avec les motivemems 
islamistes, mais nous avons des 
differences avec le Parti com- 
muniste ft ce sujeL Le PC a en 
effei reconnu l’Erai hdbreu ar- 
guant du fait que celui ci est re¬ 
connu par les Nations unies. 
Quant a nous, nous nous rea¬ 
sons ft reconnaitre la legitimiid 
de cet Elat, que nous considd- 
rons comme un corps etranger 
dans la Nation arabe, car il n’a 
pas de ratines historiques en 
Palestine. 

Qudle est votre position 



«line nous reste 
plus qu f a 
privatiser nos 
propres enfants !» 

Ahmad Ibrahim 

sur la paix isradlo- 
jordanieune ? Peusec qu’il 
faille rendgocier La paix ? 

La paix isradlo-jordanienne 
n'a besoin. ni de revision, ni de 
revaluation : elle doit £tre abo- 
He ddfinitivemenL Nous con- 
siddrons la signature de cette 
paix comme honteuse pour le 
peuple jordanien qui est entn? 


dans une sorte de servage, Les 
citoyeus ne sont plus que de 
simples travailleure qui oeuv- 
rent ft amtiiorer 1’economic is- 
radtienne. Loreque le gouveme- 
ment a chercbe un partenaire 
stratdgiquc derange r pour 
s'assoc ier aux entre prises pri- 
vatisdes, il a commis une grave 
erreur car chacun salt qu'il n'y 
a que les Isradliens qui peuvent 
investir suffisamment d’argem. 
sacham que leur intdret est la 
domination de I'dconomie jor- 
danienne. Par ailleure. la con- 
ffirence dconomique reimie a 
Amman en 1996 a aboil le 
terme “monde arabe” pour le 
remplacer par le “moyen-orient 
et le nord de fAfrique”. Cela 
permet au Isradliens de jouer un 
role dconomique plus important 
en Jordanie et dans les autres 
pays arabes. 

Certains pensent qu’ils est 
impossible d'annuler le traite 
de paix mais cela est faux. II y 
a en effei un precedent : le Li- 
ban a ddja annule sa paix avec 
I'Etat hdbreu ft la suite de 
f occupation du sud Liban. La 
mdme chose pourrait se pro- 
duire en Jordanie si une majori¬ 
ty de ddputes nationafistes sie- 
geaiem au Parlement. 


Une double condamnation a raort 

Ahmad Ibrahim, a foode en 1972 a Amman le Parti 
populalre revolutionnaire. et fill condamne a la peine de 
mort mais fut gracid par le roi apres cinq ans 
d’emprisonnemenL En 1986, U signe un tract distribud ft 
Bagdad, dans lequel il critique violemment le regime 
iraideo et le rend responsable de la guerre Iran-Irak. Le 
secretaire general da FAN a paye cher ce tract puisqu’ii 
est depots condamne a la peine capitale en IrakB 

Y. A.-S. 


Une petite formation de la 
gauche nationaliste a forte 
empreinte palestinienne 


Faute de reprdsenter les masses, le 
Front d’action nationale, qui revendique 
. une ceotaine de membres, incaroe les ra¬ 
tines prejires ft tout un pan de 
fopposition jordanienne. 

1 - Autorisd sous sa ddnomioation actuelle 
en 1994, ce parti accorde une place cen- 
. trale ft la question palestinienne. A I’instar 
de.Tareq al-Kayaij, chassd de Jaffa en 
. 1948, ancien du Parti communists puis 
du. Fatah, et Jongtemps employe par 
1 UNRWA, ses fondatcurs ddnient, au- 
jourdTiui encore, tout droit d’exisience ft 
l*“entite sioniste”. Opposants bien avant 
les touraants d*Alger. Oslo— ft la ligne 
“r£visiooiiiste" <TArafat, ils ont approirvd 
. la rebellion cTAbu Musa en 1983. 

Clandestm comme tous les partis jorda- 
niens jusqu’au ddbut de cette ddeehnie, 
leur Motivemmt democratique progres- 
siste emendait reciuter dans les organisa- 
, tions.de la resistance, et plus generate- 
ment de la gauche arabe. marxiste ou 
. nationalists (des nassdriens, en patticnli- 
er). En 1994 il ftisiorma ses forces ft celles 
tte trois autres petites formations: le 


Mouvemem popularre arabe de liberation, 
le Parti idvolutionnaire du peuple ei les 
baathistes dits du Futur qui, emmends 
par Muhamad az-Zobi, refusal ent 
raligoement sur Damas ou Bagdad. 

Une union de courte duree 

Mais l^nion devait etre de courte du- 
ide et ddboucher sur une scission, essen- 
tieUemem motivdc, semble-t-il, par des 
questions de persormes. Les anciens allies 
ont gardd la denomination de Parti du 
front d 1 action nationale; surnorame Haqq 
fie droit), ce dernier assume, j usque dans 
sa devise, une nette filiation baathisie. 

Affrimam tirer ses raaigres res sources 
de ses seules codsations, et ne bendficier. 
selon lui, daucun financemem extdrieur. 
le Front, malgrd sa discretion, fait enten¬ 
dre sa voix dans les diverses instances de 
l'opposition. aux edies d'allids plus dtoffes 
. et prestigieux. Comme le souligne un dc 
ses fondatenrs, « la force ne reside pas 
dans le nombre »..JB 

J.-C.A. 


Quelies grandes mesures 
sont selon vous necessaires 
pour endiguer 

I’augmentation de la pauvre- 

ti ? 

Le chomage et la pau\Tete ne 
sont pas des phenomenes re- 
cems dans la societe jorda- 
nienne. Mais ils ressortent au- 
jourd’hui plus que jamais en 
raison des interventions 
dtrangeres dans f economic na- 
tionaie. Dc plus, dcfaui de res- 
sources sufiisantes pouvant 
faire face a la suipopulution. et 
d’une bonne planification des 
programmes nationaux, la Jor- 
danie a perdu son cquilibre 
deonnomique. 

D est vrai que les Jordaniens 
travaillant dans les pays du 
Gclfe avaient beaucoup reduit 
le taux de chomage et celui de 
la pauvrete. mais leur retour au 
pays apr&s la Guerre du Golfe a 
provoque un veritable cauche- 
niar dconomique. 

Depurs le premier pro¬ 
gramme de ddveloppemeni lan¬ 
ce en 1952, aucun gouveme- 
ment n'a rdcllement reussi ft 
reduire le ddficit de la balance 
du commerce ainsi que le taux 
de chomage. Quant aux Confer¬ 
ences nation ales pour la June 
centre le chomage. elles ne rap- 
portent que des etudes acude- 
miques inapplicable*. Nous rdc- 
famons un gouvememeni de 
technocrales qui sont les seuls 
capables de developper 
feconomie dans une bonne 
voie. Le pays a bien reyu des 
aides dlrangeres ainsi que des 
prets mais le tout a eld mal in¬ 
vest!. Par exemple le Japon a 
propose un pret visum a la con¬ 
struction d’un barrage qui n'a 
jamais vu Ic jour. 

Que pensez vous de la poli¬ 
tique de liberalisation de 
reconomie? 

Avec la propagation du dog¬ 
ma capitalize, les grandes puis¬ 
sances ne %culeni pas que les 
economies des autre* pays soil 
lotalcment nationale, mais 
*ountise ft une dependance. 
Lorsque Ic gouvememeni ap- 
pelle ft la liberalisation de 
I'cconomie, il laisse cette der- 
niere entre des mains 
dtrangeres, ce qui est grave. 


Ainsi le seu! but du Fonds mon- 
etaire international est de cap- 
turer feconomie des pays du 
tiers-monde qui som souvent 
riches en ressourees et en 
matieres premieres. 

Particulierement. les Etats- 
Unis veulent que cette dcono- 
mie soil dependante d’eux el 
fonctionne suivant leurs rntc- 
reis. Les politiques de “correc¬ 
tion dconomique" inventees par 
eux n’om jamais amdliore les 
conditions de vie dc la popula¬ 
tion. H ne nous resie plus qu’a 
privatiser nos propres enfams ! 

Que pensez vous de la situ¬ 
ation de la presse en Jorda- 
nle? 

La loi sur la presse et les 
publications appliquee au- 
jourd’hui en Jordanie dvoque 
pour nous la Jordanie des an- 
nees 40. lorsqu'il dtaii interdit 
de publier quoi que ce soil con- 
ire les “allies”, pendant le man¬ 
dat britaitnique. Le gouveme¬ 
meni veut par Ift tenter (fe 
montrer que la majority ne re¬ 
fuse pas la paix avec Israel, ce 
qui est faux... Cette loi va -ft 
1‘encomre du paroouns democ¬ 
ratique du pays. : 

En 1995. une dissociatk^i 
s’est produite entre le Parti 
d'action nationale et le Front 
d’action nationale. Qu’en esf- 
U? 

Depuis le debut de 1994. Ic 
FAN contesiait les agissemenfs 
de Muhamad az-Zobi. son eX- 
seerdtaire general, ainsi que cfe 
certains autres dirigeams. fls se 
comportaient de facon irres- 
pon sable. 

Az-Zobi a pris beaucoup tfe 
ddcisions sans consuher te 
FronL Par exemple, un accord‘a 
die signd avec le gouvememeni 
lybien sans que les autres diif- 
“earns ne soient con.sulies, lin 
conseil de '"pouvoir commun”ia 
dte cree afin de controler ses 
agissements. mais Az-Zotfi. 
qui (enait absotumeni ft resteria 
la tete du parti, a die exclu par 
les membres en 1995. D'oft le 
Parti d'action nationale...■ 


Propos recuelllls 
par Youssef Abu-Saleh 
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W'rPan-Arab Games 

15-31 August , 1999 




I Jordanian Participation in Asian Games: 

l Successes in Taekwondo , 
liissapomtment after Khwaldeii !, s case 


Amman (Stari—The first week of Jordanian par¬ 
ticipation in the 13th Asian Games in Bangkok: 
Successes in Taekwondo crowned by three sil¬ 
ver medals and a bronze medaJ. However. Jor¬ 
dan's weight lifter Ayed Khawldeh. who is one 
iJf Jordan's faxoriies to win gold medals in the 
Upcoming Pan Arab Games which will be held 
in Amman next year, was suspended for taking 
a banned midicine. 

Three silver medals, one bronze 
iii Taekwondo 

BANGKOK—Jordan's Taekwondo team won 
three silver medals and a bronze medal in the 
Teakwondo competition in the 13th Asian 
Games in Bangkok. The number of medals 
was equivalent to the number of medals won in 
the Asian Games held in SKorea back in 19S6. 

Jordan's silver medals were obtained b> Ibra¬ 
him Kamal in the Men’s heavy weight Alaa 
Kutkut in 63-67 kg category and Hussein Al- 
Tahla in 78-84 kg category. The bronze medal 
was obtained.by Mohammed Sabri in 73-78 kg 
category. 

. Other Jordanian participants, like Luma Abo 
Judum. reached the quarter finals while others 
were out of the competition. The Koreans were 
the most unbeatable counterparts. 

One of our best performances in Teakwondo 
was by Ibrahim Kamal who won a silver medal 
in the Men's heavy weight 
. Kamal was \cry near to clinch the golden 
medal, when he lost the final round with Kim Je- 
gyoung (South Koreat by 7-3 . 

• Kamal defeated \ ietnamian Nguyen Van 
Hung 2-1 in the semis. 



C/io Hyang Mi of S. Korea delivers a kick 
to Alaa Kutkut of Jordan 


ing the West A«i.*.n Games in Tehran and during 
.mother championship in Algeria last year. He 
claimed ihai he \* a* unaware of the tact that the 
nudicinc contained a banneJ substance. 

Jordanian delega¬ 
tion officials, oidered 
his return home last 
Wednesday. He is 
expected to serve a 
two-year suspension, 
and wiH therefore 
miss the the 9ih Pan- 
Arab Game* to be 
held in Jordan next 
year. 

Khaualdeh w ax the 
first Jordanian to win 
three bronze medals 
in one event at the 8th 
Pjn-Arab Games in 
Beirut last summer. 

He was expelled 
from Turkey's Inter¬ 
national Champion¬ 
ship which was held 
two months ago tor 
failing to til the 
required weight. 



Alaa Kutukul shares the podium with the champions 63-67 kg 
category 


Moreover. Alaa Kutkut surprised 
sports viewers when she won the silver 
medal in 63-67 kg category. She lost her 
final match 3-0 with World Champion 
Cho Hiana \1i of Korea. 

After a difficult match. Kuikul was 
able to defeat Tlui's Huwung Yani bv 4- 

. It was the best achievement for Kutkut 
who showed mastery and determination. 


Khawaldeh expelled after 
bailing drug test 

BANGKOK-Jordan's top weightlifter. 
Ayed Jasxcr Khawaldeh. was expelled 
after becoming the first athlete to fail u 
drugs test at the 13th Asian Games. 

• Games officials said Ayed Jassar 
Khwaldeh was expelled out of the ath¬ 
letes' village, after testing positive for the 
tjanned diuretic triamterene in a random 
lesu 

: “Although he came seventh in the 
competition, we asked him to leave the 
village today." spokeswoman Valerie 
McKenzie told a media briefing. 

• Khawaldeh. 25 years, who finished 
wfvenlh in ihe men's 56kg class on Mon¬ 
day. admitted the offense at a meeting 
between the Olympic Council of Asia 
'JXA i officials and the Jordanian team. 

: Khawaldeh said his Chinese coach has 

instructed |lini take the medicine dur- 



Khawaldeh 
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Images speak of Ibrahim’s story of success 



Cameo Zaire named Endurance’s Best 


ABU DHABI—Cameo Zaire, 
from the Al Wathba Stables 
which are owned by President 
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 
Nahyun. was declared die 
“Best Conditioned Horse" alter 
Thursday’s World Endurance 
Championship 

The nine-year-old Pure-bred 
Arabian horse was ridden by 
Musallem Salem AI .Amri, who 
finished seventh in the ride. 
Ten horses who have com¬ 
pleted the ride are nominated 
for the award by the veterinary 
commission, and the gray geld¬ 
ing was judged the best. 

Cameo Zaire, an Australian- 
bred. has been a constant plan¬ 
ner of Al Amri in his rides. Al 
Amri rode Cameo Zaire to a 
dirilling win in the 160- 
kilometer Spirit of Sherwood 
Pathfinder in the UK in last 
August. 

Cameo Zaire's selection for the 
prestigious award completed a 
brilliant championship for the 
hosts, who had all six of their 
riders finish in the top 20 
positions. 

Unfortunately, only two of 
those six. Sheikh Hamdun bin 
Mohammed AI Maktoum and 
Abdullah Bilhub .who finished 
third and 17th respectively, 
were nominated for the team 
event. 

New Zealand won the team 
gold, with three of their riders 
totaling a. combined time of 
33:14:27. According to the FEI 
list of winners. 77 out of the 
173 riders who started com¬ 
pleted the ride. Valerie Kanavy 
on High Winds Jedi was timed 


at nine hours and seven sec¬ 
onds. just five seconds ahead 
of second placed Fausto Fio¬ 
rucci of Italy. 

Final results (Top 20): 

■ Valerie Kanavy-USA (High 
Winds Jedi) Time 11¥.:00:07 

■ Fausto Fiorucci-Italv (Fans 
Jabbar) 09:00:12 

■ Dausuke Yasunaga-Japan 
tTMatsu) 09:05:09 

■ Sheikh Hamdan bin Rashid- 
UAE (Ralzia d'AIauze) 
09:25:22 

■ Mohammed Ali AJ Shafar- 
UAE lAbrock Theordore) 
0*4:25:22 


■ Wendy Meredini-USA (Fire 
Ml. Rkka) 09:54:21 

■ Musallem Salem Al Amri- 
UAE (Cameo Zaire) 09:56:00 

■ Ali Mohd. Al Muhairy- 
UAE (Abjar Kadar) 09:56:01 . 

■ Christine Janzen-Canada 
(Tais) 10:06:57 

■ Shanon Parker-Australia 
(Stanpark Ginnis) 10:15:55 

■ Maja Killa Perringerard 
( Varoussa) 10:18:08 

■ Johan Du Toil -South Africa 
(Dunny-Boy'i 10:18:12 

■ Miguel Villa Ubach-Spain 
(Diango) 10:22:03 

■ Atta Mohammed-Qatar 
(Cinco) 10:22:23 


■ Carlos Augusto Larrere- 
Argentina (Mi si I) 10:24538 

■ Jennifer Gilbcnson-Aiistralia 
(QADejaVu) 10:27:09 - - 

■ Saeed Mananah—UAE 
(DaycaraHazim) 10:40*56 ... 

■ AbduDa Bfibab—UAE 
(Cass) 10:40:58 ■ 

■ Daria Westlake—USA-{MC 
Rams-Z).10:57:14 

■ Luciano Di Francesco 
(FeJetbd) 11:01:42. 

Team championship: 

• New. Zealand—Alan 
McCaughan (Tonka) 11:03*36: 
Jenny Hean (Simbar) 11.03*37; 
John Stevenson (Taralea Raja) 


11:07:14. Total lime: 33:14:27. 

• USA—Wendy Mcredini 
(Fire Mi. Fikka? 09:54:21. 

Daria Westlake (MC Rains Zi 
10:57:14. Shirley Delsurt (KJ 
Destination) 12:40:01. Total: 
'33:31:27 

• Australia-—Shannon Parker . 

(Stanpark Ginnis) 10:15:55, 
Margaret Wade iTonhcys Red) 
1-1:48:13, Gayle Holmes (Fara- 
wav Verdict) 12:37:27. Total 
time: 34:41:35. M 

Best Conditioned Horse: 
Cameo Zaire ridden by Musal- 
lem Salem Al Amri (UAE). 
who came 7th in the ride. ■ 


r 
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Asian soccer official calls for boycottdf2002 World Cup 


BANGKOK, Thailand—Asian 

countries, including co-hosts Japan 
and South Korea, might boycott 
the 2002 World Cup in protest 
over the international soccer feder¬ 
ation's qualification rules, a lead¬ 
ing official said Sunday. 

The president of the Olympic 
Council of Asia Sheikh Ahmad Al- 
Sabah, said the two nations would 
be expected to boycott their own 
World Cup if action was taken. 

FIFA has decided to cut into two 
the number of Asian teams, which 
. will participate in > the.200? >• 

Cup, from qualifying rounds, down -* 
from the 1998 iotal of tbrde tft&fes 
plus a play off chance. With Japan .' 
and South Korea getting automatic 
qualification as hosts, the Asian - 
contingent would be the same as 


i a ; *7 TPfI-. v ‘a„ j 

^ iitdbantte^tihtar iftey* -wondkt be ^ 

. . difficult 


With 


• 3£*a-> *- 


tfae World Cap in France' 
where Iran joined the . top tfiree ^ 
qualifiers from the Aaan zdne. *4 
“We wiH boycott the 

unless FIFA: changes: - ---. 

Kuw ait wy or tedtnttfolh JUve£ ti&IaB Hut, to* 

think its not ■ laic. We -had llu^c _ •: 1 liml rftfT - 

and a half chances at 

World Cup and now they’ve **** ARfeCJUt *T 

ing two. We have5ttperceatxrf4he^i^?^ _ 

World Cup 

oor region.” v 

two phuxr fej . 

43 Asian ffrTq tgf gm ... .. v -^ .. ^ . .... ... 

There would 

pect for 

Ing up the chance Oceania Inn 

own World Cop, add Sheiklr getanetber place. ■ ; 
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all Roundup 


ENGLISH PREMIER league match 
reports—Villa fought back after a 2-0 
defeat to beat Arsenal 3-2 at Villa 
Park. Dennis Bergkump fired Arsenal 
to a 2-0 halftime, lead with goals in the 
14th and 45th minutes. 

However. Villa came back in the 
second half with two goals in three 
minutes, by Julian Joachim and Dion 
Dublin. 

The team was rewarded when free- 
scoring Dublin grabbed the winner 
kick with eight minutes left. 

Wimbledon (1 1 Liverpool (0) 

Robbie Earle scrambled the only goal 
after 4S minutes for Wimbledon, as it 
battled on to another victory over 
Lixerpool. 

Wimbledon Goal keeper Neil Sulli¬ 
van managed to keep his goal clean by 
stopping Michael Owen's poorly- 
struck penally with 11 minutes left. 
Moreover. Andy Rubens bundled Paul 
I nee to the ground, and fans were 
somehow happy. 

Blackburn Rovers (0) Newcastle 
United (1 1 

Newcastle United, missing injured 
Alan Shearer, were pleased to escape 
from Ewood Park w ith one point 

Kevin Davies went dose for the 
hosts when he rattled the bar in the 
second half and defender Jeff Kenna 
smacked the post with a penalty soon 

aftcrw ards. 

Derby County (2) Chelsea (2) 

Dean Siurridge scored a 90th min¬ 
ute equalizer to earn Derby County a 
shore of the points, after Chelsea had 
come from 1 -0 down to dominate. 
Argentine defender Horacio Carbonari 
put Derby ahead after 26 minutes, but 
Chelsea managed to equalize through 
Tore Andre Flo in the 55th. 

Uruguayan Gustavo Payer put the visi¬ 
tors in from four minutes later and 
Chelsea * looked as though they had 
done enough to head the tabic before 
Siurridge intervened in the final 
seconds. 

Everton (i) Southampton |0) 

Ivory Coast striker Ibrahim Bakay- 
oko scored his first goal for Everron in 
some style as the hosts beat bottom 
side Southampton at Goodison Park. 
The four million pounds Montpellier, 
who signed a tour million pound 
($6.74 million) contract in October, 
picked up the ball 35 meters out before 
guiding it past Paul Jones in the goal. 

Leicester City (3) Nottingham 
Forest f 1) 

Dutch striker Pierre xait Hooijdonk 
put the visitors ahead after 14 minutes 
at Filbert Street, but Emile Heskev 


i. /£2.--\V'‘ 
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grabbed an equalizer four minutes 
before the break. 

A Mart Elliott penalty 10 minutes 
into the second half put Leicester 2-1 
up. Van Hooijdonk was sent off on the 
hour for a violent tackle and Steve 
Guppy completed Forest's misery with 
a 75th minute third goal. 

Middlesbrough (1) West Ham 
United (0) 

With Paul Gascoigne at the heart of 
everything. Middlesbrough looked 
impressive early on and deserved their 
lead when Brian Deane scored off an 
Andy Townsend comer in the 40th 
minute. West Ham United fought back 
well and were unlucky not to gain the 
draw when John Hartson clattered the 
bar. 

Sheffield Wednesday (3) Charlton 
Athletic 10) 

Sheffield Wednesday dominated and 
Andy Booth's shot on the turn put 
them ahead after 13 minutes. 

Benito Carbone curled a shot past Sasa 
I lie for 2-0 in the 64th minute and Pet- 
ter Rudi completed die rout 13 minutes 
from time. 

Tottenham Hotspur (2) Manchester 
United 1 2) 

A 90th minute equalizer from Sol 
Campbell gave Tottenham the draw 
but the result was still enough to pul 


Manchester United top. 

Ole Gunnar Soiskjaer scored twice in 
the first 20 minutes for United but 
when Gary Neville was sent oflf in the- 
41st minute United were on the back 
fooL Campbell pulled one back 20 
minutes from the end before his last 
minute equalizer. 

Brief reports of Italian first 
division soccer matches: 
Bari(2>Empoli(l) 

Bari came from behind, proving 
once again it is one of the most diffi¬ 
cult teams to beat in Serie A. The 
southerners have lost just one of their 
13 league marches. Empoli's Claudio. 
Bonomi had a goal disallowed in the 
second halffor being offside. 

Bologna (1) Salernitana (1) 

Giuseppe Signori’s sixth goal of the 
season put Bologna in front, but team¬ 
mate Michele Paramatti then deflected 
a free kick past his own goalkeeper to 
give newly-promoted Salernitana their 
first point on the road this season. 

Fiorentina fl) Juventus (0) 

Gabriel Batistuta’s . 13th goal in. as ' 
many matches gave the championship 
leaders a deserved victory over the 
defending champs! Edmundo was once 
again on sizzling form for Fiorentina. 
Juve played the whole of tfie second * 


r haJf after Uruguayan defender Paolo 
Montero, was sent oflf for a second 
bookable offense. Juve has now lost 
- five league matches compared to two 
matches last season. 

Lazio (5) Saxnpdoria (2) 

Yugoslav Sinisa Mijajlovic scored a 
•• bat-tnek of free kicks while Francesco 
Palmieri replied with two goals from 
the penalty spot. Mihajlovic's compa- 
frior Dejan Stankovic brought the 
dead-bail battle to an end with a goal 
in open play before Marcelo Salas 
added Lazio's beautiful fifth, weaving 
past two defenders and burying a left¬ 
footed shot in the bottom comer of the 
net. 

AC Milan (l)VIceoza (Oj 
Milan had mid-fielder Massimo 
Ambrosini sent off for faking a foul in 
the Vicenza jxnaJty area . his second 
bookable offense. Milan rallied 
though, and George Weah’s fourth 
league goal of the season was enough 
to move it into second in the standings. 

Parma (1) AS Roma fl) 

Serie A’s meanest defense raei the 
Uagues most prolific attack and a 
djjjw. was the result, win, both sides 
{STOP ,ied .f 23 points in third arid 
fourth place. Hem an Crespo grabbed 

EJminS range Roma ’ s 

goal in as many matches. - 

Perugia (2) Cagliari fl> 

The action began in" the last few 

wS C * V1Slt ° re levei at 1-1 

wirn an S9th minute strike, but Peru- 

S toS d °m 1 “ l ? ero t™"* ^ «> 

defender Franc^ o ° f 

Milana, 

nership gave °In? c : ? Si0 ^ Ron ^ ldo 

wi ^ a short pa^ 1 *** 

the edge of the juT s !r nunble on 

Luigi Turci re '- Ked the hall past 
Lucescu his Coach . Mlrcea 

Inter. 1 e: ^ Ue victory at 

V T z S t0)Ka “ n “c0) 

between match 

Satoh candidal pew S F™ teh *•*- 
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Dedicate4 telecommunications exhibition For 
region-s Market: 

Middle East Telecoms 99 


^ THE DUBAI World Trade : 
Centre has announced that 
the first Middle East Inter¬ 
national Telecommunica¬ 
tions Exhibition .(M.E. Tel- 
• ecomsj will be held 
between 2 and 4 March 
1999. The show, which will 
be held simultaneously with 
Cabsa.t’99. The cable, satel¬ 
lite and broadcast show- 
ackn owl edges the need for 
a specialized exhibition for 
the telecommunications 
sector. Previously held as 
part of the Gulf Information 
Technology Exhibition 
(Git ex), the telecommunica¬ 
tions exhibition will be 
launched as Middle East 
Telecoms to provide a 
JL unique opportunity for com- 
T panies to meet potential cus¬ 
tomers and decision-makers 
in a positive and profes¬ 
sional business environ- 


’ meat. “The need for a dedi- 
. cated telecommunications 
exhibition bas never been 
greater, * said Geoffrey 
Booy, acting manager exhi¬ 
bitions,. DWTC. “The alloca¬ 
tion of an area for Telecoms 
at . both .Giles *96 and ‘97 
was of great benefit , to the 
exhibitors for this specified 
sector. But in 1999, the 
Dubai World Trade Centre, 
through Middle East Tele¬ 
coms, will provide the oppor¬ 
tunity for leading telecom 
companies to offer a range of 
state-of-the-art telecom prod¬ 
ucts in a professional envi¬ 
ronment solely dedicated to 
telecommunications." he 
added. 

Middle East Telecoms will 
be the launch pad of a range 
of new and innovative solu¬ 
tions for one of the fastest 
growing telecommunications 


. markets. The Middle East 
and the region immediately 
beyond has in recent years 
come to represent an enor- 
.mous and lucrative market 
for. the telecommunications 
industry. In a market domi¬ 
nated by the PTTs, there 
condones to be significant 
growth with major corpora¬ 
tions' looking to upgrade 
. their existing systems, both 
mobile and terrestrial. Over 
the next three years. Middle 
East countries will be invest¬ 
ing approximately 56 billion 
to develop their telecommu¬ 
nication in fra structure, with¬ 
out including growth in the 
personal telecommunication 
equipment market. Middle 
-East Telecoms ‘99 will be 
open to trade and business 
professionals to maintain the 
professional integrity of the 
show for exhibitors. ■ 


Year 2000 bugs in Microsoft Windows 98 


IT HAS been reported that 
several Year 2000 bugs have 
been detected in. Windows 
98. Although. Microsoft Win¬ 
dows 98 is one of the most 
aggressively and thoroughly 
tested products in history, it 
seems that the operating sys¬ 
tem is not Y2K immune! 

Microsoft , found ■ these 
bugs and claimed that they 
are not harmful, and that the 
majority of users were 
unlikely to spot them or ran 
into them. These bags don’t 
cause data loss or damage. In . 
any case.^ 
posted a- 

onto its website to" correct v 
the problems. It had:previ¬ 


ously issued corrections to 
Windows 98 to fix other 
bugs, or “issues.” as Micro¬ 
soft calls them. 

It jVimportant to note that 
. Microsoft ran Windows 98 
' tests with tens of thousands 
of people, all over the'world. 
Microsoft went to great 
lengths to ensure that Win98 
was millennium compliant. 
However, - the fact that a 
couple, of bugs slipped thor¬ 
ough should be a source of 
worry for the computer 
industry, which is coming to 
■ terms.with the massive Year 
>2000. problem. and barely 
managing to "control Tt. p 'ft.' 
Microsoft can’t take care r bf* 
the problem in new software 


releases, bow can decades 
old software systems be 
corrected? 

Some of the details regard¬ 
ing the Y2K problems with 
Windows 98 are as follows. 
. If a computer is started at the 
precise fraction of a second 
.when the date changes, the 
comparer’s system clock 
could display the wrong time 
or date. Also, a particular 
technique for resetting a date 
to February 29 for a leap 
year could result in February 
29 being displayed, for other 
-years. This is only a display 
V problem, which "means that it 
’■'can’t 6e 'applied to stored 
data. * 


AMMAN—Arabia. On-Line 
and Global One last Saturday 
announced the official bunch¬ 
ing of ‘Baladna’ on the World 
Wide Web, which can be 
accessed at h up-Jl 
www.baladna.com.jo. After 

months of development, die 
site's programmers have made 
it possible for visitors to follow 
current local news throughout 
Jordan and to get all the infor¬ 
mation pertaining . ^ __ 

to Jordan on the , ,rg 7 ^ 
site—one of the |j£t.^].2i 
most refreshing jjlX' 
Jordanian sites on i —*~ 
the Web. | Sgi|| 

The rite con- 1 M p ajli 
tains various sec- | ' ffSSSS ? 
dons and services j 
which are easily 
accessible to visi¬ 
tors. The daily 
front page offers a \ 
cover story tack- I .5ffifca—: 
ling an important ^tT y*** 
local issue, as weD I 
as news; sports, i 1,1 « 
business, and liv¬ 
ing sections. 

Under the sec¬ 
tion entitled 
‘Baladna’s essen¬ 
tials’ on the front [ 
page, there is a ■ 
phone directory j 
including numbers j — _ 

far hospitals, cul- | Pi Hear 
tnral centers, and pS~——“»• 
hotels, among [ W ***■*?“ 
other important ( 
locales. 

Visitors can also j 
organize their ----- 

weekends by \ JSSSiSSn 
checking out the | 
cultural events l 
occurring all I r "*“ 

by taking a look at 
the updated 
weather forecast. 

For those who are interested 
in book and film reviews, 
Baladna has a special section 
dedicated to presenting inter¬ 
esting and thoughtful commen¬ 
taries. In addition, there is a 
special section for Dr Sazan 
Nsonr, who posts various med¬ 
ical opinions and answers read- 
era* questions. 

There are also special for¬ 
ums fra* discussion on Baladna, 
and visitors can voice their 
opinions on any one of the 29 
conferences featured there. 
People can also use Baladna's 
classifieds to advertise their 
products for free. 

To add a light-hearted touch 
to the-site r Baladna has invited 
the • well-known cartoonist, 

■ Inlad A1 Hajfaj," creator of Abu 
Mahjoob character to publish 


his work on the site. Baladna 
has prepared a special archive 
for this purpose, in addition to 
some of Hajjaj's unpublished 
works. Al Hajjjaj site also con¬ 
tains his persona] resume, mes¬ 
sage board for discussion, and 
his e-mail address. 

Advertising opportunities are 
also possible. Because of 
Baladna's huge popularity, the 
site is an excellent avenue for 
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companies wishing to advertise 
and promote their products and 
services. 

Established in 1995. Ara¬ 
bia.On.Line is the biggest and 
most popular service catering 
for Arab audience inside and 
outside tbe Arab world, as well 
as international audience with 
interest in the Arab world Ara- 
bia.On.Line's vision is to create 
the Arab world’s digital ner¬ 
vous system that encompasses 
multiple disciplines across new 
media, online communities, and 
electronic commerce. 

Arabia.On.Line has managed 
to create the largest most popu¬ 
lar, reliable, authentic, and 
impartial Internet based online 
service. It provides knowledge 
and information without inter¬ 
ruption or failure to a world¬ 
wide audience for the past three 
years. 


Its service, located at 
www_arabia.com. contains by 
far the largest single electronic 
reservoir of data available to 
the public anywhere about the 
Arab world. 

In addition. Arabia.On.Line 
is a pioneer in providing busi¬ 
ness development and Internet 
consulting to large, middle, 
and snail size corporate clients 
in the Arab world. 

Global One 
Communications 
! (Jordan) Ltd is the 
> first and largest 
1 d ] data Coramunica- 
\, u tions Jordanian 

r i company formed 
:=ac£s=tnn I in February 1996. 

J and was one of 
i the Amman 
| MENA summit 
featured projects. 

I The company is 
l the leading data 
j communications 
[ provider in 

' Jordan. 

"» I Global One 
! (Jordan I is a joint 
{. I venture between 
-" . Global One | Inter- 

! national). and 
I ASAS Trade and 
*► , Investment Com- 

[ pany. Global One 

-ttt: -; i (International) is 

j the alliance of 
■ — between three of 

j the largest tele- 
; communications 
companies worid- 
1 wide, namely 
Deutsche Tele- 
nn "‘ !lw f I kom, France Tele- 
l com and Sprint 
amusB^.l USA. ASAS is a 
***** [j Jordanian invest- 
| ment company 

-- owned by several 

partners, including the Arab 
Bonk, the second largest Bank 
in the Middle East, and other 
major companies. 

Currently Global One pro¬ 
vides the business and Consu¬ 
mer markets in Jordan with the 
most advanced data communi¬ 
cations consultation and ser¬ 
vices. These services include 
Global Internet and Global 
X.25 dial up, leased line and 
corporate mail services and 
solutions. Global Frame Relay 
services Global One Commu¬ 
nications (Jordan) Ltd. bas 
served a large number of cus¬ 
tomers from day one of opera¬ 
tions. and now has more than 
6000 customer base, making it 
the largest data communica¬ 
tions service provider in Jor¬ 
dan, served by 55 highly quali¬ 
fied Jordanian employees.* 


Few tech-women in the 
Jordan computer sector! 

LOOKING THROUGH the profiles of Jordan's computer 
and information technology companies, you can’t help but 
notice that there are very few women who work in top man¬ 
agement positions! 

In fact, if we were to conduct a rough survey of Jordan’s 
computer companies, there are only three or four companies 
which are headed by women, out of over two hundred com¬ 
panies, which is very little! It is somewhat strange, to see a 
country like Jordan, where women enjoy full civil and eco¬ 
nomic liberties, having a small number of women leading 
the technology sector. One would expect that some 25 com¬ 
panies. at least, are headed by women, but this is not the 
case! 

Moving down the managerial ladder, in marketing and 
sales management positions there are more women, but still 
not enough. Looking at the technical side of computer com¬ 
panies, you will hardly find any women at all; except in odd 
maintenance engineering, in some of Jordan's largest com¬ 
puter firms which number less than thirty companies. 

So, is there a trend here that needs to be studied? It may 
seem that women are not getting their fair chance in the 
local computer market but this isn't the actual problem. 
The real problem lies in a social trend— I expect this to 
cause some outrage among some female readers— which is 
that women tend to stop working once they get married; or 
that they tend to select less demanding jobs with less horns! 
1 know that there must be a whole team of feminists plan¬ 
ning to assault me now, but this is not my opinion. It is the 
simple fact sounded by all managers and owners of com¬ 
puter companies i talked to. Maybe they are anti-feminists 
or male shouvanists! Well, they are noL 

Anyway, the women who are running companies in Jor¬ 
dan are among the most experienced computer and technol¬ 
ogy professionals in the country! They have been in the 
field for around two decades. They enjoy much respect and 
are shining examples of superior management, which 
should encourage more women to pursue top management 
careers in computing, and maybe start companies of their 
own! In any case, this whole issue is a simple observation, 
which many must have wondered about one time or the 
other. So here is a call to all Jordanian women with com¬ 
puter or related engineering or marketing degrees: join the 
computer and information technology sector in Jordan. It 
needs your input. 

#**$#**#*$$ 

Year 2000 is the ‘hot* topic 

EVERYBODY IS talking about it, even people who are not 
involved. The Year 2000 hysteria is set to reach its peak as 
1999 begins. Already, in Jordan, actions are underway to 
handle the problem; but it is so interesting to note that even 
the top computer software companies in the world can’t 
keep their own house in order. Microsoft announced that 
Windows 98 was not 100% Year 2000 compliant, and con¬ 
tained a couple of related glitches. That is amazing, consid¬ 
ering this operating system was introduced a few months 
agp and was designed in the post-Year 2000 scare era. 

With people like Microsoft getting things wrong, how 
can we expect eveiyone else to get it right! Another point 
I’ve been hearing recently, which is very interesting, is with 
regard to the tens of thousands of people employed in the 
United States solely to handle the Year 2000 problem. 

What will happen to all of them after January 1,2000? Are 
they going to be left without a job, and simply fired! 

Without a doubt, in 1999, the Year 2000 problem and its 
ramifications are the thing to look out for throughout the 
year and up to tbe millennium. Sit tight. It’s not going torbe 
an easy ride!* 






Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale, Furnished 
and unfurnished 

For more information call: 

Abdouii Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/079-30007 

Website: 

www-abdoun. com.io 
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Classic toys, the evergreen 


choice for 


By Peter Jensen 


M I jinghing gas was first used during a 
tooth extraction m 1844. To- me, laughing 
gas was a miracle drug. It kept the- 
patients laughing when the dentist, pulled - 
their teeth out, and It kept the dentist 
langhing when the pattentspiilled their 
wallets,out. 

B it was reported the other day that a new 
brand name of dates have appeared on'the 
market in Egypt recently. The new. Mon¬ 
ica Lewinsky date is now grown In Aswan- 
in the southern region of the rokmtry. 


DOES THIS sound familiar? 
The holidays art: over and your chil¬ 
dren are bored with their larest 
toys—all of which are based on ihe lat¬ 
est TV shows and movies. 

Mesmerized by television commer¬ 
cials, they had yearned for these plastic 
and electronic gizmos. But here [hey 
are: scraps on the toy heap. 

What do the youngsters reach for 
instead? Maybe their old Brio wooden 
trains, or that Tinkertoy set that was 
passed down from older siblings. 
Legos, Barbie dolls, the Erector set, 
Lincoln Logs. Could it be the old 
Slinky fascinates? 

If this has happened to you, rest 
assured you are not alone. Your chil¬ 
dren have demonstrated what child- 
development experts have long known 
newer isn’t necessarily better when it 
comes to toys. 

As consumers once again flood toy 
stores in search of holiday gifts for 
their youngest relatives and friends, the 
smartest may be the ones who search 
for the familiar: the classic toys they 
played with as kids. 

•‘Sometimes we get so caught up in 
the technology of today, we forget 
about the simple joys of playing with 
balloons or kites." ’says Dr. Stevanne 
Auerbach, author and toy-industry con¬ 
sultant. “Kids get brainwashed by com¬ 
mercials. You need to get children 
back in touch with the old-fashioned.” 

Somebody must be listening to that 
advice because toy retailers and manu¬ 
facturers have already begun to see a 
much greater interest in the classics 
this year. 

“Parents are disappointed with the 
limited toys that are hyped on TV. and 
the child plays with (them) once or 
twice." says Jeff Franklin, owner of the 
toy stores in Severna Park and Annap¬ 
olis, Md. “Classics have always been a 
substantial pan of our business but that 
part of our market is growing, too." 
Old reliables like Brio trains and Play- 
mobile play sets are enjoying a record 
year in sales at his stores. ’ 

Sally Lesser, owner of Henry Bear's 
Park, a toy retailer in Cambridge, 
Mass., says parents have discovered 
that classic toys are a better value. 
Time-tested, the toys are certain to 
capture a child’s imagination for years, 
she says. 



Christina Morris, age 5, plays with some of America’s most popular clas¬ 
sic toys. 


"Lights and sounds are helpful and 
fun— I can go for them—but the real 
value in play can usually be found in 
classic toys.” says Lesser, who also 
serves as president of the American 
Specialty Toy Retailing Association. 

Whether it is baby-boomer nostalgia 
or a backlash against the mass-market 
licensed products that still dominate 
toy sales, consumers are snapping up a 
variety of classic toys—some of which 
would be familiar to their great grand¬ 
parents. 

At Chicago-based Radio Flyer Inc., 
two out of three of this season's top¬ 
selling wagons are old designs; the 
classic “Model 18" steel wagon and 
the “Town and Country.” with the 
added wooden sides. 

“Hot things come and go, but a 
Radio Flyer is something people can 
depend on,” says Robert Basin, Radio 
Flyer's president and grandson of the 
81-year-old company's founder. “It's a 
classic because it has intrinsic value.” 

In the northwest Pennsylvania town 
of Kane. Dick Bly restarted 10 years 


ago. a. classic toy company that went 
out of business in the mid-1960s. Tbs - 
company, named Hoigaie Toy, has 
seen steady growth each year sinceyi^- 

Doesn’t sound familiar? Maybe 
you’ve beard of their maple wpodetet-: 
dons: the Rocking Color CoDe-(ttl*08 
creation), the Bingo. Bed (thei '*&% 
beach created in 19341; or Judi&iifa£i 
ing Beads (a classic'since 1948)? ^^'! ■ 

“Children are- no different ftoday? 
than 60 years ago,” says Bly^-?^^- - 
don’t need die whistles andbel£3j£&?v 
have imagination.” 

Classic toy makers say 6nt^kkaty.f_ ■ 
teristic that often distmgDKhes^heiF^ 1 
products is smplidtyo^ 

Another is that the toy' - was a'.'best* /' “ 
seller — at least when first'rfcteaaid — 
and then held on fbr l ^>jye^-pr’’ - 
longer. Exhibit A: Eich|j\ Sfetch, the : 
mechanical drawing tdyf tfiat was aH f 
the rage when it was fi^Tpfodttced iff? 
I960. Today, its sales are gbbd'enpttgh' 
to be described as u warin,’“ but prate 
ably not “hoc.” • ' 

More exciting for fans of classic 


toys is the publics rediscovery of the 
yo-yd; a classic, if there ever wavbnfc.’!' 
Duncan Yo-yo went bankrupl in-T965. : . 

But the product has. inexplicably made ” 

. a big comeback in the 1990*: —thank* ” 
••.•to Flambeau Products.- which bought 
- Duncan's brand name anti still tin the ; - 

company's original plastic molds .j 

*Tm so glad they caught im.uggoL/' 
I’ve been talking about them fof'vlO.- 
ycars.” says Auerbach, author of “Dr . .. . 
-Toy’s Smart Play: - How to Ratsr a : ';; 
Child With High Play Quotient.^ “It's ??. 
one of my absolute favorites.”. . r ; Jf y 

Auerbach, who also writes a symfi- . - 
cored newspaper column about toys > 
from her Sun Francisco home, say*, 
what turns a. popular toy into a true - .. 
classic is its ability to challenge a child, 
develop mentally. 

_ A youngster might need his parents' - r 
help to play with Lincoln Logs at .first. 
Later, he'll be able to build a cabin on?. “ 
his own. Perhaps months after that. ' 
he'll be able to use the interlocking 
logs ro create bridges or other strife- • _ 
tures, Auerbach says. _ .... .. 

Compare that to an action figure or 
-video game tied in with a Saturday- . 
morning TV show. Such toys call oh 
children to play with them in a set way 
imitating what they've seen on ihe^tube 
—and that can get boring fast. 

' “You should look for durability wid 
longevity in a toy.” Auerteth-savs. . 
“The toys.that are hyped on TV usu- Jj£, 
ally don’t have it” - • • 


Dr Richard Chase; on adjunct pro- - 
fessor of psychiatry at Johns Hopkins 
University, says, the fact-that-classic 
- toys address a child's developmental 
needs should put them high on holiday 
gift lists. '• 

Even something Seemingly as. sim¬ 
ple as a Slinky cat instruct “restless 
young minds on how the world works 
through mechanical action.” he says. 

‘"'Classics become classics because 
they are toys wito.oMrnplex and fulfill-- 
' htg play patterns.” says' Chase, who is 
also pres id ent of a New York consult¬ 
ing and. toy-reseaich- firm. Child 

$row&>od-^ Corp- 

"''“There’sysome"unique quality in 
these products that have captured a V-.' 
child’s bnaginaticwi, their skill or their [ 
ability fo -Ted good about thenw . ^ 
sdyes."B • - 
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Clairvoyance: A growing 
phenomenon in Jordan 


By Kofi Attah 

Special to The Star 


Jewelry artist Azza 
Fahmi exhibits once 
again in Amman 
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NVTTHIN THE aura of the supernatural, man’s unquenched 
thirst for the unknown is endless. Witchcraft, soothsayers, 
and horoscopes are among the ways where man sought his 
destiny. Nevertheless, conjuring spirits isn't the only way. 
There is a human dimension involved in such practices. 

Believe it or not. there are people with super powers. 
They can know your family name, your work, your past 
and your future’ The strange thing, however, is that people 
from different social classes tend to believe in soothsayers, 
and some pay hundreds for a little help. 

“It is estimated that 70 percent of people around the 
world are clinically depressed," says a well-known British 
psychologist. As a result, some societies are seeking help 
from the “other world,” as a result of their everyday frus¬ 
trations. 

This phenomenon is spreading in developing countries 
like Lebanon, where people are still recovering from the 
outcomes of war. Today, clairvoyance is becoming more 
recognized than ever in Jordan. It moved on from the rural 
areas to urban cities. 

The bad news is that there are no means to control such 
practices, since they are Field secretly. It is commonly prac¬ 
ticed by women who claim to have the ability to read your 
mind. Furthermore, many believe that soothsayers are 
really talented. They have answers to many unraveled mys¬ 
teries. 

Some even depend on those psychics to help them in 
making crucial decisions in their lives. Your marriage, 
wealth, business, and health can be determined by a sooth¬ 
sayer's words! On the other hand, many aren’t convinced 
with the marabo jam bo of magic. Dr Fadi Haddad, a sur- 
I geon in Amman, thinks that clairvoyance is only an illu¬ 
sion, and those who practice it are violating moral and 
religious codes. “People who are spiritually lost or psycho¬ 
logically ilL tend to believe in magic as their savior. 

“It is a big relief to know something about your future,” 
Ahmed, a university student said He added that sometimes 
he waits for Tunisian gypsies, who offer there metaphysi¬ 
cal powers by reading his palms, or predicting his destiny. 

Miss Neesrine, a secretary, confesses that she is fully 
aware of false information. At the same time, many things 
turn out to be true for her. 

Many soothsayers depend on coffee cups, where your 
destiny can be interpreted through the thick coffee layers 
stained on the cup when turned upside down. Superstition 
is part of the game. Some hang a pair of miniature shoes 
to cast away evil spirits! 

Others have the weirdest beliefs. A bride may take a 
lock of her hair along with a piece from her wedding dress 
and ties them on a donkey's tail! This act is believed io ; 
make her husband obedient and faithful forever! Moreover, 
a sheep is slaughtered and its blood is symbolically sprin¬ 
kled on a newly constructed building or a new vehicle to 
keep away envious eyes. According to Islam, magic is a 
forbidden practice, which is considered to be a direct bias- i 
phemy. However, many superstitious beliefs remain domi¬ 
nant Duk Al Khashb (Knock on wood) is a living exam¬ 
ple. AH in all astrology is becoming a flourishing 
business, attracting many people all over the wodd This is 
thanks to computers, which opened doors for astrologers 
and psychics to roam around the world. 

Clairvoyance in Jordan is defying skeptics- Many indi¬ 
viduals are interested in knowing more and more secrets ; 
about their past, present and future. B is a tempting door i 
where other dimensions are still unraveledB j 


EGYPTIAN JEWELRY artist Azza Fahmi held 
another exhibition in Amman in Al Mashraq 
SaU«y in Shme- 

sani. Fahmi is 
exhibiting a collec¬ 
tion of her tradi¬ 
tional Islamic jew¬ 
elry. 

The artist has 
started off as an 
interior designer 
and worked fater 
as a book designer. 

She became fasci¬ 
nated with the 
designs of jewelry 
and embarked on a 
full-time career. 

Fahmi learnt the 
profession in the 
traditional Khan Al 
Khalili Souk, in 
Cairo. 

Azza admits that 
she is inspired by 
the Pharonite, 

Islamic. Arab and 
Roman cultures. She enjoys the jewelry worn 
by women in the rural areas, which according to 
her. has “important environmental signifi¬ 


cance”. Fahmi was influenced by shapes of flow¬ 
ers. leaves, precious stones, and combines gold 
and silver in "her 




designs. J | 

Azza Fahmi | 
opened her own goi- i 
lery “Al ‘Aian” 
which became one 1 
of ihe most distin- I 
guished exhibition ! ( 
halls in Cairo. The i I 
artist has become ) i 
internationally I 

renowned with sev- I . 
eral public figures j [ 
wearing her jewelry J ! 
such as HM Queen , j 

Noor of Jordan. j , 

The artist has ; L 
opened a jewelry art , | 
center where " she j f. 
teaches young stu- [ j 
dents the profession 1 }• 
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creoles beautiful and ! 
exotic designs of j 
jewelry which ore traditional with a touch of j 
modernity to suite the modem life of today M * 
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A scene Jnm, the nor animated film from DreamWorks Pictures.'"The Prince of E»vm 

onenirr th< C r I C rZ‘Z ^ r<>i:n ' U!!d - L ( and .Raineses (center foreground, ID. The 'filin'wi 
open in tin Imted States and over forty countries on IS December. 
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